QATAR SUPPORTS LIFE-SAVING HUMANITARIAN FUND IN AFGHANISTAN WITH $ 2 MILLION

Qatar Fund for Development signed a $2 million agreement to support urgent relief efforts for some of the most vulnerable communities in Afghanistan through the Afghanistan Common Humanitarian Fund.

The agreement was formalized during a signing ceremony by Mr. Ali Abdulla Al Dabbagh, executive director for strategy of Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD) and Mr. Toby Lanzer, United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in Afghanistan, during the annual Aid & Trade event in London, the United Kingdom, on 26th April.

Mr. Ali Abdulla Al Dabbagh, executive director for strategy of QFFD, noted the State of Qatar’s deep commitment to help alleviate human suffering in Afghanistan. He said: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“The QFFD grant will be used to bring life-saving assistance to the people who need it most. The funds will help our relief partners in-country to address the highest priority needs identified in the Afghanistan Humanitarian Response Plan.”

Under the Human Response Plan, humanitarian organizations in Afghanistan are requesting $430 million to assist 2.8 million out of 3.3 million people in need of assistance in 2018, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 

Mr Lanzer thanked the people of Qatar for their generous donation. He said: 
“The Qatar Fund for Development’s contribution of $2 million will enable aid agencies to help girls, boys, women and men in Afghanistan struck by violence or natural disaster, or on the move home in search of a better future.

“This is Qatar’s first contribution to the UN’s humanitarian fund for Afghanistan and demonstrates Doha’s timely commitment to the people of Kabul and across the country.” 

Receiving funding early in the year is important for humanitarian partners to assist communities who have been recently hit by sudden shocks and violence, especially those in the hardest to reach areas. 

This year, QFFD has already contributed to similar Country-Based Pooled Funds (CBPFs), which are managed by OCHA, in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. This new donation to the fund in Afghanistan brings Qatar’s total contribution to CBPFs since 2014 to $32 million. 
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About QFFD 
Qatar Fund for Development is a public development institution committed, on behalf of the State of Qatar, to improving the livelihood of communities around the world by providing financial tools to developing countries in order to promote education, health care, social services, infrastructure and economic development in these communities.
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