
Attachments   

1. University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka ς Case Study 1 

24-year-old Gowritharan is a third-year students of the Faculty of Science in Jaffna University. 

Thanks to his participation in the NPC supported workshop on transitional justice, Gowritharan 

described that his knowledge in transitional justice increased from zero to about 65%.  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻur society. People in our 

district Ŧŀǳƭǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀōǳǎŜǎΣ ǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ We learnt how 

ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ǎŀƛŘ DƻǿǊƛǘƘŀǊŀƴ 

DƻǿǊƛǘƘŀǊŀƴΩǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳber, 25-year-old Anulakshan described why it was important to 

counter negative and extremist narratives prevailing among the people of Jaffna through 

dialogues and interventions on transitional justice related issues. 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛonal justice. They just speak incoherently, repeating what 

they hear from others, read in the media or what politicians sayΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴǳƭŀƪǎƘŀƴ 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀŦŦƴŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

solutions to ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ tƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ so we need to 

address the ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ By implementing transitional 

justice mechanisms, we can counter extremist narratives.έ added Anulakshan 

As their first follow up activity for disseminating knowledge and information on transitional 

justice, the Jaffna university student group decided to conduct a debate on the topic, "Do We 

See the Possibility of Transitional Justice in Sri Lanka to Generate Unitȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ 9ǘƘƴƛŎƛǘƛŜǎΚέ The 

main organizing committee consisted of 2 Sinhala and 3 Tamil students and 1 Muslim student. 

And they chose ǘƘŜ Cƛƴŀƭ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ !Ǌǘǎ ²ŜŜƪ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ 

they would have a ready-made audience to witness their debate.  

Gowritharan said they felt a debate would give them a platform to discuss and unpack emotion-

laden ideas and views on transitional justice. On the day of the event, an audience made up of 

over 2000 students watched the students from both sides making their respective case in a 

convincing manner. And the head of the Faculty of Law who also served as the judge for their 

debate competition, gave a brief presentation on transitional justice to the audience. 

άLŦ ǿŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛzed an awareness raising workshop, students would have heard and discussed 

mostly negative things. This is why we felt that through a debate competition, we would also 

discuss positive aspects of transitional justice which is crucial for young people to hear about.έ 

added Anulakshan  

DƻǿǊƛǘƘŀǊŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

transitional justice mechanisms as a key reason for the widespread prevalence of negative 

narratives on transitional justice in the Jaffna district.   



άtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΦ .ǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

district have no confidence in the government in addressing their long-unaddressed issuesΣέ 

stated Gowritharan 

ά¢t is important to use our time and energy to develop a positive discourse by engaging with 

different groups and communities. In our discussions, we can explain to people about how the 

ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 

We can tell them, similarly, in Sri Lanka, too, it will take time.έ added Gowritharan 

Following this first debate, the student group then organized a debate competition in Sinhala 

language to involve the Sinhalese students from the Faculty of Science. The Sinhalese students 

ŘŜōŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎΣ άIŀǎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ .ŜŜƴ 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ-²ŀǊ 9ǊŀΚέ They 

invited all students studying in the Science Faculty to watch the debate.  

ά!ōƻǳǘ рл҈ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ōŀǘŎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀǊŜ {ƛƴƘŀƭŜǎŜΦ So we felt it was 

important to organize the debate in the Sinhala language. Similar to the Tamil debate 

competition, we wanted to show both negative and positive arguments relating to the topic. In 

that way, it is easy for students to make a difference between positive and negative narratives 

they come across on transitional justice.έ explained Anulakshan 

.ƻǘƘ DƻǿǊƛǘƘŀǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴǳƭŀƪǎƘŀƴ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ bt/Ωǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ 

processes on transitional justice was timely and critical. Because of the project, they now have a 

platform to direct their local communities, including the affected, along the right path. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŀŦŦƴŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ. We feel they 

would believe the younger generation. Similar to the way how our parents listen to usΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 

Gowritharan  

After learning about transitional justice processes elsewhere in the world, both Gorwritharan and 

Anulakshan said they understand that there were no quick solutions to some of the enduring 

issues that Sri Lanka is contending with after thirty years of war. While helping spread that 

message among local people in their district through dialogue, they are determined to strengthen 

their involvement in the national transitional justice process leveraging the connections that the 

project helped establish with policy makers.  

ά{ƻƳŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ of 

assistance to get information about their children have died. Youth that were imprisoned as 

political prisoners are now adults. People need their land to be released by the Sri Lankan security 

forces. We can take these messages to policy makers while highlighting the positive aspects of 

transitional justice to our communities.έ ŀŘŘŜŘ Anulakshan.  

Two faculty members from the Faculty of Law of the Jaffna University were among a group of 

participants that went on a Clinical Exchange study tour to the Harvard International Human 

Rights Clinic in October 2018. This visit was facilitated by one of bt/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ 

partners, Legal Action Worldwide (LAW). The visiting delegation lelearned about the structure 



and functioning of a human rights clinic. Currently, steps are being taken by the relevant 

academic staff of the Jaffna Faculty of Law to establish a human rights clinic. This human rights 

clinic will work in close collaboration with state institutions and frameworks such as the 

Secretariat for Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanism (SCRM), the Office on Missing Persons, 

the National Human Rights Commission to assist victims and family members with outstanding 

legal issues, which have not been addressed by state mechanisms and institutions leading the 

Transitional Justice process.  

2. University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka - Case Study 2 

When Chanika Dilhani, Sameera Sampath and A.M. Kumari, ages, 23,24 and 24, applied for a 

training on transitional justice, they expected it to be another academic exercise. With no prior 

knowledge of transitional justice and also without any expectation, the three of them joined the 

two-day training, drawing satisfaction from the knowledge that they were good enough to be 

among a group of 45 students who had been selected through a comprehensive selection 

process. But now they reflect on that training to be a life-changing experience made available by 

the Youth and Transitional Justice for Long-lasting Peace in Sri Lanka project.  

ά²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ tŀŘƛȅŀǘƘŀƭŀǿŀΣ aǳƭƭŀƛǘƛǾǳΣ .ƛōƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ !ƳǇŀǊŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

bitter and devastating experiences of war, we understood why Sri Lanka needed a transitional 

justice process. We were able to connect their real-life experiences to the four pillars of 

ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ [ƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ȊŜǊƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜέ 

said Chanika 

Moreover, they also realized why youth should be actively involved in the national level 

transitional justice process. 

ά¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

been through so much during the war. Adults are not ready to chaƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 

Sampath 

ά.ǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ {ƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ !ƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ 

by extremist narratives. So there is a danger in not involving youth in the transitional justice 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ŀƳǇŀǘƘ 

Inspired by the new knowledge they gained from the workshop, together with empathy that their 

discussions helped generate toward their fellow group members with direct experiences of war 

and violence, the student group put together a one-day program on transitional justice inviting 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

the performance of a drama and a rap song, the screening of a film, a presentation of basic 

information on transitional justice connecting both international and national contexts, and 

plenary discussions in between items. The event was attended by over 500 first year students.  



ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƭƭ important knowledge and information about transitional justice to our 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣέ 

described Sampath  

ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ǿŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ of transitional 

justice. Then we compared that with their feedback we assessed at the end of the program, we 

found out about 85% mentioned their knowledge in transitional justice improved because of our 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ŀƳǇŀǘƘ 

The Ruhunu University group also used their personal social media accounts to communicate 

information relating to their one day ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƛǘƘ 

the knowledge that visibility is important for attracting young students to their awareness raising 

program, the student group displayed a large banner about the event at the entrance to the 

university and also walked around in their newly made branded t-shirts.  

ά{ƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘract 

ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ YǳƳŀǊƛ 

ά²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ hǳǊ ǊŀǇ ǎƻƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ 

advocated for the implementation of transitional justice mechanisms. Some of the students with 

direct experiences ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ŎǊƛŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉŀǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

added Kumari 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ 

the management for all the support they gave in the run up to the one -day program. The 

students said the Ruhuna university has already taken necessary steps to include transitional 

justice as a subject for first year students.  

άLǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 

the national level process. We join the larger society after completing our education. We shape 

opinions and we take up positions of importance in work places and society. So our role is crucial 

in the implementation of transitional justice and also in buƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ /ƘŀƴƛƪŀΦ  

Since Ruhunu University has been one of the last places where the initial training was conducted, 

the student group has not progressed beyond the planning stage in the conduct of follow up 

activities. According to Kumari, they discussed among themselves the need to organize exchange 

visits and information gathering initiatives to worst affected districts with an idea to creating a 

better understanding about transitional justice issues of affected people. They view information 

sharing and gathering between the North and the South as a crucial exercise for successful 

implementation of the national transitional justice process. 

ά[ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 

transitional justƛŎŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ YǳƳŀǊƛ 

άhǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ 

by the media that sensationally report about transitional justice related issues, including the 



proceedings at the Human Rights Council in Geneva. So we have to build a positive narrative in 

ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 

Kumari 

In terms of the impact that the project has made on their own lives, all three students asserted 

that they have undergone a profound self-transformation process as a result of their involvement 

in dialogue processes.  

ά²Ŝ ƴƻǿ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ [¢¢9Φ ²Ƙȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ 

ǘƘŜ [¢¢9Ωǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ [¢¢9 ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ {ŀƳǇŀǘƘ  

άtƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ This is 

why youth should be involved in taking this transitional justice process forward. We can change 

minds. We can build a critical mass by engaging in discussions with others. Youth are a force for 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ŀƳǇŀǘƘ 

They consider themselves to be few lucky ones to have received an opportunity not just to 

improve their knowledge on transitional justice but most importantly, to share that knowledge 

with others and engage in dialogue processes pertinent to the national level transitional justice 

process.  

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ who came for the project finale three-day 

program. We met out university students. We can link up with them for our information 

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΦ {ƛƴƘŀƭŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƳƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ aǳǎƭƛƳǎΦ 

This project created that platform for us to build a wider network among all participating 

ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ /Ƙŀƴƛƪŀ  

3. Eastern University, Sri Lanka - Case Study 3 

24-year-old Premkumar Prikshana is an undergraduate student at the Eastern University in 

Batticaloa. Prikshna was among a group of forty students who were given an opportunity to learn 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bt/Ωǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ [ƻƴƎ-lasting Peace in Sri 

Lanka project. The Eastern University was one of 12 participating universities that received 

ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

understanding in transitional justice as a normative framework to redress systemic rights 

violations. The project enabled the selected students to engage in dialogues as well as to utilize 

the national level Transitional Justice process by connecting with policy makers and institutions.  

At the outset, Prikashna and other selected students took part in a two-day knowledge 

improvement program where the group learned in-depth about transitional justice as a concept 

and the importance of its application - both as a framework and process - in post-war situations 

to ensure justice and dignity for victims, establish accountability, promote institutional reforms 

and work towards non-recurrence.  



Soon after the workshop, Prikashna did a short volunteership to assist a local NGO that provided 

assistance for disabled persons. With advice from her senior lecturer who is also the ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ 

coordinator, Prikashna met with disabled people through the NGO to give them a basic 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

reparations for themselves and their families.  

ά! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜd people I came across through that volunteership were very angry that they had 

been neglected by the state. Most of them complained that they were not receiving much 

support to address their issues. I always made sure to explain to them about their rights and 

entitlements as disabled people. Some of them became disabled due to injuries caused by the 

ǿŀǊΦέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ tǊƛƪŀǎƘƴŀ 

tǊƛƪŀǎƘƴŀΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ¢ƘŀƴƎŀǾŜƭ {ƘŀǊƳƛƭȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

utilized their learnings from the two-day workshop to share knowledge within and outside the 

university:  

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ-day training program, we put together a stage drama on transitional justice. We 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 

to represent people who had no idea about transitional justice and other characters explained to 

the old man about tranǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ {ŀƛŘ {ƘŀǊƳƛƭȅ  

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǊƻǳƴŘ 

1300 students were estimated to have been in the audience. The student group also conducted 

pre-and post-performance assessments to find out how the audience had absorbed their 

messages. 

άaƻǎǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǿŀǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

words because they had heard about it from the media. The post-performance evaluation 

showed us that a majority of them who had no idea about transitional justice gained a basic 

understanding about it from our drama. {ƻ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦέ ǎŀƛŘ {ƘŀǊƳƛƭȅΦ  

Encouraged by the reactions to their inaugural performance, the student group then arranged a 

performance to the secondary level students in Santhivali Siththivinayagar School in Oddamavadi 

Divisional Secretariat Division. Both Sharmily and Prakashna feel that young people are ready to 

discuss about and embrace the idea of transitional justice as a mechanism to resolve difficult 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǎǘŜƳƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ-year-war. 

άLƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘƻǊǊŜƴŘƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ ƘŀŘ 

a lot of misunderstandings about transitional justice and they were reluctant to talk to us. Since 

there is a dependency culture, some of them expected us to provide material assistance to them. 

But younger people understood our messages better. They wanted to join with us to stage the 

ŘǊŀƳŀ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎέ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ƘŀǊƳƛƭȅ 



Prakashna and Sharmily also pointed to the lack of progress in addressing war-ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

issues and problems as a major challenge in getting people to participate in dialogues on 

transitional justice. They said people they met during follow up initiatives were quick to express 

their dissatisfaction and despair in relation to an unavailability of information about their missing 

family members, lack of assistance to engage in viable income generation activities and rebuild 

their lives, etc.  

ά¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ψŀ ƭƻǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 

ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

transitionaƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΚΩ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ tǊŀƪŀǎƘƴŀ 

26-year-old R.Darshan and 25-year-old  S.Hayooran shared their experiences in imparting their 

knowledge in transitional justice among peers and local communities. Referring to their pre-and 

post-performance assessments, Darshana and Hayroon said their data showed that around 30% 

of the 1300 students that saw their drama gained a basic understanding about transitional 

justice. And given the gravity of rights related issues and problems that continue to challenge the 

lives of victims and their families, they both believe that the Sri Lankan government should 

implement all four pillars of transitional justice in order to establish lasting peace.  

ά¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿŀǊ-crimes, human rights and 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀōǳǎŜǎΣέ ŀǎǎŜǊǘŜŘ 5ŀǊǎƘŀƴ 

ά¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ peace and 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bt/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ 

a mother with a missing child approached us thinking we would be able to find information about 

her child. It showed us a lack of confidence people have in state institutions to get their problems 

ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ 5ŀǊǎƘŀƴΦ 

As part of post-training follow up, Hayroon linked up with AHAM, a local NGO, to conduct a 

presentation on transitional justice issues for Trincomalee district public officials. Similar to his 

own personal experience before the project, Hayroon said all public officials that attended the 

awareness raising session also had no knowledge about transitional justice.  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ нл ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ȅƻǳǘƘ from the Eastern Province 

were among the group. I helped them to get a basic understanding about the four pillars of 

transitional justice and the importance of implementing transitional justice mechanisms in Sri 

Lanka. We also hosted a post-presentation discussion. We are very interested in connecting with 

ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎέ ŀŘŘŜŘ IŀȅǊƻƻƴ 

Based on their discussions with victims, local communities and youth, the Eastern University 

student group is currently lƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

issues that can be resolved under the rubric of transitional justice process.  



ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ conduct an awareness raising activity targeting Pradeshiya Sabha members to 

discuss transitional justice issues with local level politicians. Our intention is to take those issues 

ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƳέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 5ŀǊǎƘŀƴ ŜƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ the importance of 

connecting policy makers and victims.  

ά¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ aƛǎǎƛƴƎ tŜǊǎƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΦ hǳǊ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

which is also important. We are afraid if policy makers will accept us. But we will still do what we 

Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ Řƻέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 5ŀǊǎƘŀƴΦ  

Darshan and Hayroon said their group members now have the necessary capacity and confidence 

to help the national level transitional justice process through several ways, including by collecting 

information about affected people, providing referral assistance to victims and their families, 

lobbying institutions such as the Office on Missing Persons to address outstanding issues relating 

to missing people and their loved ones, raising awareness on transitional justice among youth 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ 

with policy makers. Listening to their future plans it is clear that the project has succeeded in 

inspiring this group of students from the Eastern University to utilize and strengthen the national 

level transitional justice process by engaging in dialogue, advocacy and awareness raising efforts.  

4. South Eastern University of Sri Lanka - Case Study 4 

23-year-old A.M.Ojiskhan is a third year student of the Faculty of Arts in South Eastern University, 

Oluvil. Ojiskhan is one of 35 students from the South Eastern University who received training 

assistance from the Youth and Transitional Justice for Long-lasting Peace in Sri Lanka project to 

improve their knowledge in transitional justice. Little did he know when he applied for a training 

program with no idea of what he was going to learn, that this training would also enable him to 

achieve one of his dreams.   

άL ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǘΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ hƧƛǎƪƘŀƴ 

άL ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ǿŀǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 

of war-affected people, etc. At the end of the training pǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ ΨƘƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ L ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ 

Řƻ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƛƭƳΦέ 

Ojiskhan had no previous experience or knowledge in film-making. Making a movie was one of 

his dreams. Together with Ojiskhan, other students in the group had also shared their ideas on 

creative and effective ways to generate a dialogue on transitional justice.  

άL ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ bt/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ²Ŝ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

a core group that was going to be working with me on the short film. Our team consisted of two 

Sinhalese girls, two Muslim girls, one Tamil boy and one Muslim boy. I developed a storyline and 

ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅƭƛƴŜέ 



Ojiskhan explained the process that they followed for script development since they needed to 

make sure that their film did not cause further harm to the victims and survivors of war. He 

consulted and discussed with his core team on the draft script that was written by a friend. 

Ojiskhan said the draft script went through several rounds of changes until everyone was happy. 

In consulting his team, according to Ojiskhan, he wanted his group members to take ownership 

of this rare opportunity that they had been given.  

ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ L ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀŦǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘΣ L ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 

war. One of them was a Tamil student from the Jaffna university. Then I interviewed a Tamil boy 

from my own area, Sammanthurai. I also spoke to a Tamil youth from Vavuniya who had taken 

refuge in Chettikulam displacement camp following the final phase of the war. So some scenes 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎέ ǎŀƛŘ hƧƛǎƪƘŀƴ 

Odam (boat) is the title of their short film. ThŜ ŦƛƭƳΩǎ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǾŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

character of a survivor whose father died in shelling while fleeing the fighting in their village. The 

Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ hƧƛǎƪƘŀƴΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-war era.  And the 

main charŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŀǊ ǘƻ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ-altering experiences 

of war, is symbolized by a scene in which he took a toy gun that his child was playing with and 

handed him a pen instead.  

After completing all pre- and post-production work of the short film, Ojikshan found out that he 

could have the first screening of Odam at the Youth Champions event, the three-day project 

finale event that brought together all university students and youth leaders who had been part 

of Youth and Transitional Justice for Long-lasting Peace in Sri Lanka for over 18 months or so.  

άL ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ рллл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ hƧƛǎƪhan  

ά.ǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ Odam at the Youth Champions event held in Colombo in April 

2019. That audience consisted of youth who came from 22 districts in Sri Lanka.I would not have 

been able to find a more representative audience than that for thŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊέ ŀŘŘŜŘ hƧƛǎƪƘŀƴ 

Ojiskhan is aware that their work has just begun in terms of creating a dialogue on transitional 

justice using Odam as a tool to bring people together for dialogue processes. Apart from a 

screening at the university, Ojiskhan also wants to team up with the District Secretariat Office in 

Ampara to organize screenings for public officials and other appropriate audiences. He also wants 

to create a wider discussion on transitional justice by opening a dedicated Facebook page for 

Odam. 

άL ǿƛƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƻǊŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

sharing sessions with the screening of the film to discuss about difficult issues of transitional 

justice that victims and survivors are requesting the governmenǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻΦέ 

hƧƛǎƪƘŀƴΩǎ ƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦƛƭƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ 

other young people to engage in dialogues with them about transitional justice. According to 



Ojiskhan, it is crucial to tap into youthful energy in helping address unresolved, critical issues 

which constrain the lives of war-affected people in their area even a decade since the war ended.  

ά¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛŦ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ 

properlyΣ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ hƧƛǎƪƘŀƴ 

ά¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǿ 

reluctance to compromise their views and beliefs for lasting peace and reconciliation. So I believe 

it is crucial to engage young people in transitional justice and this project has been able to inspire 

ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘέ 

5. Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lanka ς Case Study 5 

Sachini Malka, Pravardini Menike and Kalitha Nashath, ages, 24, 24 and 22 are third year students 

at the Sabaragamuwa University. When these three friends applied for a training program on 

transitional justice, they had absolutely no idea what this phrase meant, let alone the crucial link 

between transitional justice and post-war peacebuilding and reconciliation. More than a year 

since then, all three of them are now discussing and debating about transitional justice and 

related issues in numerous private and public forums while organizing awareness raising 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΦ 

Sachini, Pravardini and Kalitha are among a 45-student group that was provided with knowledge 

ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bt/Ωǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ransitional Justice for 

Long-lasting Peace in Sri Lanka.   

ά²Ŝ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ƛƴ-ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǿŀǊ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ 

means, its four pillars, why transitional justice is crucial after war and violence to serve justice for 

victims and prevent a recurrence of another war. Everything was new information and my 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ Ǿŀǎǘƭȅέ ǎŀƛŘ {ŀŎƘƛƴƛ   

At the end of their initial training program, all students were requested to make an action plan 

outlining how they intended to share their newly gained knowledge with other students and 

youth within outside the university. As their first follow up activity, the group organized a one-

day program that consisted of the staging of a short drama, a presentation, a quiz competition, 

a painting session and a plenary discussion on transitional justice. The idea was, Pravardini said, 

to use different and creative formats to encourage discussion about the difficult topic of 

transitional justice among students that represented different ethno-religious groups.  

ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ {Ǌƛ 

[ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǿŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻƴŜ-day 

program. We publicized about the program by distributing over 800 leaflets around the campus. 

!ōƻǳǘ плл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ άtǊŀǾŀǊŘƛƴƛ ŀŘŘŜŘ 

Youth from some of the worst-affected districts such as Mullaitivu and Batticaloa had shared 

their devastating and harrowing experiences of war with the audience. Sachini describes that the 

painful recollection of experiences of war by some Tamil students served as an eye opener to a 



lot of students in the audience, including their own group members, into the deep psychological 

wounds that the war had inflicted in their fellow students.  

Kalitha is a young Muslim woman from the Batticaloa district. She considers it is important for 

youth to give leadership to local level efforts to assist victims and affected families to get their 

problems addressed. She has already begun to do so back in her village community by guiding 

victims to connect with public officials and government institutions that are responsible for 

implementing different components of the national transitional justice process.  

ά¸ƻǳǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ 

ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎΣέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ YŀƭƛǘƘŀ 

ά¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƳŜǎsages to 

their local communities. They have the agency to mobilize people. And on the other hand, it is 

also easy to make youth understand about complex and difficult aspects of transitional justice. 

So our engagement is crucial if we are to see successful ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ YŀƭƛǘƘŀ  

Positive feedback from audience members at the conclusion of their one-day program pointed 

to the effectiveness of message delivery strategies and formats they utilized. Since that program, 

members of the youth group are said to be approached by fellow students expressing their wish 

to join future activities.  

ά²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ 

including youth who have failed to get into the university education system. Adults have fears 

that they carry on from war time. They have to be given accurate information about transitional 

ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ŀŎƘƛƴƛ 

They appreciate the direct links that they have been able to establish with officials of the Office 

on Missing Persons and the Secretariat for Reconciliation Mechanism (SCRM) under the Prime 

Minister's office who participated at the first training program. 

ά²Ŝ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ hat ŀƴŘ {/wa ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

questions we directed at theƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǎŀƛŘ tǊŀǾŀǊŘƛƴƛ  

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

relevant officials in their offices. The training gave us confidence to connect with policy makers 

and officials for briƴƎƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ tǊŀǾŀǊŘƛƴƛ 

The project brought together 45 students who themselves represented different ethnic and 

religious communities. And for a majority of students in the group, it turned out to be a first time 

experience to discuss very sensitive, contested ideas and issues within their own group. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ Lǘ 

was the first time I took part in something like this. And most of the other students, too, had no 

previous experience in being trained together or discussing sensitive issues with students from 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ {ŀŎƘƛƴƛ 



The project has groomed a committed group of young students who are now leading their own 

efforts to build a positive discourse on transitional justice while launching actions to help victims 

seeking redress for their protracted and unresolved issues.   

6. ¸ƻǳǘƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ aƻōƛƭƛȊŜ DǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎΩ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ Transitional Justice 

Mary Dinishiya ς Jaffna district 

29-year-old Mary Dinishiya is a resident of Point Pedro, in Jaffna. After completing an external 

ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ƻŎƛƻƭƻƎȅΣ 5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅŀ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǇ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘ {hb5 ό{ƻŎƛŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

for Development), a local NGO network that provides numerous assistance and services to war-

affected communities. Dinishiya now works as a field officer at SOND, which also collaborated 

with NPC to implement its Youth and Transitional Justice for Long-lasting Peace in Sri Lanka 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōȅ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀŦŦƴŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅŀ ƛǎ 

one of 400 youth leaders across the country that took part in training and capacity development 

to organize dialogue sessions and create awareness on transitional justice.   

In the Jaffna district alone, the project trained 45 youth leaders and activists and out of whom, 

five youth were provided further training in facilitation. Dinishiya was one of the facilitators. 

ά²ƘŜƴ {hb5 ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ training on transitional justice, I was clueless about what 

ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǘΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅŀ 

ά.ǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ-depth about the concept of transitional justice, its four pillars, I realized its 

value for Sri Lanka in addressing war-affeŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

thirty-year war are still there. It is crucial to remove those root causes to build peace and promote 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ {ƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ 5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅa  

As a field officer, Dinishiya is required to travel across the district. Since she meets rural 

communities on regular basis, Dinishiya makes use of those interactions to hold discussion 

sessions with community groups. After their training, the Jaffna yoǳǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ 

50 Training- of- Trainers (ToT) activities in the Jaffna district for other youth, building their 

knowledge and capacity to conduct awareness raising activities on transitional justice.  

ά²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳps of five and conducted three-hour dialogue sessions 

with community groups. We distributed leaflets with information on transitional justice. In those 

discussions, the issue of missing persons kept coming up. People showed resentment and despair 

at lack of support from the state to resolve their issues. We were often required to divert 

attention to non-ǊŜŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ 5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅŀ  

Dinishiya also has direct links to district and divisional level public administration officials. After 

organizing several three-hour dialogue sessions with public officials to discuss transitional justice 

related issues, Dinishiya realized the need to close a wide gap in awareness on transitional justice 

among public officials.  



ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΩ 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅŀ 

 ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 

knowledge on this topic will also derail our plans for the district. This is a big challenge we are 

ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦέ  

Dinishiya said their entire group is motivated and inspired to continue and expand on dialogue 

and awareness raising activities by connecting with other recognized and widespread youth 

networks such as the National Youth Services Council (NYSC). Links with NYSC, according to 

5ƛƴƛǎƘƛȅŀΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ 

policy makers.  

Banuka Lanka Edirisinghe ς Kurunegala district 

26-year-old Banuka Lanka Edirisinghe and his team of 25 youth leaders from the Kurunegala 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ άIŜŀǊǘ .Ŝŀǘέ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ 

transitional justice focused trainings conducted by youth leaders. Youth members of the Heart 

.Ŝŀǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

awareness on transitional justice.  

ά¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŏƻƴducted by 

bt/Φ aȅ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ȊŜǊƻΣέ ŀŘŘŜŘ .ŀƴǳƪŀ 

describing how he benefited from the training assistance on transitional justice provided by NPC. 

άhǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻnal justice among youth through 

a Facebook page and messaging each other via WhatsApp. But some of us expressed that we 

ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ IŜŀǊǘ .ŜŀǘΦέ 

Banuka and other youth leaders periodically organize hikes and sight-seeing trips to draw young 

people to join their Heart Beat network. And during each trip, they allocate time and space to 

hold dialogues with the participants to enhance their understanding about transitional justice 

and inspire them to mobilize other youth to work for peace and reconciliation.  

άhǳǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳΦ hǳǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ 

grown to 100 members within few months. Lack of awareness about transitional justice is a big 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ .ŀƴǳƪŀ  

The Heart Beat youth network organizes social welfare activities such as distribution of schooling 

materials to resource poor schools and represent their network in other peacebuilding and social 

welfare events taking place in the district. Banuka says each event and a meeting creates a new 

opportunity for them to share information about transitional justice and their youth network.  



ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ōȅ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

justice. Youth want to join our network. Since we have youth leaders who are trilingual, our 

ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦέ  ǎŀƛŘ .ŀƴǳƪŀ 

The Heart Beat youth network also interfaces with the NPC supported Kurunegala District Inter-

Religious Committee (DIRC) in conducting dialogues with different ethnic and religious groups. 

²ƛǘƘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 5Lw/Ωǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƘŜƭŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ƛƴƘŀƭŀ ŀƴŘ 

Muslim community representatives in an effort to prevent further attacks on Muslims after a 

smoke bomb was thrown into mosque during the February 2018 anti-Muslim attacks in Digana. 

Banuka believes their discussions with local community members also helped to prevent further 

such attacks against Muslims.  

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ WŀŦŦƴŀ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘo understand 

transitional justice related issues faced by people living in Jaffna. We will bring that information 

and make our policy makers and politicians aware of those issues. We have prepared a list of 

questions that we will find answers to during our ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŀŦŦƴŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 

added Banuka 

Milanka Gajamanna ς Badulla  

35-year-ƻƭŘ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ DŀƧŀƳŀƴƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŘŜŎŀŘŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ IŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

works with Future In Our Hands (FIOH), a local NGO implementing peacebuilding focused 

activities in Baddula. Milanka was among 40 youth leaders that received knowledge 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊƳ bt/Ωǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ 

and build a positive discourse to counter misinformation and extremist narratives about Sri 

[ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ    

ά!ŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ пл ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ  

Explaining why they decided to work wiǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ ǎŀƛŘ ά²Ŝ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ 

our activities on the plantation sector youth. They are a difficult segment to attract because they 

leave for employment immediately after leaving school. Some of them expect us to give money 

and other resources to get involved in peacebuilding activities. And the language is also a big 

barrier, so they are an isolated group and we felt it was important to have them joined our 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

¢ƘŜ .ŀŘǳƭƭŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ Řiscussion rounds with religious 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ tǊŀŘŜǎƘƛȅŀ {ŀōƘŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ bt/Ωǎ 

Badulla District Inter-Religious Committee (DIRC) religious leaders.  

άwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ 

Elaborating on why their group identified religious leaders as a key segment to engage with, 

aƛƭŀƴƪŀ ǎŀƛŘ άLŦ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

respective followers, people will change their misconceived and extremist ideas about 



transitional justice. We believe if religious leaders intervene, we will be able to achieve the results 

ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦέ  

Badulla youth leaders also held a dialogue session with 35 Pradeshiya Sabha members in the 

district. As a result of their effort, some of the councilors that spoke very negatively about 

transitional justice at the beginning of their dialogue, subsequently changed their mind after 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŜȄǇerience and information sharing presentations.  

άLƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊ-ethnic 

ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ άǇŜŀŎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ  ǎŀƛŘ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ 

ά{ƻ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ start from talking about the need to create a culture of 

peace in our society. Then it is easy to develop the discussion further and deliver all key messages 

in an effective way. If we start off a dialogue with the topic of transitional justice itself, people 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦέ ŀŘŘŜŘ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ 

Milanka and other youth leaders from the Badulla district plan to organize exposure visits to war-

affected areas to make their youth members better understand about war-related trauma and 

issues of survivors and victims. They believe bonds that emerge through exchange visits and 

experience sharing endeavors will be strong enough to endure numerous challenges and 

upheavals.  

άbƻōƻŘȅ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ forge through exchange visits, I know this from my years 

of peacebuilding experience. This is why we will give priority to exchange visits to hold dialogues 

between different youth groups. Youth find it easy to work with their peers unlike religious 

leaderǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ aƛƭŀƴƪŀ 

Piyumal Athukorala ς Matara district 

26-year-old-Piyumal Athukorala wears many hats: He is a program coordinator at the Community 

Development Centre, a local NGO in Matara; plays the role of team leader for all ONUR (Office 

for National Unity and Reconciliation) implemented activities; and serves as a district coordinator 

for the National Youth Services Club (NYSC). Piyumal underwent a six -month peacebuilding 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bt/Ωǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

in peacebuilding, Piyumal, similar to a majority of youth leaders that trained along with him, had 

no prior knowledge about transitional justice.  

ά¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅ-training helped me a lot to get a basic understanding about transitional justice. 

After that training, I kept reading books, magazines, newspaper articles to improve my 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tƛȅǳƳŀƭ 

All thirty leaders that received knowledge enhancement training subsequently divided 

themselves into smaller groups and conducted Training of Trainers (ToT) for another thirty youth. 

Piyumal joined with three other youth leaders ς two female and one male- to organize their first 

ToT initiative.  



ά²Ŝ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎƭǳōǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

NGOs, and so on. We organized different activities to simplify different principles and the four 

ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tƛȅǳƳŀƭ 

Piyumal and his small group also organized a dialogue session between 20 youth club 

representatives and 20 students from the Matara Open University. The idea, Piyumal said, was 

to give a safe space for youth to find out, clarify, debate and discuss all issues and concerns they 

had about the national transitional justice process and mechanisms.   

Women in fishing villages are a marginalized group in the Matara district and they often get left 

behind by social and peacebuilding interventions. Piyumal and his group members visited 

Kapugama in Dondra Head to engage in a discussion with 25 women leaders from nearby fishing 

villagers.  

άL ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 

fishing villages to be informed about transitional were rare. This was the main reason why 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 5ƻƴŘǊŀ IŜŀŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tƛȅǳƳŀƭ 

5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ tƛȅǳƳŀƭ ŀŘŘŜŘ ά²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅ 

our conversations with groups like theƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦέ  

Piyumal says they are forced to contend with challenges stemming from the combined impact of 

ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƭǎŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ōȅ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ 

Misinformation has given rise to confusion among people, including youth that often question 

the relevance of a national level transitional justice process for Sri Lanka. 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎƪ ǳǎ Ψƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΚΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ 

to them why Sri Lanka has to implement a transitional justice process by emphasizing on the need 

for non-ǊŜŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǊΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tƛȅǳƳŀƭ 

ά²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 

international institutions that are involved in supporting transitional justice processes in post-

ǿŀǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦέ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ tƛȅǳƳŀƭΦ 

Piyumal is well aware of the dichotomous role that youth in any society play as agents of violence 

ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ wŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀƴ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƛƴǾƻlvement in two Marxist ideology-

inspired rebellions in the South and also in the thirty-year war, tƛȅǳƳŀƭ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ 

participation in transitional justice and peacebuilding is critical. They are making plans to expand 

on their outreach and awareness activities by connecting with youth in the Open University 

system. Piyumal and his small group has initiated discussions to connect with Open Universities 

across the island where over 40,000 youth students are following different degrees and training 

courses.  

άhǇŜƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŜǘƘƴƛŎΣ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ ²Ŝ 

ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ŜǾŜƴ ²ŀƭƭǎΦέ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ hǇŜƴ 



Universities through our network. We have planned to start with ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ aŀǘŀǊŀΦέ 

said Piyumal  

Apart from youth, they also want to work with women, religious leaders, CBO representatives, 

ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ άƘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ 

sessions in each Divisional Secretariat Division with 40 participants made up of youth activists 

and representatives from those different segments. Piyumal says his links with ONUR will be used 

to connect with public officials and policy makers and invite them to local level dialogue forums.   

ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

ǾŜǊȅ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ tƛȅǳƳŀƭ   

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ transitional justice. This is why we 

ƘŀǾŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ 

added Piyumal  

07. Project brief  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Youth Recommendations for Government, Victims, Media, Civil Societies and United 

Nations  

 



 



 



 



 


