Attachments
1. University of Jaffna, Sri LankaCase Study 1

24-yearold Gowritharan is a thirdyear students of the Faculty of Science in Jaffna University.
Thanks to his participation in the NPC supported workshop on transitional justice, Gowritharan
describedhat his knowledgen transitional justice increased from zero to about 65%.

GCKSNBE IINB f20a 2F 02y Tt A OGA yuHsogkty.NBdpléinfo@®Sa | 6 2
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- GNYyaArAldAaAz2yltf 2dza0A0S LINRPOSaa @iy al RARNID2 3 NA K
D26 NR GKIF NI yQa ber2byedad ABuNEsahHedti¥dny it wasimportant to

counter negative and extremistnarratives prevailing among the people of Jaffna through
dialogues and interventionson transitional justicerelated issues

Gt S2LX S R2y Qi 1 Yy 2naljustideOThey just pdal incbhedentlyi répédting what
they hear from others, read in the media or what politiciansXssgy &l AR ! ydzf | { aKI Yy
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justice mechanisms, we can counter extremist narratévadded Anulakshan

As their first follow up activity for disseminating knowledge and information on transitional

justice, the Jaffna university student group decided to conduct a debate on the tQmcwe

See the Possibility of Transitional Justice in Sri Lanka to Generade Uhity 2 y 3 9 iy A OA 0 A
main organizing committee consisted of 2 Sinkerial 3 Tamilstudentsand 1 Muslim student.
Andtheychoséil KS CAYy Il f 5F& 2F (GKS dzyAGSNRAGE@ Q& ! NI a
they would have a readsnade audience to ness their debate.

Gowritharan said they felt a debate would give them a platform to discuss and unpack emotion
laden ideas and views on transitional justice. On the day of the event, an audience made up of
over 2000 students watchethe students from both sides making their respective case in a
convincing mannerAnd the head of the Faculty of Law who also served as the judge for their
debate competition, gave a brief presentation on transitional justice to the audience.

GLF ¢ SedaNBmargnkss raising workshop, students would have heard and discussed
mostly negative things. This is why we fislait through a debate competition, we would also
discuss positive aspects of transitional justice which is crucial for young peoplartabwut<

added Anulakshan

D2gNRAGKEFENIY SELXFTAYSR (KIFIG GKS 3I20SNYyYSyiQa
transitional justice mechanisms as a key reasonthe widespread prevalence of negative
narratives on transitional justice in the Jaffnatdirt.



Gt S2LX S gLyl (GKS 3I20SNYYSyid G2 AYLISYSyd OGNy
district have no confidence in the government in addressing their-lovagdressed issu@se
stated Gowritharan

a €is important to use our time andnergy to develop a positive discourse by engaging with
different groups and communities. In our discussions, we can explain to people about how the
ONY yaArdGAaAzylf 2dzaGA0S LINRPOSaasSa Ay 20KSNJ O2dzy/i
We cantell them, similarly, in Sri Lanka, too, it will take tishaddedGowritharan

Following this first debate, the student group then organized a debate compeiiti@inhala

language to involve the Sinhalese students from the Faculty of Science. The stirdgtatients
RSoFGSR 2y GKS G2LIAOT al & ¢ NIy aAARyITRey Rwdza G A
invited all students studying in the Science Faculty to watch the debate.

G! o2dzi prr 2F SFOK o0 00K &0GdzRe A We falyit wask S { OA
important to organize the debate in the Sinhala langua@emilar to the Tamil debate
competition,we wanted to show both negative and positive arguments relating to the tdpic.

that way, it is easy for students to make a difference lesw positive and negative narratives

they come across on transitional justi€explainedAnulakshan

20K D26NARGKEFENIY YR !ydZ F1akKry FStd GKFG GKS
processes on transitional justice was timely and criticataBee of the project, they now have a
platform to direct their local communities, including the affectatbng the right path.

2SS FNB (KS FdzidzZNBE 2F (GKS W FFyl RveteéitNheyOld o 2 S
would believethe younger generatin. Similar to the way how our parents listen toxué & I A R
Gowritharan

After learning about transitional justice processes elsewhere in the world, both Gorwritharan and
Anulakshan said they understand that there were no quick solutions to some afnitharing
issues that Sri Lanka is contending with after thirty years of war. While helping spread that
message among local people in their disttitbugh dialoguethey are determined to strengthen
their involvement in the national transitional justicegeess leveraging the connectiotiat the
project helped establistvith policy makers.

G{2YS Y20KSNAR 2F VYAdaiAy3ad OKAf ARG NP KB YoSNSE{ IL
assistance to get information about their children have died. Youth that wepgisoned as

political prisoners are now adults. People need their lemdereleased by the Sri Lankan security

forces. We can take these messages to policy makers while highlighting the positive aspects of
transitional justice to our communities I RARUBakshan.

Two faculty members from the Faculty of Laivthe Jaffna Universitwere among a group of
participants that went on a Clinical Exchange study tour to the Harvard International Human
Rights Clinic in October 2018. This visit was facilitatedrigyofb t / Q& LINRP 2SO0 A Y LI
partners, Legal Action Worldwide (LAW). The visiting delegatitgateed about the structure



and functioning of a human rights clinic. Currently, steps are being taken by the relevant
academic staff of the Jaffna FacuttiyLaw to establish a human rights clinic. This human rights
clinic will work in close collaboration with state institutions and frameworks such as the
Secretariat for Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanism (SCRM), the Office on Missing Persons,
the Natioral Human Rights Commission to assist victims and family members with outstanding
legal issues, which havet been addressed by state mechansand institutionsleading the
Transitional Justicprocess

2. University of Ruhuna, Sri Lank&CaseStudy 2

When Chanika Dilhangameera Sampath and A.M. Kumari, ages, 23,24 and 24, applied for a
training on transitional justice, they expected it to be another academic exercise. With no prior
knowledge of transitional justice and also without any expectation, the three of themddhnee
two-day training, drawing satisfaction from the knowledge that they were good enough to be
among a group of 45 students who had been selected through a comprehensive selection
process. But now they reflect on that training to be a-tifeanging expeence made available by

the Youth and Transitional Justice for Ldasting Peace in Sri Lanka project.

G2 KSy 2dzNJ INRdzLJ YSYOSNB FTNRBY tlRAFOKFEF @Gl X
bitter and devastating experiences of war, we understood why_ &mka needed a transitional

justice process. We were able to connect their #éfal experiences to the four pillars of
ONYyarAdGA2ylf 2dz2aGA0S® [A1S Y2ald 3INRdzZI YSYOSNA
said Chanika

Moreover, they also reaed why youth should be actively involved in the national level
transitional justice process.

G, 2dz0K INB F6fS G2 LINRPOS&aa AYF2NXIGA2Y YR &
been through so much during the war. Adults are not ready to/cBsS (G KSANJ YAY R&ax
Sampath
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G.dzi S KIFIGS FTNASYRaA FTNRBY it O2YYdzyAUuASao {
O2YYdzyAGASAQ IAINARSOIYyOSa yR AaadzSaed !'yR 2y (K
by extremist narrativesSo there is alanger in not involving youth in the transitional justice
LINEOS&daé FRRSR {I YLl GK

Inspired by the new knowledge they gained from the workshop, together with empathy that their
discussions helped generate toward their fellow group members with direct experseof war

and violence, the student group put together a ed@y program on transitional justice inviting
FANRG @SIFN) aAaddzRSyda FyR GKS dzyA@SNEAGE@Qa | OF R
the performance of a drama and a rap song, #oeeening of a film, a presentation of basic
information on transitional justice connecting both international and national contexts, and
plenary discussions in between items. The event was attended by over 500 first year students.



G2 S gt yiS Rimpoant BEnbwdesige larid information about transitional justice to our
LI NGAOALI yia Ay &aAaAyYLIS IyR SlFaeé glead ¢KIGQa
described Sampath

G!'ad GKS o0S3IAYYAYy3I 2F 2dz2NJ 62 NJ aK2 LdEtramsiBonab @ f dzl
justice. Then we compared that with their feedback we assessed at the end of the program, we
found out about 85% mentioned their knowledge in transitional justice improved because of our
FOGAGAGASA®PE | RRSR {FYLI GK

The Ruhunu University grpualso used their personal social media accounts to communicate
information relating to theione dayLJINB ANJ Y | Y2y 3 GKS dzy AGSNRBRA(GE QA3
the knowledge that visibility is important for attracting young students to their awarenessgaisin
program, the student group displayed a large banner about the event at the entrance to the
university and also walked around in their newly made brandslirts.

G{AyOS 2dzNJ GF NASG I dzZRASYOS gl a @&2dziK &actdzZRSy i a
Fd Yrye aitdzRSyida Fa LlaaArofsSzé adlkdSR YdzYl NA
G2S faz2 dzASR GKS RNIYlI a | aAYL(t S F2NNIG
advocated for the implementation of transitional justice mechanisms. Some of the students with

direct experience2 T (G KS 461 NE ONASR ¢gKAfS &KINAYy3I GKSALN
added Kumari

tKSaS GKNBS addzRSylda 3IA@S | 24 2F ONBRAG | yR
the management for all the support they gave in the run up to the ey program. The

students said the Ruhuna university has already taken necessary steps to include transitional
justice as a subject for first year students.

GLO Aa AYLRZNIOFYG F2N dyA@SNEAGE addzRSyda G2 o
the national level process. We join the larger society after completing our education. We shape
opinions and we take up positions of importance in work places and society. So our role is crucial
in the implementation of transitional justice and also imbti RA y3 LIS OS®¢ adl G4 SR

Since Ruhunu University has been one of the last places where the initial training was conducted,
the student group has not progressed beyond the planning stage in the conduct of follow up
activities. According to Kumari,ek discussed among themselves the need to organize exchange
visits and information gathering initiatives to worst affected districts with an idea to creating a
better understanding about transitional justice issues of affected people. They view information
sharing and gathering between the North and the South as a crucial exercise for successful
implementation of the national transitional justice process.

G POl 2F 1y26ftSR3IS |Y2y3a LIS2LXS Aa | KdzZ3S OF
transitional jush OS YSOKI yAavYazé SELX I AYSR YdzYl NA

GhdzNJ FIF YAt ASa KIFE@S SEGNBYAad ARSFHA o2dzi SI OK
by the media that sensationally report about transitional justice related issues, including the



proceedings at the Human RighCouncil in Geneva. So we have to build a positive narrative in
2NRSNJ G2 YIF1S LIS2LIXS NS gKe S ySSR G2 AYLX
Kumari

In terms of the impact that the project has made on their own lives, all three studeséstad

that they have undergone a profound sélédnsformation process as a result of their involvement

in dialogue processes.

G2S y2¢ dzy RSNEGFYR ¢gKeé az2yYS LIS2LX S adatt gAak
GKS [¢¢9Qa OA2f BPRSHYCHKESYBeYySQAAKSONRNI o6SOI dza S
az2fdziAzya G2 LIS2L SQa AaadsSazré RSaAONAOSR {I YLJ
Gt 2t AGAOALIYa KIFI @S SEGNBYA&ald ARSI & | yRhsiskSe | N
why youth should be involved in takingishtransitional justice process forward. We can change

minds. We can build a critical mass by engaging in discussions with others. Youth are a force for
OKIyaS¢ IRRSR {I YLI GK

They consider themselves to be few lucky ones to have received an opportunijustdb

improve their knowledge on transitional justice but most importantly, to share that knowledge

with others and engage in dialogue processes pertinent to the national level transitional justice
process.

G2S |INBE OSNEB KI LR { 2whokcan@Sor teSpioje@ finKI&S tNkkddy (i dzR Sy
program. We met out university students. We can link up with them for our information

02t t SOUA2Y 62N @ {AYKIFIfl @2dz2iK R2y QG 3ISi YdzOK
This project created that platfen for us to build a wider network among all participating

dzy AGSNEAGASAaD® 2SS |NB t221Ay3 F2NBFINR (G2 O2ffl

3. EasternUniversity, Sri LankaCaseStudy 3

24-yearold Premkumar Prikshana is an undergraduate student atBhstern University in

Batticaloa. Prikshna was among a group of forty students who were given an opportunity to learn
Fo2dzi GNIyaAdGA2ylf 2dzadGAOS o0& ( K&tingRPeAcia Sri 2 dzi K
Lanka projectThe Eastern Universitwas one of 12 participating universities that received
YdzYSNR dzd &dzLJLl2 NI |FyR FaaraidlyoS YSFadaNBa dzyR
understanding in transitional justice as a normative framework to redress systemic rights
violations. The projeatnabled the selected students to engage in dialogues as well as to utilize

the national level Transitional Justice process by connecting with policy makers and institutions.

At the outset, Prikashna and other selected students took part in a-dayo knowedge
improvement program where the group learneddepth about transitional justice as a concept
and the importance of its applicatiorboth as a framework and process postwar situations
to ensure justice and dignity for victims, establish accability, promote institutional reforms
and work towards nofrecurrence.



Soon after the workshop, Prikashna did a short volunteership to assist a local NGO that provided
assistance for disabled persons. With advice from her senior lecturer who is alsdNiR2 2 SO Q a
coordinator, Prikashna met with disabled people through the NGO to give them a basic
dzy RSNRB UGl YRAY 3 o62dzi {NRA [Fy{1lFQa OGNIXyarAdAz2yl f
reparations for themselves and their families.

a! f 20 dpdopld kaine acrosS through that volunteership were very angry that they had

been neglected by the state. Most of them complained that they were not receiving much
support to address their issues. | always made sure to explain to them about their aigghts
entitlements as disabled people. Some of them became disabled due to injuries caused by the

g NP RSAONAOSR t NAR]FaKY!

t NAlFaKylrQa FNASYR FyR FStt2¢ addzRSyidzx ¢KIy3l
utilized their learnings from the twday workshop to share knowledge within and outside the
university:

G ! F 4 S NJday Keningi psogram, we put together a stagema on transitional justice. We

AyOf dZRSR a0OSySa (G2 aArAYLXATe GKS F2dzNJ LIAE I NBR 3
to represent people who had no idea about transitional justice and other characters explained to
theold manabouttraa A G A2y | f 2dzaGAOS FyR K2g AdG OFy o06S Y
AaadzsSaode { AR {KIFNXYATR

¢KS 3IANRdzL) 2NBFYAT SR GKSANI FANRG LISNF2NXIFyOS R
1300 students were estimated to have been in the audiefi¢e student group also conducted

pre-and postperformance assessments to find out how the audience had absorbed their
messages.

Gazal addzRRSyta RAR y20 (y2¢ oKIFG GNIyaaAaGAaA2yl €
words because they had heard alioti from the media. The pogperformance evaluation

showed us that a majority of them who had no idea about transitional justice gained a basic
understanding about it fromourdramf.2 ¢S 6SNB GSNE KI LR gAIK 2d

Encouraged by #reactions to their inaugural performance, the student group then arranged a
performance to the secondary level students in Santhivali Siththivinayagar School in Oddamavadi
Divisional Secretariat Division. Both Sharmily and Prakashna feel that young pempéady to
discuss about and embrace the idea of transitional justice as a mechanism to resolve difficult
AdadzSa adGSYYAy3d Feadmvyr. { NA [y 1l Q& G§KANI @

GLY 2dz2NJ AYGSNr OGtA2yazr ¢S NBFIfATSR GKFG 2f RSN I
a lot of misunderstandings about transitional justice and they were reluctant to talk tSinse

there is a dependency culture, some of them expected us to provide material assistance to them.

But younger people understood our messages better. They vaatttgoin with us to stage the

RNI YI Ay 20KSNJ LX I OS&a4é I RRSR { KINYATE@
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Prakashna and Sharmily also pointed to the lack of progress in addressihg@Ww@arS O SR LIS 2 LJ
issues and problems as a major challenge in getting people to participate in dialogues on
transitional justice. They said people they met during follow up initiatives were quick to express

their dissatisfaction and despair in relation to an unavailability of information about their missing

family members, lack of assistance to engage in viaiglenne generation activities and rebuild

their lives, etc.

A¢KS 2fR LIS2LX S ¢2dZ R (Stff dza G(KFG W t238 KI
az2fdzianzya (2 2dzNJ LINRPofSyaz 6S R2y QG aSS K2¢ @&:;

transitond 2dzaGAOSKQ &2 AdG 61a&a Of SFNJ GKFG LIS2LX S ¢
fAGGOES LINPINBaa Ay UGUKSAN fAgSa G4Sy &@SFNBR | Fd4S

26-yearold R.Darshan and 2fearold S.Hayooran shared their experiences in impartingrthei
knowledge in transitional justice among peers and local communities. Referring to thengre
post-performance assessments, Darshana and Hayroon said their data showed that around 30%
of the 1300 students that saw their drama gained a basic understgndbout transitional
justice. And given the gravity of rights related issues and problems that continue to challenge the
lives of victims and their families, they both believe that the Sri Lankan government should
implement all four pillars of transitiongustice in order to establish lasting peace.

GENI YyaAdA2y I f 2dzadA 0SS YSOKI y A-éiies, hynimi rightssasd A Y LI
20KSN) 6dzaSazé aaSNISR 5FNEKIY

GENI YyaAldA2y I 2dzaGAOS Aa (GKS 7T2dzyRlpéndeayd dzLJ2y
NEO2YOAfALIGAZ2Y® ¢KAA Aa oKIG ¢S fSFENYyaG FTNRBY 0
a mother with a missing child approached us thinking we would be able to find information about

her child. It showed us a lack of confidence pedyaee in state institutions to get their problems

NBEazft SR®é | RRSR 5 NEKI y®

As part of postraining follow up, Hayroon linked up with AHAM, a local NGO, to conduct a
presentation on transitional justice issues for Trincomalee district public officialdato his

own personal experience before the project, Hayroon said all public officials that attended the
awareness raising session also had no knowledge about transitional justice.

GCKSNE 6SNBE Hna LI NGAOALN yiaod floh WSEaI@nPBWNIfey Sy i 2
were among the group. | helped them to get a basic understanding about the four pillars of
transitional justice and the importance of implementing transitional justice mechanisms in Sri
Lanka. We also hosted a pgstesentation dscussion. We are very interested in connecting with

LI2f A0& YIFI{1SNBR (2 FdzNOIKSNI Sy3alr3asS Ay (GKS GNIyaa

Based on their discussions with victims, local communities and youth, the Eastern University
studentgroupiscurrenth2l2 { Ay 3 G ¢l &a G2 O2yRdzO0 | R@20F Og
G2 GKS &ariddza A2y 2F YAaaiay3d LISNE2YAQ Tl YAfASa
issues that can be resolved under the rubric of transitional justice process.



G2 S &I obriductiia® awareness raising activity targeting Pradeshiya Sabha members to
discuss transitional justice issues with local level politicians. Our intention is to take those issues

G2 yrFradA2ylf €S@St L2t AO& YI | SNE tiekmp@tdniekof § KS Y ¢

connecting policy makers and victims.

G¢KS hT¥FAOS 2y aAaaiAyad tSNm2ya KlFLa y2i R2yS

AdzZNDADG2NED® hdzNJ RNI YI OFyQid FRRNBaa SOSNRBOIKAYS:S

which is ado important. We are afraid if policy makers will accept us. But we will still do what we
LX Iy (42 R2¢é¢ aidlFdSR 5FNBRKFIYy®

Darshan and Hayroon said their group members now have the necessary capacity and confidence
to help the national level transitional jusg process through several ways, including by collecting
information about affected people, providing referral assistance to victims and their families,
lobbying institutions such as the Office on Missing Persons to address outstanding issues relating
to missing people and their loved ones, raising awareness on transitional justice among youth

YySGig2Nl & FYyR €20t O2YYdzyAlASas yR R20dzyYSyida

with policy makers. Listening to their future plans it is clear thatghgect has succeeded in
inspiring this group of students from the Eastern University to utilize and strengthen the national
level transitional justice process by engaging in dialogue, advocacy and awareness raising efforts.

4. South Eastern University of Btanka- Case Study 4

23-yearold A.M.Ojiskhan is a third year student of the Faculty of Arts in South Eastern University,
Oluvil. Qjiskhan is one of 35 students from the South Eastern University who received training
assistance from the Youth and Traiwital Justice for Lonlgsting Peace in Sri Lanka project to
improve their knowledge in transitional justice. Little did he know when he applied for a training
program with no idea of what he was going to learn, that this training would also enable him to
achieve one of his dreams.

4L KIR y2 ARSI 6KIG GNIyarAdAz2ylf 2daiAr08 YSIy

L €SENYyG Foz2dzi LIS2LX SQa NRAIKG 2 AYF2NNIFGA2Y:

of war-affected people, etc. At the end of the traininl INJ Y= GKS& a1 SR dza
GKS 1S@& YSaal3asSa eé2dz tSIENYyG Ay GKS (NI AYyAy3
R2  aK2NI TAfY®dE

Ojiskhan had no previous experience or knowledge infilaking. Making a movie was one of
his dreams. dgether with Ojiskhan, other students in the group had also shared their ideas on
creative and effective ways to generate a dialogue on transitional justice.

GL o+ a a2 KFLILR gKSYy GKSe aStSOGSR Y& ARSE (2
a ore group that was going to be working with me on the short film. Our team consisted of two
Sinhalese girls, two Muslim girls, one Tamil boy and one Muslim boy. | developed a storyline and

0KSYy ¢S KSftR aSOSNIf NRdzyRa 2F RA&AOdza&aA2ya&a ol

y
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Ojiskhan explained the process that they followed for script development since they needed to

make sure that their film did not cause further harm to the victims and survivors of war. He
consulted and discussed with his core team on the draft script west written by a friend.

Ojiskhan said the draft script went through several rounds of changes until everyone was happy.

In consulting his team, according to Ojiskhan, he wanted his group members to take ownership

of this rare opportunity that they had beegiven.

G. ST2NB L RSO@OSt2LISR GKS RNIFG aONARLIIZ L O2yac
war. One of them was a Tamil student from the Jaffna university. Then | interviewed a Tamil boy

from my own area, Sammanthurai. | also spoke to aillgouth from Vavuniya who had taken

refuge in Chettikulam displacement camp following the final phase of the war. So some scenes

2T G0KS FTAfY KIFI@S 0SSy o6FlaSR 2y (KSaS (GKNBS &2
Odam(boat)is the title of their shortfim. T& FAf YQa aO0SySa I NB 620Sy |
character of a survivor whose father died in shelling while fleeing the fighting in their village. The
YFEAY OKIFNF¥OGSNNE &2dzy3d OKAf RNBY warler® OsiNRer vy I (i 2
mainchak OG SNRA& GNIYaAAGAZ2Y FTNRBY g Naltéring ekprier@&> Ay
of war, is symbolized by a scene in which he took a toy gun that his child was playing with and
handed him a pen instead.

After completing all preand postproduction work of the short film, Ojikshan found out that he
could have the first screening @damat the Youth Champions event, the thrday project
finale event that brought together all university students and yolgthders who had been part
of Youth and Transitional Justice for Ldagting Peace in Sri Lanka for over 18 months or so.

GL o6l yGSR G2 2NHIFIYAT S | LINBYASNI Fd GKS { 2dziK
dldzReAy3a Ay Yeé ayAPBSNERAGEZé alAR haial

G.dzi L ¢ a RSOdanmKtbeSyRuthiCRampiddNgveéhtheld in Colombo in April
2019. That audience consisted of youth who came from 22 districts in Sri Lanka.l would not have
been able to find a more representative audience than that @ thLINB YA SNE | RRSR hce

Ojiskhan is aware that their work has just begun in terms of creating a dialogue on transitional
justice usingOdamas a tool to bring people together for dialogue processes. Apart from a
screening at the university, Ojiskhan algants to team up with the District Secretariat Office in

Ampara to organize screenings for public officials and other appropriate audiences. He also wants

to create a wider discussion on transitional justice by opening a dedicated Facebook page for
Odam.

GL 6Aff 2NHIFIYATS aONBSyAy3da (23SUKSNI gAGK Y&
sharing sessions with the screening of the film to discuss about difficult issues of transitional
justice that victims and survivors are requesting the governineni 2 FAY R a2f dziA2y a

h2aAad |l KFIyQa A& ai0dzRSYyd 3INRdzL) 60StAS@®Sa GKIFG GKE
other young people to engage in dialogues with them about transitional jusiceording to



Ojiskhan, it is crucial to tap into youthfenergy in helping address unresolved, critical issues
which constrain the lives of waaffected people in their area even a decade since the war ended.

G, 2dzy3 LIS2LX S INB FOGAGS tA&aGSYSNERD® ¢KS@& |4

5

properh=z G2 | RRNB&aa UGNIyaArAbdAzzylf 2dzaGAO0S NBfFGSR
G, 2dzy3 LIS2LX S INB Ifaz2 Y2NB ¢gAftAy3a (G2 62N

reluctance to compromise their views and beliefs for lasting peace and readiociliSo | believe
it is crucial to engage young people in transitional justice and this project has been able to inspire

I INRdzL) 2F dza G2 R2 2dzad OGKI G¢
5. Sabaragamuwa University of Sri Lank&ase Study 5

Sachini Malka, Pravardini Menike and Kalitha N#sleges, 24, 24 and 22 are third year students

at the Sabaragamuwa University. When these three friends applied for a training program on
transitional justice, they had absolutely no idea what this phrase meant, let alone the crucial link
between transitonal justice and posivar peacebuilding and reconciliation. More than a year

since then, all three of them are now discussing and debating about transitional justice and
related issues in numerous private and public forums while organizing awarenesg raisin
FOGAGAGASEAE (2 AYONBIaS 20KSNJ 22dzikKQa dzyRSNAI
Sachini, Pravardini and Kalitha are among-at@ient group that was provided with knowledge

FYyR OF LI OAdGe RS@GSt2LIVSYyd | aaAa aradsiyoaeSusice foii KS bt
Longlasting Peace in Sri Lanka.

A 2 4 oA o~

G2S f SRNOAGK Alyo2dzi K2é6 {NA [Fy1FQa 6F N FFFFSOGSR
means, its four pillars, why transitional justice is crucial after war and violence to serve jostic

victims and prevent a recurrence of another war. Everything was new information and my

dzy RSNR UGl YRAY3 Fo2dzi GNIXyairxdAz2ylf 2dzaGAO0S KI a

At the end of their initial training program, all students were requested to makectaraplan

outlining how they intended to share their newly gained knowledge with other students and

youth within outside the university. As their first follow up activity, the group organized a one

day program that consisted of the staging of a short daiam presentation, a quiz competition,

a painting session and a plenary discussion on transitional justice. The idea was, Pravardini said,

to use different and creative formats to encourage discussion about the difficult topic of
transitional justice amongtudents that represented different ethneeligious groups.

G{AyOS 6S NBLNBaSyid SUGKYAO YR NBtAIA2dza 0O2Y
[FYy1l Qa 6FNE 6S 461 yiSR G2 ONBFIGS &L} OSdayF2NJ S@
program.We publicized about the program by distributing over 800 leaflets around the campus.

1 02dzi nnn a0dzRSyGa 22AYySR 2dzNJ F OGAGBAGASE (KNP

Youth from some of the worsiffected districts such as Mullaitivu and Batticaloa had sthare
their devastating and harrowing experiences of war with the audience. Sachini describes that the
painful recollection of experiences of war by some Tamil students served as an eye opener to a



lot of students in the audience, including their own group niems, into the deep psychological
wounds that the war had inflicted in their fellow students.

Kalitha is a young Muslim woman from the Batticaloa district. She considers it is important for
youth to give leadership to local level efforts to assist victamd affected families to get their
problems addressed. She has already begun to do so back in her village community by guiding
victims to connect with public officials and government institutions that are responsible for
implementing different componentsf the national transitional justice process.

G, 2dz0K KI @S I NBalLRyairoAtAGe G2 o0S Ay@2ft SR
YSOKIFyAaYvYazé RSAONAROSR YIFtAOGKI

G, 2dz0K NBE ISYSNIftfe OSNE LRAAIADSO sagesSté | NB
their local communities. They have the agency to mobilize people. And on the other hand, it is

also easy to make youth understand about complex and difficult aspects of transitional justice.
So our engagement is crucial if we are to see succeddlali O2 YSa ®¢ | RRSR Yl AG¢E

Positive feedback from audience members at the conclusion of thekdageprogram pointed

to the effectiveness of message delivery strategies and formats they utilized. Since that program,
members of the youth group are saidlbe approached by fellow students expressing their wish

to join future activities.

G2S Fftaz2 GKAYl AG A& AYLRNIFYy(d F2NJ dza G2 ONBI
including youth who have failed to get into the university education syst&dults have fears

that they carry on from war time. They have to be given accurate information about transitional
2dzaiAOSd¢é | RRSR { I OKAYA

They appreciate the direct links that they have been able to establish with officials of the Office

on Missing Pemns and the Secretariat for Reconciliation Mechanism (SCRM) under the Prime
Minister's office who participated at the first training program.

G2S RA&AOdza&ASR GAUK 2FFAOAILfT&A FNRBY hat FyR {/
questions we directed atthé RdzNA Yy 3 (GKS (NI AYyAy3I LINBPINI YE &l A
G¢eKSe Ffaz2 | aadaNBR dza (GKIFG 6S O02dz R O02YYdzyAC
relevant officials in their offices. The training gave us confidence to connect with policy makers

and officialsforbf AAy 3 | GGSyldAz2y G2 OGNIyaArxdA2ylf 2dzaGAC

The project brought together 45 students who themselves represented different ethnic and
religious communities. And for a majority of students in the group, it turned out to betdifire
experience to discuss very sensitive, contested ideas and issues within their own group.

GCKAA gl & F F22R 2L NIdzyAdGe F2N) dzda (G2 RAaOdza
was the first time | took part in something like this. Andsnof the other students, too, had no

previous experience in being trained together or discussing sensitive issues with students from
20KSN) SGKYAO yR NBfAIA2dza O2YYdzyAlASaodé | RRS



The project has groomed a committed group of young students whaamaw leading their own
efforts to build a positive discourse on transitional justice while launching actions to help victims
seeking redress for their protracted and unresolved issues.

6. . 2dziK [ SFRSNE a20Af ATré&sitbidlJdstcdP 2 § & Q { dzLJLJ2 NI
Mary Dinishiyag Jaffna district

29%-yearold Mary Dinishiya is a resident of Point Pedro, in Jaffna. After completing an external
RSAINBS Ay {20A2f2383 S5AyAaKA@l (2271 dzZLJ I @2f dz
for Devebpment), a local NGO network that provides numerous assistance and services to war
affected communities. Dinishiya now works as a field officer at SOND, which also collaborated

with NPC to implement its Youth and Transitional Justice for-Hastmg Peacen Sri Lanka
LINE2SOG o0& O22NRAYFGAYy3 @2dziK £ SIRSNBQ SYLRgS
one of 400 youth leaders across the country that took part in training and capacity development

to organize dialogue sessions and create awassron transitional justice.

In the Jaffna district alone, the project trained 45 youth leaders and activists and out of whom,
five youth were provided further training in facilitation. Dinishiya was one of the facilitators.

AAAAA

G2 KSy {hb5 &St t0iogSdR travisttiondl udlite,l| was clueless about what
OGN yaridA2ylf 2daAGA0S YSIyiszé SELXIFAYSR 5AyAaK

. dzi | F G Saepthi abdutNGE koyicapt of yansitional justice, its four pillars, | realized its

value for Sri Lanka in addressing vafieO i SR LIS2 L)X SQa AaadsSaod !'ff (K
thirty-year war are still there. It is crucial to remove those root causes to build peace and promote
NEO2YOAT AL GA2Yyd {2 GNIYyaAAGA2YLIE 2dza0A @S LINRBOS

As a field officer, Dinishiya is required to travel across the district. Since she meets rural
communities on regular basis, Dinishiya makes use of those interactions to hold discussion
sessions with community groups. After their training, the JaffrdzgioK f S RSNA Q 3 NP dzLJ
50 Training of- Trainers (ToT) activities in the Jaffna district for other youth, building their
knowledge and capacity to conduct awareness raising activities on transitional justice.

G2S gSyid G2 GKS ZJpebfdive Ade 2ondictet! threeSur diatoglie Pz

with community groups. We distributed leaflets with information on transitional justic¢éhose
discussions, the issue of missing persons kept coming up. People showed resentment and despair

at lack d support from the state to resolve their issues. We were often required to divert
attention to nonNB OdzNNB Yy OS KAt S | LIINBOAFGAY 3 GKSAN LI
Dinishiya also has direct links to district and divisional level publicrastnaition officials. After
organizing several threbour dialogue sessions with public officials to discuss transitional justice
related issues, Dinishiya realized the need to close a wide gap in awareness on transitional justice
among public officials.



G2S KFE@S G2 2NHIYAT S Y2NB gl NBySaa NI Aa 3
a

dzy RSNR UGl YRAY3 2y GNIyYyaaAdAz2ylf 2dzaidAO0Ssz¢ |
G¢KSe FFNB NBftdzOGFyd G2 Sy3ar3asS 6AGK dza (2 RA&C
knowledge on his topic will also derail our plans for the district. This is a big challenge we are
FFEOAY3 G GKS Y2YSyiloé

A
A
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Dinishiya said their entire group is motivated and inspired to continue and expand on dialogue

and awareness raising activities by connecting vather recognized and widespread youth

networks such as the National Youth Services Council (NYSC). Links with NYSC, according to
SAYAAKARLEFZT gAff 2LISy dzZLJ O2YYdzyAOFGA2Y OKI yySt
policy makers.

Banuka Lanka Edirisghe¢ Kurunegala district

26-yearold Banuka Lanka Edirisinghe and his team of 25 youth leaders from the Kurunegala

RAAONAOGD F2NXNSR | @2dziK ySGgeg2Nl = al SIENIG . S
transitional justice focused trainings conductey youth leaders. Youth members of the Heart
.SFG ySGe2N] KFa FfNBFRe OFNNASR 2dzi F &SNA

awareness on transitional justice.

G¢KS ARSF G2 F2N¥Y || @&2dz2iK ySig2N] dnkdoyy! G§SR
bt/ ® aé& (y2¢6ftSR3IAS 2F GNIyarildAaA2yl 2dza i A0S 0
describing how he benefited from the training asince on transitional justice provided by NPC.

GhdzNJ ANRdzLJ YSYO6 SNBE & dz33S & BaRjustickdmidy yodth thrgugh2 NJY |-
a Facebook page and messaging each other via WpptdBut some of us expressed that we
YSSRSR (G2 dzaS ONBIGAGBS YSIya G2 FGGNF Ol e&2dziK
K2g 6S RSOARSR G2 FT2NX | SENI . SIGo¢

Banuka and other youth leaders periodically organize hikes and-seghg trips to draw young

people to join their Heart Beat network. And during each trip, they allocate time and space to

hold dialogues with the participants to enhance their understagdatout transitional justice

and inspire them to mobilize other youth to work for peace and reconciliation.

GhdzNJ ySUg2N] O2yairaida 2F eé2dziK FTNRBRY ff GKNEBS
grown to 100 members within few monthkack of awaneess about transitional justice is a big
OKIFffSyasS ¢S FI0OS Ay 3AShGAy3a e2dziK Ay@d2t SR A\
FOGAGAGASAE (2 1SSL) e2dziK AYGSNBaGSR Ay 2dzNJ g2
The Heart Beat youth network organizes social welttivities such as distribution of schooling

materials to resource poor schools and represent their network in other peacebuilding and social

welfare events taking place in the district. Banuka says each event and a meeting creates a new
opportunity forthem to share information about transitional justice and their youth network.



G2S KIFIZS YIRS AYLNR@GSYSyda |G O2YYdzyAide fS@St
justice. Youth want to join our network. Since we have youth leaders who are ualingur
2dz0NBFOK | OGAGAGASE | GGNI OG @82dz2ikK FNRBY Fif (K

The Heart Beat youth network also interfaces with the NPC supported Kurunegala District Inter
Religious Committee (DIRC) in conducting dialogues witbreliff ethnic and religious groups.

2 A0K FaaraidlyOS FTNRY 5Lw/ Qa NBtAIA2dza f S RSNE
Muslim community representatives in an effort to prevent further attacks on Muslims after a

smoke bomb was thrown into mosque miug the February 2018 anluslim attacks in Digana.

Banuka believes their discussions with local community members also helped to prevent further

such attacks against Muslims.

G2S IINB LXFYyyAy3a G2 332 G2 W TFyIl ozinperdtandOdzt (i dzN
transitional justice related issues faced by people living in Jafffeawill bring that information

and make our policy makers and politicians aware of those isS8Meshave prepared a list of

questions that we will find answers to during oBfrA 8 Odza a A2y a gAOGK WI FTYI
added Banuka

Milanka Gajamanna; Badulla

35year2 f R aAflyll DIF2FYlLyyl KFa 28SNJ I RSOIFIRSQa
works with Future In Our Hands (FIOH), a local NGO implementing peacebinldirsgd

activities in Baddula. Milanka was among 40 youth leaders that received knowledge
SYKIFIYyOSYSyd adzZLJL2 NI F2N¥Y Dbt/ Qa |, 2dziK yR ¢NIy
and build a positive discourse to counter misinformation and extremistati@es about Sri
[FYy1lQa GNIyaadadgaAzylrf 2dzaidA0S YSOKIyAayYa |FyR A

G! FASNI 2dzNJ GNF AYyAy3aAS ¢S LINBPGARSR GNFXYAYAY3I (2 |
Fo2dzi GNIyaAixldAzylf 2dzaidA0Ss¢é alAR aiflyqll

Explaining why they decided toworkivk G KS LJX I yal GA2y aSO02NJ &2 dzi
our activities on the plantation sector youth. They are a difficult segment to attract because they

leave for employment immediately after leaving school. Some of them expect us to give money

and other resources to get involved in peacebuilding activities. And the language is also a big
barrier, so they are an isolated group and we felt it was important to have them joined our

I OGABAGASE DE

¢KS . FRdzE £ @2dziK f SI RSNAEQ isaussbulzbinds WithyelighwsH | v A 1
f SFRSNAE FYyR tNIRSakKA&l {lFoKI LREtAGAOAIyad ¢KS
Badulla District InteReligious Committee (DIRC) religious leaders.

GwStATIA2dza £ S RSNAE A yEFX @8$0 S 234208 703 R 2y A 2 DR ¢

Elaborating on why their group identified religious leaders as a key segment to engage with,
aAftlyll &FAR aLFT ¢S 3ISG NBfAIA2dza € SFRSNER G2
respective followers people will change their misconceived and extremist ideas about



transitional justice. We believe if religious leaders intervene, we will be able to achieve the results
S SELISOG FNRBY 2dzNJ STT2NI a dé

Badulla youth leaders also held a dialogue session 8btiPradeshiya Sabha members in the
district. As a result of their effort, some of the councilors that spoke very negatively about

transitional justice at the beginning of their dialogue, subsequently changed their mind after
f A&a0SyAy3 (2 emeBcdznkinfdrrBatior ShhidgpreSektations.

Z

LY 2NRSNJ G2 I RRNBaa GNrXyairxdaAzyl f 2dzethitiddS A a
NBEO2YOAf AL GAZ2YZ S ySSR G2 ONBFGS F aLISEFOS O
G{2 2dzNJ I OG A @A G A Start freny talkiny hbgud thelinked 16 Icréate @ dedtuieoD S

peace in our society. Then it is easy to develop the discussion further and deliver all key messages

in an effective way. If we start off a dialogue with the topic of transitional justice itsetiplpe
g2y Qi dzyRSNARAUGIYR YR fa2 GK2aS ¢6K2 dzyRSNREG!I y|

a
d

Milanka and other youth leaders from the Badulla district plan to organize exposure visits-to war
affected areas to make their youth members better understatdut warrelated trauma and
issues of survivors and victims. They believe bonds that emerge through exchange visits and
experience sharinggendeavorswill be strong enough to endure numerous challenges and
upheavals.

Gb2o2Re& Ol y RSaii Ndge througiSexohahge Risits, kKol this o8 my years

of peacebuilding experience. This is why we will give priority to exchange visits to hold dialogues
between different youth groupsYouth find it easy to work with their peers unlike religious
leaded YR Llzof A0 2FFAOAIf A K2 R2y Qi 3ISYSNIff¢&
RAaOdzaaA2yade adliSR aAftlyqll

Piyumal Athukoralag Matara district

26-yearold-Piyumal Athukorala wears many hats: He is a program coordinator at the Community
Developnent Centre, a local NGO in Matara; plays the role of team leader for all ONUR (Office

for National Unity and Reconciliation) implemented activities; and serves as a district coordinator

for the National Youth Services Club (NYSC). Piyumal underwentraosith peacebuilding
FEOAEAGFG2NI ONFAYAY3I A LINIG 2F bt/ Qa wSftfAIA?2
in peacebuilding, Piyumal, similar to a majority of youth leaders that trained along with him, had

no prior knowledge about transitiai justice.

G ¢ KS { Krhidng hefpédame a lot to get a basic understanding about transitional justice.
After that training, | kept reading books, magazines, newspaper articles to improve my
1y26ftSR3ISZ¢ &AFAR tAedzyl €

All thirty leaders that received nowledge enhancement training subsequently divided
themselves into smaller groups and conducted Training of Trainers (ToT) for another thirty youth.
Piyumal joined with three other youth leadeggwo female and one maldo organize their first

ToT initidive.



A ¥ s oA x

G2S aStSOOGSR UKANLe &2dziK GKFG OFYS FTNRBY dzy A O
NGOs, and so olWe organized different activities to simplify different principles and the four
LIAEEFNB 2F GNIyarauAz2ylf 2dzaGA0SZ¢ alF AR t Ae@dzyl

Piyuma and his small group also organized a dialogue session between 20 youth club
representatives and 20 students from the Matara Open University. The idea, Piyumal said, was
to give a safe space for youth to find out, clarify, debate and discuss all issliesraserns they

had about the national transitional justice process and mechanisms.

Women in fishing villages are a marginalized group in the Matara district and they often get left
behind by social and peacebuilding interventions. Piyumal and his gmnoerpbers visited
Kapugama in Dondra Head to engage in a discussion with 25 women leaders from nearby fishing
villagers.

GL Ffaz2z RAR y20 1y2¢ lyeiKAy3 Fo2dzi GNIFyaArdaAz
fishing villages to be informed aboutatisitional were rare. This was the main reason why

2NBI YAT SR  RAFf23dzS 6AGK 62YSy fSIFRSNBR Ay 52
5SAONROAY T FAdzNHIKSNI Fo2dzi GKSANI YSaal3aS RSt AQSI
our conversations with groups liketife 42 GKIF 0 S@SNER2y S Ol y dzy RSN&A
Piyumal says they are forced to contend with challenges stemming from the combined impact of

AN} aaNe20a LIS2LX SQa 01 2F 6l NBySaa yR FI €:
Misinformation has givense to confusion among people, including youth that often question

the relevance of a national level transitional justice process for Sri Lanka.

Gt S2LX S a1 dza WwAa GNIyaArldAz2ylf 2dzaGA0S GKS Y
to them whySri Lanka has to implement a transitional justice process by emphasizing on the need
fornorNB OdzNNBEYy OS 2F | y20KSNJI 61 NEE¢ &l AR t A&dzyl f

2SS Frtaz2 SELXIAY G2 GKSY Ilo2daZi GKS RAFFSNByY
international institutions tha are involved in supporting transitional justice processes in-{ost
gl NI O2dzy i NASadé aidladSR tAedzylf o

Piyumal is well aware of the dichotomous role that youth in any society play as agents of violence
FYR 3Syda 2F LISIFOS® wS T Saévdedt in Iwo iarxist idéhlogy] I Yy 1 I Y
inspired rebellions in the South and also in the thiysar wart A @ dzY'F £ alF AR GKI @
participation in transitional justice and peacebuilding is critical. They are making plans to expand

on their outreach and awareess activities by connecting with youth in the Open University

system. Piyumal and his small group has initiated discussions to connect with Open Universities
across the island where over 40,000 youth students are following different degrees and training
courses.

GhLISY | YAOSNEAGE aiGdzRRSyida 02YS FTNRY I[ff SUKyA
KIF @3S FT2NX¥YSR || @2dziK ySGteg2N] OFfttSR a{S@OSy =21t



Universities through our network. We have planned to start Witk S h LISy dzy A S NE A G &
said Piyumal

Apart from youth, they also want to work with women, religious leaders, CBO representatives,
FYR Lzt AO 2FFAOAFIfAD ¢KS& KIFI@S LIXIFIYyySR G2 2
sessions in each Diwosal Secretariat Division with 40 participants made up of youth activists
and representatives from those different segments. Piyumal says his links with ONUR will be used
to connect with public officials and policy makers and invite them to local lealelgiie forums.
G.dAfRAY3I fAY1a 6A0GK GNIyaaAdGaAz2ylrf 2dzaidA0S Aya
GSNE RAAGlIYG YR NBY2OSR FNRBY (KS LIS2LX S

Gt S2LX S KI @S G2 S LINE JA R $ansitbrialijuktice: Thi® idaMdy weS A Y F
KIS ARSYGATASR A aSaaAirzya |G 3INFaaNez2
added Piyumal
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Building National Ownership of the Reconciliation Process
#SLyouth4T]

In any post-conflict situation, a purposefully
directed and carefully considered process of
transition is an important element of building
lasting peace and meaningful reconciliation.
The process takes into account the anguish
of all victims, imespective of religion or
ethnicity and seeks continuity on the basis of
truth, justice and change.

Unfortunately, there is very little knowledge
amongst most sectors of society regarding
the transitional justice process that Sri Lanka
has embarked upon in its search for peace
that binds the country together The
transitional justice process has been
distorted to mean that it is about punishment
and not about justice. This has made it easy
for nationalists on both sides of the ethnic
divide to discredit the process and seek fo
generate mass opposition to it and use it for
their narrow political objectives.

‘Youth Engagement with Transitional Justice
for Long-lasting Peace in Sri Lanka is a
unique effort led by the Mational Peace
Council of Sri Lanka that created space for
young men and women to understand and
support the process of transition that Sri
Lanka needs. This initiative seeks to mobilize
the energies and idealism of youth in favor of
a cause that aims to vindicate the rights of
victims of the country’s protracted ethnic
conflict, to bring justice and closure to them,
and to lay the foundations for a peaceful and
reconciled Sri Lanka.

Over a period of 18 months, the project
provided a range of training and mentoring
opportunities to over 540 students from 12

universities’ and another 400 grassroots
level youth activists and leaders in 21
districts®,  building their capacity and
confidence to engage in dialogue processes
and to connect and consult with their peers
and also with policy makers and be internal
mediators.

Overall, 1780 youth, including 893 females
and 178 war victims, from across the country
are applying their enhanced knowledge and
improved capacities to address critical
human rights violations and other past
abuses, utilizing non-violent and effective
mechanisms and platforms.

The National Peace Council received funding
support from the UN Peace Building Fund
under its Gender and Youth Promotion
Initiative (GYPI) to pramate
gender-responsive and inclusive
peacebuilding in Sri Lanka by enhancing the
positive role that youth can play in the
countrys post-war peacebuilding and
reconciliation processes as a key driving
force. The project was implemented in
collaboration with Legal Action Worldwide
(LAW) in engagement with Harvard
International Human Rights Clinic and the
state universities of Sri Lanka. The project
worked in close collaboration with the
Secretariat for Reconciliation Mechanism
(SCRM) under the Prime Minister's office and
the University Grants Commission to
connect with students of the 12 participating
universities and policy makers who are
leading transitional justice and reconciliation
related institutions and initiatives.

1 University of Colombe, University of the Visual and Performing Arts, University of Kelaniya, Ssbaragamuwa University of Sri
Larka, Universily of Ruhuna, University of Peradeniya, University of Uva Wellassa, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, Rajarala
University of Sri Lanka, University of Jaflna, Eastern University, Sri Lanka and Scuth Eastern University of S Lanka

2 Kandy, Nuwara Eliys, Galle, Matara, Hambantols, Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniys, Mullaitivy, Kilinochehi, Batticalos, Ampara,

Put b Badula,

Kalitara and Ratnapura

Inclusion of Youth in Mational Level
Dialogues on Transitional Justice

A key focus of the project has been to
improve youth engagement in the transition
process, and their evolution as internal
mediators within their communities. The
project established links between youth and
policy makers leading the national
Transitional Justice process enabling them
to be involved in the discussion on issues
related to justice and reconciliation. The
project also encouraged young men and
women to take ownership of post-war
peacebuilding and reconciliation efforts.
Their creativity was hamessed to bring in the
different perspectives on transitional justice
cutting across ethnic divides. This has
helped to reduce the susceptibility of youth
to one-sided nationalist propaganda and
activities that continue to impede the
country's  post-war peacebuilding and
reconciliation effarts.

Setting a Precedent for Future
Engagements with State Institutions

Representatives from the Secretariat for
Coordinating Reconciliation Mechanisms
(SCRM) and the Office on Missing Persons
took part in most training activities sefting a
precedent for fuiure engagemenis with
these two imporiant state institutions
leveraging their mutual understanding and
relationships.

Assisting Youth Efforts to Broaden the
Discourse on Transitional Justice and
Reconciliation Among Peers

After taking part in project supported
knowledge and capacity enhancement
workshops, the students conceptualised

and conducted follow-up activities in 21
districts, broadening the discourse on
transitional justice and reconciliation among
their peers. A drama developed by the
student group of the Eastern University was
staged during a recent freshers' induction
program involving over 700 students who
came from across Sri Lanka. Another major
follow-up activity was the Jaffnia University's
debate competition, ‘Do We See the
Possibility of Transitional Justice in Sr
Lanka to Generate Unity among Ethnicities?*
which was attended by over 2000 students
who took part in the university's art week
programme. Production of a short film by
South Eastern University, an opinion survey
video made by University of Kelaniya
students, and organization of a Transitional
Justice Day by the University of Ruhuna and
One day Transitional Justice Campaign by
Sabaragamuwa University were also among
follow-up activities carried out by the
participating university students.

Study Tour to Harvard and Establishment of
Human Rights Clinic

Another key component of the project was a
Clinical Exchange study tour to the Harvard
International Human Rights Clinic in October
2018. Five participants from Jaffna,
Colombo and Eastern universities took part
in this study tour and learned about the
structure and functioning of a human rights
clinic. The University of Jaffna is currently in
the process of establishing a legal clinic to
assist victims and family members with
legal issues whose search for justice and
closure continues.




7. Youth Recommendations for Government, Victims, Media, Civil Societies

Nations

and United

Recommendations for the Effective Implementation of Transitional
Justice, Peace and Reconciliation in Sri Lanka with a focus on
victims

These recommendations are a collation of recommendations by representative students

from 11 state universities and youth from 21 districts who participated in a consultation
on the way forward for reconciliation in Sri Lanka.

In a plural society in which there is ethnic, religious and other diversities, it is necessary to
give equal opportunity and status to all constituent groups. Accordingly, these
recommendations represent the changes that are necéssary for the unification of Sri
Lanka. -

Recommendations to Victims
Building empathy

Victims should organize themselves as a collective —across communities and regions- and
raise their voice in order to get attention to their problems from the state

Victims can share their stories, and act as role models to those from own community as well
as different ethnic communities as well as regions, while using different vehicles such as
media and publications to share among wider communities

Victims should not give photos and private information to the media or any other party
other than recognized institutions which are in charge of providing services to victims

Finding justice

Victims should provide accurate information about their situations to relevant state
institutions and not be afraid to since there is a Witness Protection Act that is enforceable

Victims should be aware of laws and acts available to redress injustice

Victims should exert pressure on the government to enact public litigation to enable family
members, relations or friends to appear on behalf of victims

Emphasis should be given to a victim-centered approach rather than punitive action aimed
at rights violators.

Reparations and re-integration

Victims should be aware of which institutions they are able to access in order to get their
services and rights related concerns addressed.

Victims should be capacitated to get assistance using Right to Information Act and victims -
should use social media to encourage others to get information about RTI




The disabled and widows should be encouraged and assisted to enter marriage/remarry, by
providing necessary material and psycho-social support.

Victims should seek and engage in self-employment

Victims should participate in rehabilitation related assistance programs and collect
information and documents pertinent to loss of property

Healing

Victims should be able to practice their own religions which will assist in their healing and be
able to participate in religious festivals of other religions with an aim to promote healing
and reconciliation -

Victims should seek counselling and other assistance to heal own psychological wounds and
also to help other victims in their healing process

Victims should come together through arts and culture related activities promotmg
peacebuilding and reconciliation

Recommendations to UN
Disbelllng misconceptions

The UN should utilise social media to dispel the perception that it is targeting war heroes for
punishment and nourishing NGOs

UN should explain rationale underlying the need for a hybrid court system while removing
the misconceptions through use of social media

UN should launch information campaigns through the media on Transitional Justice and
reconciliation

UN should work towards a youth-led process for ground level awareness creation about
Transitional Justice and reconciliation

UN should provide an avenue to enable youth to make direct recommendations and appeals
on transitional justice and other issues

Building knowledge

UN should work with the government to introduce Transitional Justice and related themes
through the school curriculum so that the processes are viewed as mechanisms for
transition

Working with the detractors

UN should provide international exposure visits for legislators especially those who have a
negative attitude towards reconciliation.



Ensuring accountability

UN to encourage Sri Lanka to include its commitment to reconciliation in the constitution in
the same manner that the UN talks about peace in the world UN should continue to focus
on Transitional Justice and related issues in Sri Lanka

UN should be impartial by pressuring Sri Lanka to keep to the implementation time line

When providing aid to Sri Lanka, the UN should make it conditional on the promotion of
reconciliation

UN should ensure that resources meant for victim communities should reach them and not
others -

Sustainable peace T

UN should pressurise the government to address poverty issues as they at the root of
conflict harnessing the energies of youth

UN should encourage education reforms focused on poverty alleviation bringing in
knowledge from the world

Recommendations to Government
Mohilising youth
Government should legislate for a youth quota of 25 percent for parliament

Government should mobilise the National Youth Services Council’s youth network to
support the transitional justice process

Actionalising transition

Government should strengthen existing transitional justice mechanisms and speed up
process of criminal prosecution

Government should provide security to those who wish to participate in Transitional Justice
mechanisms

Government should establish the Office for Reparations and strengthen the Office for
Missing Persons

Government should publish information that is already available about missing persons

Government should take measures to educate government officials and politicians and get
them to act to support the transitional justice process

Energising the environment for change

Government should amend the constitution and existing laws and mechanisms to suit
present needs




Government should repeal the Prevention of Terrorism Act

Government should enact enabling legislation for international conventions such as ICCPR
signed by the Sri Lankan state

Government should strengthen anti-hate speech laws to punish those who engage in hate
speech

Government should devise means to deal with violations of Code of Ethics relating to
members of legislative bodies.

Government should pass legislation to make private sector also liable for punishment for
human rights violations -

Government should educate people about Right to Information Act and strengthen the
mechanism

Engaging with the public

Government should constantly inform the general public about the progress of the
Transitional Justice process and future actions

Government should work to obtain support of the media for positive focus on reconciliation
Sustaining change

Government should teach history in schools without taking sides between the different
ethnic communities :

Government should include Peace and Reconciliation into school and university syllabi
Government should not favour any religion or ethnic community in giving benefits
Government should put up name boards and print government forms in all three languages

The work of Reconciliation officers within government structures needs to be publicized to
general public and to government officials

Government should recruit only those who are committed to reconciliation to jobs in that
field within the government

Government should enhance accountability of state officers in relation to the reconciliation
and the transitional justice process.

Government should create positions similar to the Divisional level Buddhist Affairs Officer
who deals with issues relating to Buddhists for other religions also

Re-engineering social change
Government should incentivise inter-religious and inter-ethnic marriages.

As there is a nexus between poverty and receptivity to reconciliation issues, the government
should run programs to deal with poverty.







