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6th Operational Steering Committee Meeting 
- Minutes -
Date and time: 24 July 2019 | 11:00 – 12:30 pm; Location: United Nations, New York  
Attendance: ILO (Chair), UNDP, UNICEF, WFP, UNFPA, DCO, MPTFO, JOINT SDG FUND SECRETARIAT

Overview of decisions and outcomes:

· Equatorial Guinea (EG): Regarding whether the Joint Fund should receive and programme funds related to a $20 million civil forfeiture settlement involving recovered assets by the US Department of Justice, the OSC agreed to one last attempt to obtain a letter of endorsement for receipt of the funds from the EG Government (letter to be sent from the UNDP Administrator). If no response, the funds will not go through the Joint SDG Fund and MPTFO/interested UN entities will consider reprogramming the funds through a different vehicle. The US Department of Justice will be informed of the OSC decision by the MPTFO.  OSC underlined the risk of the Fund receiving earmarked funds that could undermine the pooled funding concept and wider reform agenda the Fund is intended to support.   

· Advocacy and Resource Mobilization strategy: OSC agreed:

· Secretariat to organize a side event at the General Assembly with a draft concept to be shared for OSC inputs.
· Principals of OSC agencies will support the Fund’s visibility, to the extent possible, as they plan GA events.
· Ongoing outreach to existing and potential donors and partners to continue as the Secretariat prepares a resource mobilization operationalization plan that includes a clear accountability framework for OSC support to resource mobilization efforts and enhanced private sector engagement.  Plan to be shared in September. 
· Strategic Advisory Group to meet in September, after the General Assembly, at the Permanent Representative level.
· Secretariat to work with DCO to link the Fund’s resource mobilization efforts with DCO’s fundraising efforts for the Special Purpose Trust Fund;
· Secretariat to organize a 2020 pledging conference, with support from OSC agencies and members of the Strategic Advisory Group.

· First Call for Concept Notes: The OSC endorsed 24 countries to develop joint programmes (see Annex 1) and excluded six (Colombia, Gabon, Malaysia, Myanmar, Syria and Zimbabwe) that did not meet requisite quality standards. All 114 Resident Coordinators will be notified of the selection process outcome via letter from the Deputy Secretary-General, circulated by DCO.  The six not selected will receive a personalized letter outlining the rationale from the Secretariat. The Secretariat will begin vetting (same survey and interview process with RCs) the next ten ranked concept notes (see Annex 2) to identify six countries to fulfil the targeted $60 million funding envelope. Results of the second vetting will be shared with the OSC by 9 August.
 
· Second Call for Concept Notes: The OSC endorsed the proposed process for preparation of the second call for concept notes focused on catalytic investments and innovative finance. The Secretariat is hosting a series of engagements with private sector investors from the global south, Regional Economic Commissions and DFIs to gather insights and inform the call.  A workshop with UN agencies and experts to finalize the call is planned for September.  Potential sponsors (Dag Hammarskjold Foundation/EU) have been approached and ILO generously offered to host in Geneva. The Fund’s Secretariat will finalize the details/logistics of the workshop and inform the OSC and accordingly for support in sharing the invitation to their senior staff for participation.


Annex 1: Portfolio overview
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	Country
	Requested amount

	1
	Albania
	1,500,000

	2
	Bangladesh
	2,000,000

	3
	Brazil
	2,000,000

	4
	Cambodia
	1,999,173

	5
	Costa Rica
	2,000,000

	6
	Ecuador
	1,997,630

	7
	Georgia
	2,000,000

	8
	Laos
	2,000,000

	9
	Lebanon
	2,000,000

	10
	Madagascar
	2,000,000

	11
	Malawi
	2,000,000

	12
	Mauritania
	2,000,000

	13
	Mexico
	2,000,000

	14
	Mongolia
	1,990,000

	15
	Montenegro
	1,970,000

	16
	Nigeria
	2,000,000

	17
	Palestine
	2,000,000

	18
	Rwanda
	2,000,000

	19
	Sao Tome and Principe 
	1,900,000

	20
	Somalia
	2,000,000

	21
	Tanzania
	1,994,400

	22
	Thailand
	2,000,000

	23
	Turkmenistan
	1,920,000

	24
	Uzbekistan
	2,000,000

	Total
	47,271,203
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Annex 2: Country ranking: from 30 to 40


	Ranking
	Country 
	Score

	30
	Indonesia
	77.00

	32
	Argentina
	76.67

	32
	Vietnam
	76.67

	34
	South Africa
	76.33

	35
	Barbados
	76.00

	35
	Chile
	76.00

	37
	Burkina Faso
	75.67

	38
	Kenya
	75.33

	39
	Republic of Congo
	75.00

	40
	Philippines
	74.33

	40
	Samoa
	74.33
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