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	Project No & Title:
	PBF/SLE/J-1   Supporting the Implementation of the Joint Communiqué through an Independent Investigation into Allegations of Rape and Sexual Violence against Women at the SLPP Headquarters on 16 Mar 2009.

	Recipient UN Organization:  
	UNDP
	Priority Sector: 
	Democracy and Good  Governance

	National Authority: 
	Justice Bankole Thompson Commission of Enquiry

	Location:
	Freetown

	Project Cost:
	 USD 29,463

	SC Approval Date:
	June 2009
	Starting Date:
	July 2009
	Completion Date:
	August 2009

	PBF Outcome and Priority area
	Priority 2: Good governance and national reconciliation. 

Outcome 6: national reconciliation

	Project Description:
	In March 2009, Sierra Leone was hit by the biggest eruption of violence since the end of the war between the two main political parties –the ruling APC and the opposition SLPP that lead to injuries, loss of property and alleged rape of SLPP supporters.  The UNIPSIL and UNCT brokered peace talks that resulted in the signing of a joint communiqué which attempted to address the key issues brought forward by both parties.   The communiqué amongst others condemned all forms of violence and political incitement. Amongst 16 issues of attention, the communiqué categorically condemned any form of sexual violence and without prejudice to any prior police investigation, recommended that the President establishes and independent enquiry to investigate all allegations of rape and sexual violence. 

	Immediate Objectives:
	l. "investigating the allegations of rape and sexual, abuse against women which occurred at the

Headquarter f the. Sierra Leone People’s arty on l6th March 2009"

2. ,,To identify the persons involved in the substance of the allegations and to determine whether any

breach of the law occurred"

3. "To recommend the action to be taken against persons who committed any breach of the law"

	Project Completed in September 2009


	Funds disbursed:
	USD 29,463

	Delivery rate:
	100%

	Outputs delivered:
	 The UNPBF provided funds to ensure
· That office space for the commission was rehabilitated 

· Commissioners were recruited and remunerated

· Logistics-Vehicles, computers, stationary etc were provided

· Transport refunds to witnesses provided

	Achievements and challenges
	The commission concluded its enquiries and has submitted its report to the President. The report concludes that although violence was committed against some supporters e.g bodily harm etc; the commission could not establish that any form of rape occurred based on the evidences received by the commission. 
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