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	Project No & Title:
	PBF/SLE/A-7  Development of an Independent National Public Broadcasting Service 

for Sierra Leone

	Recipient UN Organization:  
	UNDP
	Priority Sector: 
	Democracy and Good Governance

	National Authority: 
	Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

	Location:
	Freetown

	Project Cost:
	USD 850,000

	SC Approval Date:
	 June 2009
	Starting Date:
	N.A
	Completion Date:
	Shall be delayed

	PBF Outcome priority area
	Priority 2. Good governance and national reconciliation. 

Outcome 6: national reconciliation

	Project Description:
	The United Nations Integrated Peace building Office of Sierra Leone (UNIPSIL) as of 1st October 2008 will only support UN Radio temporarily for one year. The challenge facing UN Radio going forward is to phase itself out and ensure that a new national independent radio service fills the gap, with initial UN and international donor support. 

The current transition plan, which success depends on PBF funding, entails two parallel processes in which UN Radio continues to function temporarily under UNIPSIL auspices whilst a new institution is created which will compete with Liberia and Tanzania for the status of the first truly independent national public service broadcast corporation in Africa. The new entity to be created is to be known as the Sierra Leone Broadcast Corporation, (SLBC) and will be legally established with the passage of legislation by Parliament before the end of 2008. The law was submitted to the Cabinet on 17 September 2008.



	Immediate Objective:
	This shall be accomplished by contributing to an established public service broadcaster in Sierra Leone, SLBC, that is independent, has a functioning and trained board, trained and professional staff, and is adequately resourced to provide independent news and information, and provide programming which includes the participation of the citizens



	Project Progress as at September, 2009

	Funds disbursed:
	USD  0%

	Delivery rate:
	0%%

	Outputs delivered:
	None

	Achievements and challenges
	This project has been challenged by the existence of the legal foundation for the establishment of the Independent radio. A bill that was debated by parliament and passed was thought to have been inadequate in a few areas and thus the need for an ammendement. 
For example, it gave unilateral powers to the President in the appointment of the director general of the board who had no limit in his/her tenure; the board also had no tenure and was considered to be large (13) members. the amendment has now been drafted and is ready to be re-tabled to Parliament. It is expected that it will be passed without hindrance before the end of the month.
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