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1. LATEST NEWS

UNDG ITF - Contract Scam
Alert!
For details please refer to
www.irffi.org

MDTF Office, Bureau of Management, UNDP, 828 Second Ave., 4th Fl., NY, NY 10017 www. irffi.org; www.undp.org/mdtf; Tel: 212

Gross Donor Contributions

Total UNDG Iraq Trust Fund (UNDG ITF)
deposits remain at US$1,332.55 million.
For further details refer to Donor Contri-
butions link on the UNDG ITF section of

the IRFFI/UNDG ITF web site
(www.irffi.org ).

As of 30 September 2009, the total
UNDG ITF portfolio stands at $1.42 bil-
lion based on total donor commitments
of $1,357 million and $65.476 million in
Fund and Agency level reported interest.

Although the UNDG ITF has not accepted
new contributions as of 30 June 2009, in

early October Euros 15 million was de-
posited by the European Commission, as
subsequent tranches of three existing
contribution agreements.

Christine  McNab Appointed Deputy
Special Representative for the Secre-
tary General for Iraq

-General Ban Ki -
moon has
appointed
Christine
McNab  of
k| Sweden as
| his Deputy
Special
Represen-
tative for
Irag. Ms. McNab will head the Develop-
ment and Humanitarian Support compo-
nent of the United Nations Assistance Mis-
sion for Irag (UNAMI) and serve as the
United Nations Resident Coordinator (RC)
and Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq.

United Nations Secretary

Ms. McNab brings a wealth of experience
in development cooperation particularly
in the areas of public sector reform, de-
mocratic governance and capacity devel-
opment in support of the achievement of
the MDGs. Before joining UNDP in 2001,

Ms. McNab was the head of the Swed-
ish development programmes.

Ms. McNab is currently serving as the
UNDP Resident Representative (RR)
and UN RC in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina. From 2002 to 2006, she served
as UN RC and UNDP RR in Jordan.

7000 election observers mobi-

lised for KRG Elections

UNOPS, under the lead of UNAMI EAT,
and through the NGOS Friedrich Ebert
Stiftung and Amman Center for Human
Rights Studies , supported the training
and mobilisation of 7000 independent
national electoral observers for the Kurd-

ish Regional Government Elections that
took place on the 25 July 2009.

The NGOs reported that all polling cen-
tres and the majority of polling stations
in Erbil, Suleimaniyeh, Dohuk, Baghdad
and Mosul were covered by the observer
networks. Contact was maintained
throughout the mobilisation through tele-
com and field visits.

The networks issued reports stating
their overall satisfaction of the elec-
toral process and the Independent
High Electoral Commission of (IHEC)
welcomed the collaboration with the
observers.
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2. Feature: UNESCQO Showcases Activities in Iraq

UNESCObs efforts to aid in Ir
showcased in an exhibition e
and Post-confl i ct Response (PCPD)

Paris headquarters from 14  -21 September 2009. The
exhibition emphasized UNESCOS®S
gic approach in PCPD situations: bridge the gap be-

tween emergency and early recovery.

Project Manager in front of Samara and Erbil
Citadel Panels

demonstrated the relevance of
contribution in
organi zationds

The exhibition
UNESCObs
ing the

PCPD
oper a

and the value placed by the Organization on national
ownership and restoring national capacity.

Opening of the Exhibition

Through specific examples drawn from the Organiza-
tionds experience in |Iraq, th
di fferent aspects of UNESCOOGs
in post -conflict situations including assessing dam-
ages, mitigating losses and developing the capacity of

gagosal insfitgigng, A well @5 Profesgional gng Fivdl
PRCiety prgaizatigngs,  tg, igstore (hagig gefviges and
i MpSet|igt Ugtii oNESddgsal so stressed
sis on country ownership and participation, which

sleagds o the grhancementof lgcal capacities to man-
age rehabilitation and development processes.

The exhibition was held during the Executive Board
Session, which saw the election of a new Director
General of the Organization. The exhibition received
high visibility, which helped to further inform the
Me mber St ates?®d ongoing
ground for new partnerships and highlight the role of
the donors.

di scu

[
UNESCO Director -General, Mr Koichiro Matsuura
tours the Exhibition

The core of UNESCOG6s exhibiti
jects in the fields of education, culture, science and
communication. Additional information was also
broadly displayed and featured in the main hall of
UNESCO®b6s Headquarters wi
dedicated to the workings of the UNDG lIraq Trust
Fund (UNDG ITF).

t

On the ground, UNESCO works with international and
national NGOs, as well as the national and local au-
thorities and in cooperation with other UN agencies.
The office has implemented projects valued at $114
million since 2003; 80 percent of which are for educa-
tion. The major source of funding has been through
the UNDG ITF, which has financed some $1.2 billion
in UN projects in Iraq. The European Commission,
Japan and Germany have been major funders to
UNESED hBudgh the® INDE XTR, | while 84+ stz €
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2. Activities: Electoral Education Campaign Helps Increase Voter Turnout

Electoral Education Campaign Generates

Committed to the Electoral Process

In September 2007, UNOPS received UNDG ITF funds to im-
plement the Electoral Education Campaign (EEC) t 0 prepare
Iraqi voters to participate more actively in the January 2009
Governorate elections and July Kurdish Regional Government
elections. UNOPS worked under the lead of UNAMI Electoral
Assistance Team and in close coordination with the Inde-
pendent High Electoral Commission of Iraq (IHEC).

The EEC enabled unique cooperation between the IHEC and
Iraqi civil society. Together they formulated a National Electoral Education Plan detailing key themes, target
groups and educational methods. They also developed an Electoral Education Manual , that provides blue prints and
advice to public and nongovernmental public outreach providers.

To provide civil society with the tools and financial support needed to implement this vision, UNOPS, UNAMI and
IHEC carried out an open and transparent competition. A total of 250 Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) applied
and 75 were selected to receive micro -grants for direct public outreach activities.

The Campaign exceeded its original target to educate 55,000 voters reaching over 270,000 Iraqgi citizens of which

over 40% were women. Activities were implemented in all gover-
norates including remote areas, and targeted youth, minorities,
IDPs, persons with disabilities and first -time voters.

UNOPS, together with IHEC, also organized over 100 Opinion Lead-
ers Sessions (OLS) in the run up to the two elections. The OLS in
turn provided an additional 11,000 Opinion Leaders from all gover-
norates of Iraq with information on the electoral law and electoral
process. Sessions were organized to encourage discussion and
awareness raising about the elections among political entities, tribal
leaders, religious leaders, minorities, civil servants, youth leaders,
professional associations, academics, women leaders, CSOs, stu-
dents and first -time voters. With over 1,000 journalists covering
the OLS, information coverage reached even more people.

In surveys conducted amongst beneficiaries, 99.6 % of partici-
pants reported that the EEC influenced their decision to vote,
with 88.7% actually voting. Comparing this to a national voter
turnout of 51%, the impact is remarkable. Of the participants
in the KRG, 99.7% reported that the EEC influenced their deci-
sion to vote, with 97.7% actually voting. Comparing this with a
regional voter turnout of 80%, again the impact is significant.

UNOPS I ragq Country Director Jim P
country that has seen years of violent conflict and where
awareness about the electoral process is critical to rebuilding

political institutions, the striking success of the Electoral Educa-
tion Campaign demonstrates what powerful results can be ob-

tained through the cooperative efforts of the IHEC, CSOs and

the United Nations. o




2. Activities: Building Board of Supreme Auditors Capacity & Water Shortage Study Released

Iragi Auditors Upgrade their Skills

Founded in
1927, the Board
of Supreme
Audit (BSA) is
one of the old-
est public insti-

Study Reveals Rapid Decline of Karez

A UNESCO
study recently
released found
that over
100,000 people
in northern Iraq

tutions in Irag. have been

It is responsible [t rced to

for the inde- leyacuate their

pendent finan- |homes since

cial monitoring  |\vater supplies

of 11 aq0 Spegan to dwindle in 2005. Drought and excessive
and private institutions. I'n 0 Tlwell pumping have drawn down aquifer levels in
fidence in both public and private institutions, upgrading of the region, causing a dramatic decline of ancient
BSA6s skills was identified as a

It was within this context that a 3 -year UNDP project funded
by the UNDG ITF valued at US$4.9 million was supported and
aimed at building the audit capabilities of BSA principally
through training programmes provided to over 430 BSA audi-
tors including some 40 from Kurdistan. The project was to
restore the capacity of the public administration by helping
the BSA adopt and adhere to international auditing stan-
dards, and promote greater transparency and accountability.
Through strengthening the BSA, the project also sought to
build confidence in national ministries and public institutions,
thus building confidence to increase foreign investment in
Irag.

Initiated in January 2006, the project is now in its final
months. The project began with undertaking a comprehen-
sive assessment to determine the training needs and the de-
velopment of an institutional strengthening plan. A series of
training courses targeting BSA auditors in ten different fields
of audit were held in the region as well as in the United King-
dom and Italy. A series of institutional reference documents
were also developed to ensure the promotion of transpar-
ency, independence and technical competence. Finally, sup-
port was provided to assist BSA in establishing a Training and
Donor Aid Co -ordination Secretariat to ensure the pro-
gr amme 0 s -terni sastamability

AiWhen this project first
shortcomings especially in terms of capacity and knowledge
of modern audit methods, 0o
President of BSA. iour
sophisticated training techniques like forensic audit and
money laundering investigations for many years and were in
serious need of upgrading their skills. This project went a
long way in addressing this. | am particularly proud that
some 200 of the auditors trained - almost half of the total

said
auditor
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{underground aqueducts, known in Iraq as karez,
upon which hundreds of communities depend.

The study is the first to document the effects of the
ongoing drought on the karez systems, which for
centuries, thousands of Iragis have depended upon
for their drinking water and farming.

Designed especially for the arid climate, karez are
renowned for their ability to remain productive
even during spells of dryer weather, but approxi-
mately 70% of the active karez have dried up. By
August 2009, only 116 of 683 karez in northern
Iraq still supply water to their beneficiaries.

UNESCO estimates that a single karez has the po-
tential to provide enough household water for
nearly 9,000 individuals and irrigate over 200 hec-
tares of farmland. In economic terms, that trans-
lates into 300 additional tons of grain per year or

up to $160,000 of income at current market prices.

The study identified 50 communities that will
greatly benefit from karez restoration works.

The rapid decline of karez is forcing entire commu-
nities to abandon their homes in the pursuit of new
sources of water. Population declines have aver-
aged almost 70% among the communities ad-
versely affected since 2005, the study confirms.
An additional 36,000 people are on the brink of
abandoning their homes if conditions do not ur-
gently improve.

Given the regionds historic
ter, UNESCO considers the recent decline of karez

and the resulting migration to be an early warning

signal for other serious problems concerning the

future water supply in the area.
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