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	Participating UN Organisation:  WFP

	Sector: Health and Nutrition

	Government of Iraq – Responsible Line Ministry: 
Ministry of Health (MoH)


	Title
	Assistance to Primary School Children and Vulnerable Groups

	Geographic Location
	36 most vulnerable districts in Iraq

	Project Cost
	$4,999,050

	Duration
	January 2006 – December 2007

	Approval  Date (SC)
	July 16, 2006
	Starting Date
	January 2006
	Completion Date   
	December 31, 2007
(The project was operationally closed on 31 December 31, 2007.  Financial closure will be on June 30, 2008)

	Project Description
	Improve the nutritional status of pregnant/lactating women, malnourished children under five and TB patients in the 36 most vulnerable districts in Iraq through provision of micronutrient fortified supplementary food and through health awareness training.


Development Goal and Immediate Objectives
	Goal:

Build Government capacity to develop, implement, and manage social safety nets and supplementary food programmes to contribute towards improvement of the nutrition and health status of children, mothers and other vulnerable people.

Immediate Objectives:

1. Assist MOH in establishing a delivery network for targeted assistance for social safety net and supplementary food assistance programmes for malnourished children and pregnant /lactating women;

2. Assist MOH in improving the nutritional status of acute/chronic malnourished children under five and pregnant/lactating women;

3. Assist MOH in increasing attendance of malnourished children and pregnant/lactating women at local Primary Health Care facilities;

4. Assist MOH in improving knowledge of mothers and caretakers of young children on appropriate feeding practices; 

5. Assist MOH in securing regular attendance of tuberculosis patients enrolled in the National Tuberculosis Programme at local facilities.




Outputs, Key activities and Procurement

	Outputs
	1. The capacity of the Ministry of Health is strengthened for providing food assistance to vulnerable groups;

2 The nutritional status of 223,200 chronic/acute malnourished children under five and 350,250 pregnant/lactating women improved;

3. Primary health care services extended to vulnerable people, through improved attendance at facilities of malnourished children, pregnant/lactating women;

4. Knowledge and daily practices of mothers and caretakers of young children on appropriate feeding practices improved;

5. Enhanced efficiency of the National TB programme, targeting 6,400 TB patients to attend regular medical treatment at Primary Health Care Facilities.

	Activities
	1. Training of health managers of local institution and voluntary health workers in programme implementation, monitoring & reporting;

2. Provision of micronutrient fortified blended food, vegetable oil and wheat flour;
3. Training of beneficiaries in the use of micronutrient fortified blended food;

4. Monthly distribution of supplementary food to acute/chronic malnourished children under five, and pregnant/lactating women;
5. Provision of awareness and information materials on nutrition, hygiene, and appropriate feeding practices;

6. Assist Primary Health Centres (PHCs) and Community Child Care Units (CCCUs) in mobilizing communities to take their children for screening;

7. Support the efforts of PHCs/CCCUs through mass media campaign;

8. Support PHCs/CCCUs in developing nutrition training programme for pregnant/lactating women and children younger than 5 years;
9. Mobilize communities to test for TB especially those having symptoms;

10. Monthly distribution of vitamin A fortified vegetable oil to TB-patients enrolled, and regularly attending the national TB programme.



	Procurement

(major items) 
	Fortified Vegetable Oil 





Part Two: Situation as of May 31, 2008.
	Funds Committed 
	4,797,996.34
	% of approved
	96%

	Funds Disbursed
	4,774,774.97
	% of approved
	96%

	Forecast final date 
	The project was operationally closed on 31 December 31, 2007.  Financial closure will be on June 30, 2008
	Delay (months)
	0


Quantitative achievements against objectives and results 

	821 PHCs and CCCUs are covered by the assistance.  
	The US $ 4,999,050 donation from IRRFI was used in the procurement, transportation and distribution of 3, 714 mt of vegetable oil in Iraq in addition to other related direct support costs to support staffing for the activities.
	% of approved
	100%

	3,714 mt of Vegetable Oil distributed to Vulnerable Groups through the health facilities.
	A total of 416, 786 pregnant and lactating women and malnourished children under 5 benefited from the assistance.
	% of approved
	100%


Qualitative achievements against objectives and results 

	1. WFP through the implementing partners distributed 3,714 mt of Vegetable Oil to Vulnerable Groups through 933 Primary Health Care Centres and Community Child Care Centres schools benefiting 416,786 pregnant and lactating women and malnourished children under 5 years old. 

2. Data collected by project implementation staff revealed that malnutrition rates for under 5 years decreased by up to 36 percent in the 36 assisted districts.



	


