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UNDP (Lead), ILO, UNIDO, FAO, UNOPS,UN-HABITAT, 
	Sector: C Governance and Human Development

SOT Economic Recovery

	Government of Iraq – Responsible Line Ministry: Prime Minister’s  Office , Task Force and Programme Steering Committee and other relevant Ministries working with partner agencies





	Title
	Private Sector Development Programme for Iraq  UNIFEM

	Geographic Location
	National upstream-level and three priority governorates to be identified in southern, central and northern areas of Iraq

	Project Cost
	UNIFEM share $1,200,000

Total Budget UNDG ITF $32,850,000 for the programme
Government contribution: cost sharing co-funding under discussion

	Duration
	36 months

	Approval  Date (SC)
	4 December 2008
	Starting Date
	January 2009
	Completion Date   
	31 December 2011

	Project Description
	This Programme is conceived and designed with Iraqi stakeholders (public and private), various UN organizations and other international stakeholders in an effort to create and enable an effective, coherent, and comprehensive framework for private sector development in Iraq at both the national and governorate levels in three priority Governorates, as a means of achieving: I) sustainable and increased employment opportunities; II) poverty reduction; III) the enhancement of the legal and regulatory framework which will allow an increase in sustained domestic and international investment; (IV) the development of a legal and regulatory framework designed to perpetuate an overall rational, coherent, and economic environment; and, (V) the diversification the basis of future economic growth in Iraq in a gender inclusive and environmentally sustainable manner.  The programme addresses these challenges through two pillars of activities. The first pillar is a national level policy support intervention aimed at shaping a more conducive private sector environment, while the second pillar addresses the governorate-level challenges of private sector growth through planning and implementation activities within three selected governorates.  


	Development Goal and Immediate Objectives

	Sector Development Goals:

Outcome 1: Improved policies, strategies and related institutional developments that are sensitive to MDGs, social inclusiveness, gender equality and inclusive of those in poverty, all in terms of positive economic growth; 

Outcome 2: Enhance key-sectors of local economies in the most deprived areas.

Immediate Objectives:

1.1 Strengthened capacities for federal budget preparation and execution;
1.3 Strengthened capacity of public authorities and other service providers for equality-based SME development;

1.4 Private sector development strategy drafted and investment promoted

1.5 Awareness of MDGs promoted at national and local levels

2.1 Local economic strategies and plans developed in line with national and governorate-level frameworks in most deprived areas

2.2 Economic and social reintegration pilot projects implements in most deprived areas 




	Outputs, Key activities and Procurement

	Outputs
	IP Output 1.3: Strengthened national capacities and policies for private sector development.

IP Output 1.4: Improved efficiency of the Public Micro Lending Programme and access to business loans

IP Output 2.1: Local economic strategies and development plans are  in line with national and provincial frameworks in three governorates

IP Output 2.2: Economic and social regeneration pilot projects implemented in three selected governorates

	Activities
	1.1.1 Technical support is provided to the task force within the Prime Minister Office to formulate, implement and monitor the public PSD initiatives of the GoI;
1.1.2  A comprehensive assessment of legislative, institutional and sectoral needs to assist GoI to properly design policies for PSD is in place; 
1.1.3 1.1.3 Draft legislations related to SoE corporatisation (amendment of Law 22), privatisation, investment law rules and regulations, land title reform competition, PPPs, mitigation package, agricultural and trade policies are available; 
1.1.4 1.1.4 Increased knowledge of officials on key policy issues for enterprise development to support the design and implementation of relevant legislative and institutional frameworks;
1.1.5 1.1.5 A national investment map is available (including sector and geographic-specifics);
1.1.6 A tripartite consultation mechanism of the Government, Employers and Workers representatives in the Socio-Economic Council of Iraq is available to promote social dialogue;

1.1.7  A comprehensive Private Sector Development Strategy for Iraq is available;
1.1.8  Gender is mainstreamed in the program ensuring women’s full participation in policy and strategy design;

1.2.1 Improve management of the Governmental guaranteed Micro-Lending Programme of the GoI (implemented by MoLSA and MoIM);

1.2.2 Enhanced Mechanisms to enhance access to credit by SMEs;

1.2.3 Draft laws and by-laws related to GoI micro lending programme are available;
1.3.1 A survey of SMEs (including formal and informal sector) is available;

1.3.2 GoI High Economic Committee and concerned ministries are supported to formulate legislative strategies for SMEs-friendly regulatory framework;

1.3.3 Strengthened national capacities of business development services and Non-Bank Financial Institutions;

2.1.1 Identified economic comparative advantages at governorate level;

2.1.2 Local Economic Recovery (LER) strategies are in harmony with Provincial Development Strategies (PDS). 

2.1.3 Strengthen governorate-level construction and development institutions to implement and  sustain local planning capacities;
2.1.4 Gender is mainstreamed ensuring women participation in local strategies and plans;
2.2.1 Technical support provided to identify priorities and program implementation in the following sectors;
· Key Economic Infrastructure (UNDP)
· Agriculture (FAO)

· Industries (UNIDO)

· Business Development Services (ILO/IOM)

· Micro-lending (CHF)

· Construction and Development Companies (UN-HABITAT)


	Funds Committed 
	
	% of approved
	

	Funds Disbursed
	
	% of approved
	

	Forecast final date 
	
	Delay (months)
	


	Direct Beneficiaries

	Number of Beneficiaries

	% of planned (current status)

	Men
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Women
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Children
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	IDPs
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Others
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Indirect beneficiaries
	Not applicable
	Not applicable

	Employment generation  (men/women)
	Not applicable
	Not applicable


	Quantitative achievements against objectives and results 

	

	
	
	
	


	Qualitative achievements against objectives and results 

	 


	Main implementation contraints & challenges (2-3 sentences) 

	 Currently there are no constraints or challenges to report on.

	


� Beneficiaries are likely to include all the residents of the governorates to be identified for project activities, in addition to support the Iraqi Government and ministries at national level benefitting the entire Iraq through the mentioned sector development goals and the immediate objectives


� Number of beneficiaries may not be quantified as the interventions are on a policy, advisory and legislative level benefitting the Government of Iraq and designated governorates.





