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	Recipient UN Organization:  
	UNDP
	Priority Sector: 
	Democracy and Good Governance

	National Authority: 
	Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

	Location:
	Freetown

	Project Cost:
	USD 800,000

	SC Approval Date:
	 Dec 2010
	Starting Date:
	January 2011
	Completion Date:
	December 2011

	PBF Outcome priority area
	Priority 2. Good governance and national reconciliation. 

Outcome 6: national reconciliation

	Project Description:
	During the 2007 elections radio stations owned by the two main political aired hostile messages which came close to causing widespread violence. Then in March 2009, Sierra Leone was hit by the biggest eruption of violence since the end of the conflict in 2002 when supporters of the two main political parties clashed. Stake holders including the IMC and the UN brokered a treaty culminating into the signing of a Joint Communique condemning partisan broadcasting and supporting an independent national broadcaster. the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC) was created by law in January 2010,  replacing the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service (SLBS) and UN Radio, as the second independent public broadcaster in Africa.  This is therefore a unique and unprecedented opportunity to consolidate a process that began with the establishment of UN Radio.
UN has supported the transition process through the provision of funds from the UN Peace Building Fund (PBF) and Delivering as One Fund (DaO).  These funds as it were assisted in the provision of critically needed technical assistance, renovation of one floor of SLBS to prepare for the transfer of the UN Radio equipment, provision of critical equipment, payment of severance for the terminated staff, and support to the initial operations of SLBC including salary support to temporary SLBC staff during the transition period. SLBC was officially launched on May 15th, in the presence of the UN Secretary General, Ban Kin-moon, and the President of Sierra Leone. The second phase of this historical project involves setting in place the systems and staff that will ensure that Africa’s second independent public service broadcaster fulfils its nation-building potential fifty years after the country first became independent; thus the need for an extended PBF support. 


	Immediate Objective:
	This additional support shall concentrate on the following objectives:

· Strengthen  public service ethos through programming that informs, educates and entertains the people

· Strategic planning completed for coverage towards 2012 elections

· .Initial operational support provided to SLBC to operate reliably, providing daily unbiased and independent news and current affairs programs, relevant information and development programs, and entertainment and sports programs on radio

· Consistency of technical quality of SLBC output ensured and maximum reach among the total population achieved


	Project Progress as at March, 2011

	Funds disbursed:
	USD  800,000 

	Delivery rate:
	41.5%

	Outputs delivered:
	

	Achievements /challenges
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