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The relationship between organized crime and state-building has attracted the attention of policy makers and researchers in the recent years. The impact organized crime has on both state-building in the case of developing countries and state stability in reference to stable countries cannot be taken for granted.  For the case of Somalia in particular, the collapse of the central government was followed by power vacuum in the country for several years until the formation of a transitional government. Some expertise has argued that during the absence of a central government and even today where different groups continue to exert influence in different parts of the country, Somalia continued to be governed. To some extent they are right, in the three decades where a stable government has been absent, various sectors including education, health, agriculture, trade and others have continued to function. 
What these expertise and others also agree is that the absence of a stable government to spearhead critical steps needed for state building has left the country and most of its citizens struggling. Even the sectors that have continued to function without a stable government do so under bare minimum as health, education and agriculture in the country continue to fail meeting the demand by the citizens. More importantly most organized crimes in Somalia are being undertaken by criminal gangs, clan -affiliated militia, mafias, warlords insurgencies, and terrorist groups. In sum, systematic crimes and rampant corruption not only degrade national security, public institutions, and economic development weakening and making states vulnerable, organized crime syndicates will object, sabotage or undermine state building efforts. 
Noteworthy, criminal or organized crime continue to derail the peace process and conflict resolution in Somalia. This can be attributed to the fear of losing control of the illegal gains an environment without a stable government provides. Groups associated with organized crime have evolved to become powerful entities which continue to make it impossible for sober discussion on peace to take place. Evidently, the common Somali citizen is tired and not gaining anything from the war yet a narrative that peace is impossible continues to be peddled. 
Surprisingly, 2019 has seen some of the fierce rivals that have been at war for decades such as the Taliban and United States as well as North Korea and United States agreeing to dialogue as a way to solve their dispute; why should Somalis be able to dialogue on the future of the country? The obvious answer is that beneficiaries of the war cannot allow it to happen.
As Fedotov, UNODC Director, opines “The struggle against organized crime, corruption, trafficking in illicit drugs and human beings are too big for any one country to tackle alone.” Given that Somalia is the prolonged case of entire state collapse in modern periods and the country into several political entities with duplicating demands to supremacy overcoming organized crime becomes even more difficult. Therefore, to overcome the challenge more efforts need to be done to unite the ordinary citizens towards such a noble course. Already these organized crime gangs have become proxies of different local, regional and international actors thus turning Somalia to be the battle ground. 
Enough is enough, the Somali child is facing competition not just in the country but also across the world for the scarce opportunities. The country needs to be restored to what the freedom fighters who fought for its independence intended. Somali citizens deserve and are able to provide better education, housing, healthcare and proper agricultural production to their coming generations. But first they need to identify and get rid of narrative, ideologies, actions and beliefs orchestrated by organized groups which have no interest of the country but rather their own political and economic goals. Similarly, in order to overcome those challenges, the government and international partners must strengthen state institutions, supporting long-term economic and political development. 
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