The Women of Ganta Border dedicate their new Peace Hut 
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Members of the Ganta Border Peace Hut welcome guests to the dedication ceremony of their newly constructed Peace Hut in Nimba County. (Photo credit: UN RCO/Doreen Kansiime 2019). 
Ganta, Nimba County, 26. April 2019 - Dancing welcomed guests to the Ganta Border Community in Nimba County located in the northern part of Liberia bordering Guinea. 
The dancing was led by the women of the Ganta Border Peace Hut who were celebrating the launch and dedication of their newly constructed Peace Hut. 
Although their Peace Hut was started many years ago, construction of their Peace Hut building began  in 2018 after the selection of the site, which is located in the heart of their community, making it accessible to everyone. Construction was completed in early 2019 and was recently launched. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]“We have been meeting under a tree for our meetings, now that is going to change thanks to our partners who have helped us get a new home,” Ma Yeah Dahn, the Chairperson of the Ganta Border Peace Hut said as she welcomed guests to the launch and dedication ceremony. Ma Yeah Dahn, the Chairperson of the Ganta Border Peace Hut thanking partners for their support in building a new Peace Hut.

The guests included officials from UN Women, the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office and the Liberia Multi-Partner Trust Fund/PBF, Embassy of Sweden in Liberia, and Rights and Rice Foundation (RRF), which is the implementing partner for the project. The Government was represented the Deputy Minister for Gender as well as several local government officials.  
“We are delighted to be here today to dedicate and launch this Peace Hut for the Ganta Border women. Through this Peace Hut, we are celebrating a victory for women's rights and participation in peacebuilding,” Marie Goreth, UN Women Representative, Liberia. 
She called on the women to keep the Peace Hut open and share it with every woman and other members of the community who need help.
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The newly constructed Ganta Border Peace Hut building in Nimba Sub-county. 

The Ganta Border Peace Hut is one of 35 Peace Huts spread across Liberia, where women have gathered together to contribute to peacebuilding through mediating and resolving conflict in their communities.  The Peace Huts initiative is implemented by UN Women with support from the Peace Building Fund (PBF) and the Government of Sweden.
[bookmark: _Hlk7692322]Speaking on behalf of the Embassy of Sweden in Liberia, Elisabeth Harleman, Head of Development Cooperation described the Peace Huts initiative as a platform that gives women the space and opportunity to be heard in their communities, adding that; “It provides a vital link to build and sustain lasting peace in Liberia which the Embassy of Sweden is happy to support.”  
Alice Howard, the Deputy Minister of Gender thanked the United Nations and the Government of Sweden for the long standing support to the Peace Huts which have provided a space for women to enhance peace and social cohesion in Liberia. 
“As you all know, maintaining peace is everyone's responsibility and the Peace Huts are a place where women can deliver leadership in peacebuilding, address Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) while learning and saving together. I congratulate the Kolakeh Women of Ganta border on this achievement,” said Alice Howard, Deputy Minister of Gender.
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Ma Dahn (2nd left) flanked by the Mayor of Ganta (far left), the Deputy Minister for Gender – Alice Howard (2nd right) and Marie Goreth Nizigama, the UN Women Representative cut the ribbon marking the launch of the Ganta border Peace Hut. Looking on in the background are Elisabeth Harleman, Head of Development Cooperation, Embassy of Sweden in Liberia and Catherine Waliaula, the Head of the Liberia Multi Partner Trust Fund/Peace Building Fund (PBF).  (Photo credit: UN RCO/Doreen Kansiime). 
The Ganta Border Peace Hut which was started in 2015 is comprised of 150 members most of whom are between the ages of 18 and 35. Their work focuses on mediating conflict in the community addressing issues of Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV), child neglect and other community disputes. They also have an active Village Savings and Loan Association called the Kolakeh Women Savings Association, Ganta border.
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