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	[bookmark: _Hlk5803336]REPORT TITLE: Back-to-Office report on the dedication of Ganta Border Peace Hut   

	SUBMITTED BY: 
Doreen Kansiime 
Reporting and Communications Officer, LMPTF

	DATE: 1st. May . 2019

	TRAVEL DATE: 26th . April. 2019
	LOCATION: Ganta, Nimba County

	PARTICIPANTS:  About 35 members of the executive committees of the Peace Huts from various Counties in Liberia. 

	
OBJECTIVE/PURPOSE OF TRAVEL: 
To attend the dedication ceremony and launch of the Ganta Border Peace Hut in Ganta, Nimba Country. The Peace Hut is one of the six that have been constructed under the Inclusive Security Project with support from the Peace Building Fund (PBF).   

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
· A Back-to-Office report on the dedication ceremony
· An article on the dedication ceremony


	Background and Context 

[bookmark: _Hlk5803592]For more than a decade now, the Peace Huts of Liberia have been empowering Women to promote peace in their communities. The Peace Huts were established in the aftermath of the civil war as safe spaces for women to address different issues affecting them in their communities. Their key purpose is to empower women to resolve conflict and address issues of Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) in the community. 

[bookmark: _Hlk5804237]Through the Peace Huts, women particularly those in rural areas have been educated about their rights and availed with skills on mediating domestic violence and other forms of conflict and disputes. In more recent years, the Peace Huts have been empowering women through entrepreneurial opportunities through the introduction of Village Savings and Loan Associations (VSLAs).

Since 2009, UN Women, the United Nations agency mandated to promote Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment has played a central role in promoting the Peace Huts initiative in Liberia. With support from the Peace Building Fund (PBF) through the Inclusive Security: Nothing for Us Without Us Project, UN Women has constructed six new Peace Huts in Konia, Yeala, Ganta, Tiappa, Bo Waterside and Barrenken. The newly constructed Peace Huts will be a central location for the women to carry out their peacebuilding activities in the community. 


	Summary of the dedication ceremony 
The dedication was held a few minutes away from the Liberia - Guinea border in Ganta at the site of the new Peace Hut. The ceremony was organised and hosted by the members of the Ganta Border Peace Hut, who welcomed their guests with singing and dancing.
The guests included officials from UN Women, the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office and the Liberia Multi-Partner Trust Fund/PBF, Embassy of Sweden in Liberia, and Rights and Rice Foundation (RRF), which is the implementing partner for the project. The Government was represented the Deputy Minister for Gender as well as several local government officials.  
In their remarks, the guests called on the women to make good use of their newly constructed Peace Hut to serve the community and promote peacebuilding as well as economic empowerment efforts. While the women expressed their gratitude to the partners for supporting their Peace Hut over the years sharing testimonies of how their lives had been changed by the presence of this platform. 
The Ganta Border Peace Hut which was started in 2015 is comprised of 150 members most of whom are between the ages of 18 and 35. Their work focuses on mediating conflict in the community addressing issues of Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV), child neglect and other community disputes. They also have an active Village Savings and Loan Association called the Kolakeh Women Savings Association, Ganta Border. 

	Key Observations and recommendations 
· The visibility of the Peace Building Fund (PBF) was not very prominent during the event, only UN Women was recognised by the Peace Hut women. While the UN Women Representative made mention of PBF during the ceremony and its logo was included on the signage for the Peace Hut, little else was done to recognise it support over the years. 
Recommendation
· Agencies benefiting from PBF support should inform the Secretariat in due time about upcoming events so that it can prepare in advance clearances and speeches for the Fund. 


	Key messages from the dedication ceremony 

“We have been meeting under a tree for our meetings, now that is going to change thanks to our partners who have helped us get a new home,” Ma Yeah Dahn, the Chairperson of the Ganta Border Peace Hut. 

“The Peace Huts initiative gives women the space and opportunity to be heard in their communities. Providing a vital link to build and sustain lasting peace in Liberia, the Embassy of Sweden is happy to support such vital work,”  Elisabeth Harleman, Head of Development Cooperation at the Embassy of Sweden.

“Through launching this Peace Hut today, we are celebrating a victory for women's rights and participation in peacebuilding,” Marie Goreth, UN Women Representative, Liberia. 

“Maintaining peace is everyone's responsibility and the Peace Huts are a place where women can deliver leadership in peacebuilding, address Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) while learning and saving together. I congratulate the Kolakeh Women of Ganta Border on this achievement,” Alice Howard, Deputy Minister of Gender.


	
Some photos from the event 
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