












 

World Health Organization, Azerbaijan Country Office will be the lead agency of this project.  

The core functions of WHO are 1) providing leadership on matters crucial to health engaging in 

partnerships; 2) shaping the research agenda to generate, translate and disseminate knowledge; 3) setting 

norms and standards and promoting their implementation; 4) articulating ethical and evidence-based 

policy options; 5) providing technical support catalyzing change and building sustainable institutional 

capacity; and 6) monitoring the health situation and assessing health trends. Due to its cross-sectional 

and multi-sectoral character, this project covers four out of these six core functions (1, 3, 4 and 5).  

The WHO Country Office, Azerbaijan was established in June 1994 in Baku and has since served the 

country mainly via its collaboration with the Ministry of Health. Since its conversion into an 

international office in 2018, it has doubled its staff capacity and extended its sphere of influence to other 

sectors and ministries within and outside of the government.  

WHO has worked with the National Parliament in a number of issues like reproductive health, 

tuberculosis, and HIV/AIDS. In all these areas, the National Parliament decided to form working groups, 

make use of WHO expertise in technical aspects and revised the current legislation. This has been a 

productive and useful partnership which we will be able to build upon for this project. 

The Ministry of Internal Affairs is the main responsible party for Road Safety Issues. WHO has 

traditionally had good working relations with this Ministry.  

The main government implementing partner of WHO in issues related to public health is the Public 

Health and Reforms Center (PHRC). Established in 2006, the PHRC defines the main directions for the 

development and implementation of health programs, regulates reforms in health care and collaborates 

with the local and international organizations. PHRC has a history of successful cooperation with WHO, 

CDC, UNICEF, World Bank, USAID and other major partners in various areas of public health. 

Moreover, PHRC is an implementation agency of the new “Azerbaijan State Program on Road Safety 

(2019-2023)” and the national action plan. WHO-PHRC partnership has produced successful results in 

tobacco control, NCD assessment and control, quantification of public health risks, public and risk 

communication in many areas including road safety.  

WHO has been working with the Azerbaijan Medical University in strengthening its medical 

undergraduate and postgraduate education. Curriculum analysis has been carried out with 

recommendations and working groups are currently in action to make improvements. A high-level policy 

dialogue has been on-going to produce new cadres needed for improving the health outcomes of the 

population. Plans are under way to create three new cadres of health professionals.  

The State Agency for Mandatory Health Insurance (SAMHI) is mandated to create a public health 

insurance system and also to improve the quality of health services in the country. WHO has been 

working with SAMHI since its establishment in the areas of health financing and quality assurance. 

Another project underway is developing a model primary health care system for Azerbaijan including 

emergency healthcare.  

WHO’s added value in this project is its unique ability as a trusted partner to bring together multiple 

agencies and sectors both from within and outside of the government for high level policy-dialogue and 

action; propose evidence-based policy and technical guidance; and provide expertise for direct technical 

assistance.  








































