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	Participating UN Organisation:  WFP
	Cluster: A – Agriculture, Food Security, Environment and Natural Resources Management

	Govt of Iraq Line Ministry Responsible: Ministry of Health (MoH) and Ministry of Education (MoE)


	Title
	Development of Safety Nets and Food Security through Food Assistance

	Location
	Nationwide

	Project Cost
	US $ 9,194,839

	Duration
	1 year (project extension until 31 December 2007)

	Approval  Date (SC)
	11 Nov 2004
	Starting Date
	February 2005
	Completion Date     
	31 Dec 2007     

	Project Description
	Support for access to education and reduction of gender disparity; support  to capacity building for development of targeted socio- economic safety nets and identification of cost effective options to the Public Distribution System; establishing an inter- ministerial delivery network for targeting assistance.


Development Goal and Immediate Objectives
	Development Goal 
Development of Iraqi Government capacity for the implementation of social safety nets, developing and managing safety net and food security programmes;

Support to improved nutrition and health status of vulnerable groups;

Improve access to primary education in particular for girls

Immediate objectives
Assist MOPDC/CSOIT and Food Security Unit in improving Iraq institutional capacity in monitoring and analysing poverty/food security;

Support in establishing nationwide school feeding programme;

Support MOE in increasing enrolment and regular attendance of children, in particular girls, in primary schools;

Assist  MOH in  improving knowledge of mothers and caretakers of young children on appropriate feeding practices and improving the nutritional status of malnourished children and pregnant and lactating mothers;

Assist MOH in increasing attendance of the vulnerable at local health care facilities.  


Outputs, Key activities and Procurement
	Outputs and Key activities
	Assist in the establishment of food security unit within MOPDC/CSOIT and strengthen capacity of the Government for continued monitoring and analysis of food security and in developing cost effective and targeted safety net strategies;

Support MOE/MOH in establishing inter ministerial project implementation capacity, training of trainers and advocacy/awareness raising on food security and need for education;

Train staff and implementing partners in the implementation of targeted assistance programmes;

Enhance learning capacity and attendance of children particularly girls in WFP assisted primary schools.

	Procurement
	Transport of High Energy Biscuits to 14 Governorates inside Iraq. 


Situation as of 31/12/2007

	Funds Committed 
	US $ 8,848,243
	% of approved
	96 %

	Funds Disbursed
	US $ 8,785,503
	% of approved
	96 %

	Forecast final date 
	31 December 2007 – The project is operationally closed.  Final payments will be complete by the end of Feb 2008.
	Delay (months)
	


Quantitative achievements against objectives and results 
	Over 3,000 primary schools covered by the assistance.
	The US $ 2.2 million EC donation was used for the transportation and distribution of 1,242 mt of High Energy Biscuits to Iraq and related direct support costs to support staffing.
	% of planned
	100 %

	1,242 mt of High Energy Biscuits distributed to school children
	A total of 450,438 primary school children benefited from the assistance
	% of planned
	100 %


Qualitative achievements against objectives and results 
	1.WFP through the implementing partners distributed 1, 242 High Energy Biscuits as a mid-day snack to Primary School Children through 3000 primary schools benefiting 450,438 primary school children. 

2. Data collected by project implementation staff revealed that attendance rates increased by 10 % and female student enrolment rate by 12 % in the districts where WFP is providing assistance.
3. In some primary schools, children who completed their Six Grade recorded 95 % success.


