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Strategic Advisory Group (SAG) Meeting - Joint SDG Fund
Summary Note
Date and time: 4 November 2019 | 3:00 pm – 5:30 pm; Location: United Nations, New York  
Attendance: United Nations: Deputy Secretary-General, UNDP Administrator, UNDP Director of BPPS, DCO Deputy Director, MPTF-O Deputy Director, Joint SDG Fund Secretariat. SAG Members: Armenia, Colombia, Denmark, European Union, Germany, Jordan, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland.
Key points raised during the meeting:
1. The Deputy Secretary-General briefed participants on the Joint SDG Fund’s (hereinafter Fund) progress to date. Referring to the Fund’s first call for concept notes on Leaving No One Behind and social protection in March 2019, the Deputy Secretary-General highlighted that 114 Resident Coordinators applied to the call, followed by a rigorous technical review process conducted by both UN and external social protection experts.  The resulting selection of 36 joint programmes, covering all regions and country typologies, are to receive their first tranche of funding by December for a total investment of $US 72.4 million.  

2. SAG Members acknowledged the thorough selection process established by Fund and the criticality of the Leaving No One Behind agenda to achieve the SDGs. SAG Members agreed that the Fund is a critical piece of the Reform of the UN development system and of a reinvigorated Resident Coordinator system. SAG Members highlighted that the Fund’s support to truly transformative and integrated initiatives should also align with efforts to promote and strengthen the new UN Cooperation Framework. SAG Members stressed the need for the Fund to capture and highlight results of the joint programmes implemented in 2020.

3. The UNDP Administrator (as Vice Chair of the UNSDG), and the UNDP Director of BPPS (as Chair of the Fund’s Operational Steering Committee) presented the Fund’s plans to launch a 2019 call for concept notes on SDG financing. The call is guided by the Secretary-General’s Strategy and RoadMap for Financing the Agenda 2030 while operationalizing the Fund’s Terms of Reference. In particular: 
· Window B (Component 1 of the call) will support initiatives that aim to reinforce the SDG financing architecture and ecosystems. This component will feature the strengthening of capacities at the national and sub-national level and the nurturing of dialogues and solutions that feature roles for both the private and financial sector, along with public institutions.
· Window C (Component 2 of the call) will support initiatives that aim to catalyze strategic programming and investments. These initiatives will provide a demonstration of concept, and they will support Governments in their leadership of creating sustainable financing markets and products, while facilitating the attracting of various funding sources.

4. It was agreed that the Fund will engage with SAG Members as it develops the call for concept notes on SDG financing to further clarify the call’s second component. It was suggested that the leveraging component should be further fine-tuned, to ensure the UN’s entry point and comparative advantages are very clear. Some suggested that the Fund could considering narrowing the upcoming call for concepts aligned to a selected theme or region – i.e. climate change. It was agreed that the Joint SDG Fund will share a draft call for concepts with SAG Members in the next two weeks for their review and comments.

5. SAG Members announced funding commitments, encouraging the Fund to broaden its donor base and to activate the network of foreign missions in the 36 countries that will implement the Fund’s joint programmes. The Deputy Secretary-General reiterated the critical role played by the Fund and the importance of reaching its funding target of $US 290 million per year.  The next Strategic Advisory Group meeting will be scheduled for October 2020. 
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