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	Recipient UN Organization:  
	UNDP
	Priority Sector: 
	Democracy and Good Governance

	National Authority: 
	All Political Party’s Women Association (APPWA) 

Independent Media Commission (IMC) 



	Location:
	Country wide

	Project Cost:
	USD 5,000,000

	SC Approval Date:
	 Dec 2010
	Starting Date:
	January 2011
	Completion Date:
	December 2012

	PBF Outcome priority area
	Priority 2. Promote Coexistence and Peaceful Conflict Resolution
Outcome 6: Good Governance-free and fair elections

	Project Description:
	In April 2009, the All Peoples Congress (APC) and the major opposition, Sierra Leone Peoples Party (SLPP) signed a Joint Communiqué, in which they pledged to work together to prevent the recurrence of political violence. The Communiqué, brokered by the UN and Sierra Leone’s major international partners, came in the wake of the worst eruption of violence since the end of the conflict in 2002, and resulted in severe injuries, allegations of sexual assault and damage to the SLPP office in Freetown.  

Nonetheless, recent incidents of political violence and intolerance, such as those that occurred during Tongo local council by- elections, as well as the recent disturbances in Kono, surrounding 11 December l bye-election, all underscore the serious challenges as well as fragility of the situation as the country prepares for the 2012 elections. Continuing differences of opinion between the major opposition and the ruling party whose relationship is characterized by mutual mistrust is bound to increase political tensions in the elections, with the attendant risk of violence, as each party makes determined efforts to retain or wrest control of political power from other.  These challenges call for a multi- pronged approach in conflict prevention and in addressing political violence through the active participation of non-state actors. The role of non–governmental organisations and other non state actors in conflict prevention and promoting peaceful political dialogue and competition can be effectively harnessed to deal with potential electoral conflict and serve as a voice of moderation and reason in a polarized political environment. 
Against this background, engagement with civil society; Non- Governmental Organizations, traditional leaders, grassroots organizations, religious authorities and other Non- State Actors would contribute to ensuing peaceful and credible election in 2012.  Building on the UN’s existing outreach, engaging wider segments of society, working more closely with the media and marginalized groups will make the elections credible  as well as foster tolerance and national cohesion. 

	Immediate Objective:
	The overall objective of the project is to promote political dialogue and participation through facilitation and provision of technical and material support The activities will have the following objectives:

1. Facilitating political dialogue, participation and non-violence

      2.    Provision of institutional support to Traditional and the Inter-faith Groups 
      3.     Provision of institutional support to Media, Academia, Sports &Arts 

	Project Progress as at March, 2011

	Funds disbursed:
	Budget Yr 1.                   USD  US$ 2,571,475 

Expenditure (Q1 2011): US$ 41,210

	Delivery rate:
	1.6%

	Outputs delivered:
	Objective 1, Output 3: Enhanced capacity of Youth Wings, Women Wings 
From the 24 to the 26 February, the All Political Party’s Women Association (APPWA) held validation workshops in Bo, Kenema and Makeni, with political party female representatives of the APC, National Democratic Alliance (NDA), People’s Movement for Democratic Change (PMDC) and SLPP to share views on key elements regarding the institutionalization of the association. 15 representatives per party (APC, NDA, PMDC and SLPP), totaling 60 participants per region, discussed the Association’s draft constitution, motto, strategic plan and other essential issues regarding the structure of the Association.
Activity 2 – APPWA ad interim executive to attend the Peace Building Commission Meeting in New York 25th March 
The Peacebuilding Commission held a regular meeting on the Sierra Leone configuration on the 25 March in New York. One of the agenda items for the meetings was women’s political participation in Sierra Leone. UNIPSIL sent a delegation to New York for this event in order to participate in the Commission meeting. UN covered travel costs in connection with the participation of 3 participants in the meeting, 2 members of the ad interim executives of APPWA selected by UNIPSIL and 1 civil society representative identified by UNDP. 

Objective 3, Output 1: Enhanced dialogue with Media Practitioners 
On 25 to 26 March 2011, the Sierra Leone Association of Journalists (SLAJ) held their 18th Biennial Conference in Kenema, Eastern region. The purpose of the gathering was to build the capacity of the media to report in a neutral and professional manner on electoral issues, to support media practitioners to engage constructively in the electoral process and also to renew SLAJ’s Executive at the national and regional level. More than 400 media practitioners attended the conference which was sponsored by UNIPSIL, in addition to the President of Sierra Leone, Ernest Bai Koroma, and other private and Government institutions..



	Achievements /challenges
	Among the other achievements: 
· A constitutional Review Committee was set up; 

· The Complaints & Disciplinary Committee was abolished and replaced by the Elderly National Council; 

· The IMC and the Guild of Editors have been mandated to start working on to draft a strategic plan and an electoral code of conduct for journalists; 

· SLAJ plans to establish an Independent Electoral Monitoring Group to be deployed during the 2012 elections; 

· SLAJ plans make it a policy to be gender sensitive in appointing its members to various positions. 
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