




Project Description: 

Following the outbreak of the civil war with genocidal element in 2013, UN Security Council resolutions 2149 
(10 April 2014} and 2217 (28 April 2015} mandated MINUSCA to "support the Transitional Authorities, and 
the subsequently elected authorities, in deve!opl-ng and implementing a revised strategy for the 
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration {DOR) and, in case of foreign elements, Repatriation (DORR) 
of former combatants and armed elements" and "to support the Transitional Authorities, and the 
subsequently elected authorities, in developing and implementing Community Violence Reduction 
Programmes" (CVR). 

An important step has been taken at the Bangui Forum for National Reconciliation held in May 2015, which 
brought about an agreement on a 'Republican Pact for Peace, National Reconciliation and Reconstruction', 
containing important components for a successful return towards democracy, including the revision of, and 
referendum on, the National Constitution, Presidential, legislative and local elections, Justice, return of IDPs 
and refugees, as well as development projects. During the Bangui Forum for National Reconciliation, nine 
armed groups (AGs) signed the "Agreement on DDR principles" (as an annex to the broader "Pact 
Republicain"). This agreement represents an important step, underlining the AGs' commitment to DOR 
principles and relevant eligibility criteria. However, the implementation of CVR programmes remains a critical 
component for the success of the national DOR programme, as some 60,000 individuals associated with the 
anti-Balaka and other armed groups wit! not be eligible for the national DOR programme, but continue to 
constitute a serious security threat to the civilian population. In fact, the eligibility criteria for the national 
DOR programme imply that: 1. Combatants belong to armed group signatories of the Agreement on DOR; and 
2. hand over of one weapon of war. Article 6 of the the DOR agreement has also set up provisions for armed 
groups elements not holding war firearms to benefit from various socio-economic support programs such as 
CVR. 

The violent conflict of 2013 that opposed the Seleka rebellion and Anti-Balaka militia is often labeled as 
'Muslim-Christian religious conflict'. Currently, the ex-Seleka factions are concentrated in the eastern part of 
the Country while Antl-Balaka groups are concentrated in the western part of the country; both opposing 
groups are present in the center part of the Country. Based on available information, elements of the ex­
seleka factions are more likely to fulfill the DOR eligibility criteria (particularly with regards to the possession 
of weapons of war), while a large number of the Anti-Bal aka elements wi!! not fulfill this criteria, their modus 
operandi during the conflict being characterized by the use of !ocatly made/traditional fire weapons and white 
weapons rather than weapons of war. 

Overall objective: This project has been developed to provide CVR programmes for armed group elements 
not eligible for the national DDR programn1e, as welt as elements of communities particularly prone to or 
vulnerable against violent activities. CVR programmes entail two main operational areas: 1) economic 
reinsertfon of elements of armed groups and 2) social reinsertion of armed groups elements, including a 
conflict prevention programme within the target communities. The project's general objective Is to improve 
security at the local !eve!, through the economic and social reinsertion of violence-prone armed groups' 
elements non eligible for the national DOR Programme and community dialogue mechanisms in hotspots 
areas playing a stronger and positive role in the prevention of violence at the local level. 

Target locations: This project targets hotspots locations in the north-western part of the country (Districts of 
Bouar and Baboua, Nana-Mambere Province; District of Kaui, Ouham Pende Province; Bossangoa and Nana 
Bakassa (Ouham Province), where most of the Anti-Balaka groups are situated and community violence is 
particularly severe. 

More specifically, the project alms to achieve the following outcomes: 

1. Economic reinsertion of armed groups' elements non eligible for the national DOR Programme achieved 
through skills training and income generation activities. 

Participants: 7,000 participants, including 4,200 armed groups' elements non eligible for the national DDR 
Programme (60%), together with 2,800 other members of the communities (40%). 
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