


Sri Lanka is at a crossroad where the government is exploring options for rolling out COVID vaccines in a bid to 

control the pandemic while the virus keeps mutating. The vaccine production is limited globally and Sri Lanka like 

many other developing countries will require strengthening of the health system while adhering to Public health and 

social measures (PHSM) until the vaccination coverage reaches at least 80% by mid/late 2022 or earlier. Priority 

actions for Sri Lanka include health system strengthening, laboratory and testing capacity strengthening, case 

management and surveillance supported by effective risk communication strategies and community engagement, that 

place vulnerable populations at the centre of interventions. 

In the early phase of the COVID-19 response, the government of Australia has provided support to Sri Lanka's 

Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan through the World Health Organization (WHO). A total of 465,784 USD 

has been utilized to strengthen the pandemic response in areas of surveillance, case management, laboratory 

strengthening, risk communication and an additional 100,000 USD was used for community engagement through 

United Nations Multi Partner Trust Fund (UN MPTF). The support was timely and well-appreciated by the government 

and it has also complemented the funding from WHO. 

This proposal by WHO is aimed at expanding the good partnership with DF AT in supporting the COVID-19 response 

and future emergency preparedness under the leadership of the UN Resident Coordinator. The proposal builds on the 

Sri Lanka Preparedness and Response Plan 2021, the UN Socio-Economic Advisory Paper (Health Pillar), UN Results 

Group Work Plan and the technical competencies and comparative advantage of WHO. 

2. OBJECTIVE(S)

To support the Government of Sri Lanka to protect its citizens and frontline workers against COVID-19, and expand 

the capacity of its health system to prepare and respond to the ctment outbreak and pandemics in to the future. 

3. EXPECTED RESULTS AND ACTIVITIES

Priority Areas of Support: 

1. Suppo1i to the Ministry of Health, other Ministries and counterpaiis to implement Sri Lanka's COVID-19

Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP).

• Case Management - Strengthening country capacity to manage COVID-19 patients through the

establishment of 3 oxygen concentration plants (through UNOPS) and provision of urgently needed

medical equipment;
• Laboratories and diagnostics - Strengthen the country capacity to undertake genomic sequencing;
• Essential Health Services: Vulnerable groups protected - Ensure provision of mental health and

psychosocial suppmi to the frontline health care workers
• Essential Health services: Mental Health - Strengthening the mental health care facility for infected

persons through provision of basic facilities, and equipment
• Community Engagement- Community Engagement to prevent transmission and protect people by

engaging and empowering the community (Civil Society Collective)

2. Future health security and preparedness using 'One Health' Approach - Expand influenza surveillance to

cover OIE notifiable viral diseases through provision of equipment, training and test kits. Establish genomic

sequencing for OIE notifiable viral diseases.
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