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1. BACKGROUND

In 2022, UNITAR, UNDP and NORCAP co-created the Decarbonising Humanitarian 
Energy (DHE) Multi Partner Trust Fund (MPTF). The DHE MPTF is administered by 
the MPTF Office in New York, USA and supported by a Secretariat provided by 
UNITAR in Geneva, Switzerland.  

2. DHE MPTF Goal, Impact and Geographic Scope

Goal: The adoption of energy efficiency measures and sustainable energy solutions 
in fragile and humanitarian contexts, facilitated by a Centralised Clean Energy Service 
at scale, will lead to significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, energy usage 
and costs for humanitarian actors. 

Impact: The DHE MPTF will design, demonstrate and facilitate a Centralised Clean 
Energy Service (CCES) that provides coordinated support for energy efficiency, clean 
energy transitions, and energy access in humanitarian settings at scale. It will achieve 
this through the provision of technical assistance and the promotion of sustainable 
delivery models that involve the private sector in installing, maintaining and operating 
energy infrastructure in humanitarian contexts while evaluating opportunities to extend 
electricity access to conflict and crisis affected communities, resulting in GHG 
emissions reductions, cost savings, employment opportunities, improved essential 
service delivery and capacity strengthening at local and global levels. The activities of 
the CCES will (a) reduce energy consumption and costs for humanitarian Energy 
Transition Partners (ETPs) (i.e. humanitarian, government or community partners 
managing diesel gensets in humanitarian contexts), (b) facilitate private sector 
engagement and establish viable delivery models for renewable energy services 
suitable for humanitarian contexts, (c) “bundle” projects within geographic regions  to 
achieve economies of scale and unlock additional revenue from innovative financing 
mechanisms, and (d) facilitate expanded energy access for displaced and local host 
communities. 

Geographic Scope: The initial funding is to target five countries (subject to 
confirmation in the Inception Phase) starting from Niger and Nigeria, and expanding 
to three additional countries, as approved by the Steering Committee.  

3. DHE Partners

The objective of the DHE MPTF will initially be delivered by the three Programme 
Partners, who are the co-creators of the Fund, each of whom bring sector-leading 
expertise to the collaboration, namely: 

• GPA Coordination Unit (GPA CU), which is hosted by the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), is the secretariat of the global
platform for sustainable energy in displacement settings. The GPA CU is
working on decarbonising humanitarian energy structures since its inception in
2018 and has developed de-risking strategies and contractual frameworks for
humanitarian agencies and the private sector. It has experience in coordinating
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projects with multiple partners, and is currently coordinating a decarbonisation 
project for humanitarian agencies and INGOs across 50+ sites in Nigeria.  

• NORCAP is part of the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and a global
provider of expertise to the humanitarian and development sectors. NORCAP
has extensive experience in providing experts to undertake energy-related
activities in the field and has existing MOUs with all relevant potential
humanitarian agencies. To create long-term expertise in these regions, the
NORCAP experts will train and supervise additional local consultants.

• The United Nations Development Program (UNDP) will bring its long-track
record of support and expertise in sustainable energy, as well as access to its
extensive Country Office network. UNDP’s Green Energy Team (GET), in the
Information and Technology Management Unit (ITM) in Copenhagen, operates
a Seven-Step Green Energy Solution, which is an end-to-end process that
initiates, monitors, facilitates and supports smart facility implementation from its
inception through to the commissioning, operation and maintenance phase of
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. UNDP’s Bureau for Policy
and Programme Support (BPPS) will offer technical guidance on energy
programming and a coordination function within UNDP, in particular with
UNDP’s network of country offices, and UNDP's Energy offer for the Sahel.

4. Inception Phase Activities

The Operational Phase of the DHE-MPTF will be preceded by an Inception Phase, 
during which all administrative aspects of the fund’s implementation will be finalised 
and detailed in an Operations Manual.  

The Inspection Phase began in January 2023. Initially conceived as a six-month 
phase, the inception period was extended through to the end of September 2023, 
following a Steering Committee approval of a three-month extension during a 
Steering Committee meeting held on 17 August 2023. Due to the need to process 
budgets requests, the SC approved an additional administrative extension on 11 
January 2024 to 15 March 2024.

The activities of the Inception Phase, including lead contributor and associated 
outputs for each task, is listed in Table 1. 


















