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UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration - 
The Mediterranean basin is the world’s 
second largest biodiversity hotspot, 
yet 16 per cent of its forest species are 
threatened with extinction, in part due to 
prolonged drought, extreme heat waves, 
and wildfires. The initiative is shifting 
away from a traditional focus on fighting 
wildfires and addressing their aftermath, 
towards prevention through better forest 
management. 
© Celine Barakat / UNEP

Lebanon
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JP Serbia Ending Violence and Empowering 
Change (EVEC) -  As part of the campaign 
#ObustaviRad (Stop the work), a performance 
took place on October 29 in Knez Mihailova 
Street in Belgrade to mark International Day 
of Care and Support, October 2024. The 
campaign reached over six million people, 
challenging traditional gender roles and rais-
ing awareness about unpaid care work and 
women’s disproportionate caregiving burden. 
©UNDP Serbia
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In a year marked by overlapping crises and persistent 
financial pressures, the UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office 
(MPTFO) continued to serve as the UN’s center of expertise 
in inter-agency pooled funding. The underlying premise 
of pooled funding is a recognition that some challenges 
cannot be met, let alone overcome, by individual action, 
and that human dignity realized through sustainable 
development will only be achieved when we work together.

Foreword

In 2024, UN inter-agency pooled funds 
played a crucial role in providing strategic, 
predictable, and flexible non-core funding 
to deliver timely, coordinated responses to 
global needs. This is the fundamental goal 
of pooled funding, underscored by MPTFO’s 
commitment to continue building trust with 
our partners through efficiency, account-
ability, and innovation. The portfolio shifted 
towards greater emphasis on climate, devel-
opment, and transition financing.  

1. EFFICIENCY at scale 
 
The Office, marking its 20th year in 2024, 
transferred $1.1 billion to participating UN 
and non-UN entities in 2024, supporting 
development, climate and environment, 
and peace and transition outcomes 
aligned with the SDGs. Resources from 
MPTFO-administered funds reached 116 
programme countries, supporting joint 
action by 41 different UN entities and 73 
non-UN participating organizations. In 
terms of resources received, a total of 
71 contributors provided resources to 
MPTFO-administered funds, with 2024 
deposits reaching $910 million. 

2. ACCOUNTABILITY through  
transparency 
 
Timely and accurate financial transac-
tions underscore the MPTFO’s commit-
ment to all partners, with 93% of trans-
fers processed within five working days 
of receiving the request. The MPTFO 
‘Gateway’ website mptf.undp.org  
continued to provide partners with a 
comprehensive digital platform for fund 
administration, as well as real-time 
financial data: an unparalleled standard 
of transparency and accountability. 
And in 2024, the MPTFO, with the Dag 
Hammarskjöld Foundation, released 

the 10th edition of the Financing the UN 
Development System report: the only 
consolidated overview of revenues and 
expenditures across the UN system, with 
data on allocations by function, geo-
graphical scope, and SDGs.

3. INNOVATION for sustainable develop-
ment 
 
Innovations in UN pooled funds are re-
shaping development and humanitarian 
financing through a proactive approach 
that emphasizes flexibility and adapt-
ability to respond to contextual needs 
and to enhance effectiveness. To take 
just a few examples, the Systematic 
Observations Financing Facility (SOFF), 
collating critical climate data to boost 
early-warning systems and help saving 
lives, entered into new agreements 
with several multilateral development 
banks, leveraging the reach of the fund 
for bolder outcomes. The Complex Risk 
Analytics Fund (CRAF’d) began explor-
ing how data analytics and artificial intel-
ligence (AI) can help global partners to 
anticipate better, prevent, and respond 
to complex risks. This effort is helping 
partners shape close to $12 billion in 
crisis response, so that it arrives earlier 
and faster for those that need it most. 
And the Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund 
made further progress piloting its new 
approach to constructive asset restitu-
tion, with recovered assets put toward 
sustainable development outcomes. 
 
  ***

How are we making progress?  In short, it 
is with you, our partners. And this is what 
we hope to make clear over the course of 
this report. 

The report begins with an overview of 
the MPTFO pooled financing administra-
tive agent services, followed by a Global 
Financial Context that looks at the broader 
financing picture, the role played by pooled 
funding, and the overall policy environ-
ment that keeps pooled funding grounded 
in robust UNSDG standards, agreed with 
Member States.  

The next chapter focuses on the Key trends 
in MPTFO portfolio in 2024, followed by a 
deep dive into highlights of selected funds 
administered by the MPTFO, as well as 
several of the instruments set up in 2024: 
looking at their accomplishments over the 
year, and how the pooled funding model 
has enabled sustainable development 
results.  

The fifth chapter takes a closer look at how 
partners engage with the MPTFO and how 
these partnerships enable development 
results. 

The final chapter examines MPTFO’s 
operational performance to ensure we are 
maintaining the highest standards of fidu-
ciary responsibility for our partners so that 
they—and you— can focus on delivering 
sustainable development for all. 

On behalf of the team at MPTFO, I would 
like to express our deep gratitude for your 
strong collaboration and look forward to our 
continued partnership in delivering pooled 
financing services that are effective, ef-
ficient and adaptable to emerging needs.

The achievements over the last twenty 
years represent a legacy that belongs to  
us all. 

Now, on to the next. And to quote one 
former Secretary-General: ‘For all that has 
been, thanks. For all that will be, yes.’

Alain Noudéhou
Executive Director of the 

UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office

Nature4Health (N4H) - The Western Region 
of Ghana has rich biodiversity but is home to 
several gold mines, large cocoa, oil palm and 
rubber plantations. Extractive industries threaten 
biodiversity and put humans, wildlife, and domes-
tic animals in contact, potentially increasing zoo-
notic spillover risk. N4H conducted a systemic 
inquiry to outline a plan to reduce the risk of 
pandemics with preventative health initiatives.
©Robin Breen, EcoHealth Alliance, Ghana

Ghana   

http://mptf.undp.org
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Worldwide impact
116 programme countries received resources for 
implementation to respond to development, climate, 
humanitarian, and peacebuilding challenges. 

Green action
$274 million in climate and environment funds were 
transferred to partners to support forestation, biodi-
versity, the green economy, and climate adaptation 
and early warning systems in 2024. 

Advancing UN Reform
41 UN organizations collaborated on Joint Pro-
grammes around the world. 

Gender equality is 
non-negotiable
Gender equality markers are integrated into the 
MPTFO fund management platform, which is used 
by a growing number of pooled funds.

Diversifying resources 
from contributors
20 non-traditional contributors, including partners 
from the private sector, foundations, and civil soci-
ety, helped expand stakeholder networks and widen 
the contributor base. 

Fast facts
A summary of MPTF Office portfolio data from 2024 

Expanding stakeholder 
engagement
83 non-UN entities were directly involved in imple-
menting programmes on multi-sector issues. 

High-quality fund 
administration 
services and timely 
disbursements
93% of the funds were transferred within five days 
of receiving the Fund Transfer Request.

Supporting broad 
coalitions of partners
Over 200 partners, contributors, and Member 
States engaged directly in pooled funding. 

Co-creating innovative 
financial instruments
22 new UN inter-agency pooled funds were 
designed and established to promote joint action 
on a variety of high-impact areas, including risk data, 
and biodiversity. 

1 2

6

93 4

87

5



Fund
Implementation

(Multiple organizations 
- UN entities, 

governments and 
NGOs)

Fund allocations 
and operations - 

Governance (Steering 
Committee - Member 
States, UN, and other 

stakeholders)

Fund design and 
administration
(MPTF Office)

The work of the Steering 
Committee is supported 
by a Fund Secretariat or 
Fund Management Unit
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Figure 1:
Three roles in pooled fund management
For UN inter-agency pooled funds administered 
by the MPTFO, the AA function is performed 
separately from the governance, management, 
and implementation functions of the pooled 
funds. As shown in Figure 1, the three critical roles 
in pooled fund management include fund design 
and administration and related functions (the 
MPTFO’s role, as detailed in the section below 
regarding MPTFO Pooled Funding Service Plat-
form), fund allocation and governance (led by a 
Steering Committee), and fund implementation.  

UN inter-agency pooled funds use a pass-
through model aligned with UN Sustainable 
Development Group (UNSDG) governance 
mechanisms. Donor contributions are pooled and 
held in trust by an AA and subsequently allocat-
ed to participating UN organizations (PUNOs) for 
implementation at the direction of the Steering 
Committee. Each PUNO uses its own procedures, 
while programmatic and financial accountability 
lies with them and their national or subnational 
partners.

The Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) Office provides fund 
design and administration services to United Nations (UN) 
entities, national governments, and other development and 
humanitarian partners. These integrated “Administrative 
Agent” (AA) services are administered across the life cycle 
of pooled funds, from inception to closure, with the MPTFO 
acting as an impartial, independent, and professionally dedi-
cated AA firewalled from implementing entities to ensure 
proper checks and balances. 

MPTFO pooled financing  
Administrative Agent services

1

• Design guidance is provided at the early 
stage of fund creation, supporting the 
development of concept notes and Terms 
of Reference. It includes translating fund 
goals and theory of change into a results 
matrix, advising on financial sustainabil-
ity, innovative financing, and governance 
options. The service also ensures quality 
assurance and offers guidance on align-
ing with SDGs, legal frameworks, and 
management structures. 

• Fund administration involves fidu-
ciary oversight, risk management, and 
standardized contribution agreements. 
It covers daily operations, treasury and 

investment management, fund disburse-
ment, and financial reporting. It also 
includes monitoring fund use, supporting 
governance decisions, project closure, 
and enabling transparent, real-time fund 
management through digital platforms.

• Fund secretariat support includes 
MPTFO guidance (e.g., tools and tem-
plates) guidance once a fund is estab-
lished, and during transitions from fund 
design to the launch and operationaliza-
tion phases of new funds. The MPTFO 
also administratively hosts secretariats 
and management units for some flag-
ship initiatives.

• Data and analytics are increasingly in 
demand. The MPTFO provides analytics 
on UN financing and on-demand analy-
sis of the financial landscape for UN 
partners to explore the added value of 
new financing mechanisms. Specialists 
and portfolio managers collaborate with 
partners across the UN system to pro-
mote common data standards, enhance 
transparency, and facilitate the tracking 
of pooled financing contributions.

Figure 2:
MPTF Office Pooled Funding Service Platform

The MPTFO's service delivery model encompasses fund design, administration, secretariat support, 
knowledge management, and data.
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Global Financial Context

2

Since the 2018 UN General Assembly 
Resolution on the Repositioning of the UN 
Development System (UNDS), the policy 
landscape has evolved to increasingly en-
courage UN inter-agency pooled funding. 

Valued for its flexibility, transparency, and 
impact, pooled funding remains grounded 
in robust UNSDG policy standards, agreed 
with and endorsed by Member States 
through several processes: 

• the Funding Compact 2.0, 
• Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy 

Review (QCPR).
• and the Management and Accountabil-

ity Framework for the UN Development 
and Resident Coordinator Systems 
(MAF).

 
The UN General Assembly adopted Reso-
lution A/RES/72/279 on repositioning the 
UNDS in May 2018, marking a major step 
forward in the UNDS reform process. In re-
sponse to requests to improve the quality 
of financing to the UN, one specific reform 
outcome at the time was to double the pro-
portion of UN inter-agency pooled funds. 
This included identifying more effective 
ways to support countries in aligning 2030 
Agenda commitments with national priori-
ties in a coherent and integrated manner. 

Subsequently, the Funding Compact, 
adopted in 2019 and updated in 2024, 
highlighted the need to effectively fund a 
repositioned UNDS amid declining core 
resources, funding unpredictability, and an 
increasing share of tightly earmarked funds 
for specific activities. The 2024 iteration of 
the Funding Compact 2.0 (adopted by the 
UN Economic and Social Council in July 
2024) contained a series of commitments 
between the UN and Member States to 
raise the quality of funding for UNDS deliv-
ery of development assistance, including 
eight targets on UN interagency pooled 
funds. 

• Member States agreed to increase 
contributions to UN inter-agency 
pooled funds to enhance the collective 
results of the UNDS at all levels. The 
Funding Compact established a target 
for Member States to provide 30% of 
non-core contributions for develop-
ment activities through UN inter-agen-
cy pooled funds by 2027. UN Member 
States committed to boosting the 
number of contributors to the pooled 
fund and supporting two flagship funds: 
the Joint SDG Fund and the Secretary-
General’s Peacebuilding Fund. Member 
states further set an annual target 
of $800 million for contributions to 
development-related country-level 

Multi-Partner Trust Funds (MPTFs) that 
support Cooperation Frameworks.

• The UN committed to increasing ef-
ficiency and effectiveness by using 
development-related UN inter-agency 
pooled funds. Funding Compact re-
quirements outlined a set of common 
management features to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of develop-
ment-related UN inter-agency pooled 
funds, including expanding commit-
ments on evaluations and cultivating 
funding from non-Member States. 

The revitalized Funding Compact 2.0 
holds significant potential for enhancing 
development outcomes by prioritizing 
strategic engagement at the country level, 
expanding funding flexibility, and foster-
ing greater trust among partners through 
transparency.

In 2024, the General Assembly adopted 
the latest iteration of the QCPR resolution 
(A/RES/79/226), which guides the UNDS 
over the next four years (2025-2028). 
Moving forward, the implementation of the 
2024 QCPR resolution will continue to be 
tracked through the Secretary-General’s 
annual report on the QCPR and the QCPR 
Monitoring Framework, which includes 

Graph 1:
Deposits to UN inter-agency pooled funds, 2016-2023 (including funds not administered by the MPTFO 
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In the words of the Secretary-General, 
Antonio Guterres, the 2024 Sustainable 
Development Goals Report makes ‘for 
sobering reading’. At best, 17% of SDGs are 
currently on track. 

The estimates in the 2024 Financing for 
Sustainable Development Report place 
the annual investment gap in developing 
countries somewhere between $2.5 trillion 
and $4 trillion, annually; up significantly 
from pre-pandemic levels.  

In 2023 (the latest full year of validated 
figures), Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) provided by members of the OECD 

Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
reached a record high of $223.3 billion; a 
positive sign. Together with contributions 
from non-DAC members and philanthropic 
foundations that voluntarily reported to 
the OECD, combined ODA financial flows 
approached $250 billion. But this remains 
just a small fraction of the investment 
needed to achieve the SDGs by 2030. 

And financing to the UN in 2023 represent-
ed a smaller fraction still, with preliminary 
figures indicating revenues of $67.6 billion 
across the system. Within this, UN pooled 
funding came to $2.8 billion, of which the 
MPTFO portfolio was a little over a third.  

These resource flows, dwarfed by growing 
needs, continue to play a critical role in de-
velopment, particularly in Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs). But they will achieve 
the most when they function as catalysts: 
bringing partners together in broad coali-
tions to mobilize resources from all sources 
of finance, public and private, domestic 
and international, to begin to meet the 
‘SDG gap’.

This is arguably why pooled funding has 
become such a focus for discussions at the 
UN over the last several years. 

2.1. The policy landscape for pooled financing

2.2. Resources through the UN Inter-agency pooled financing

specific indicators for UN inter-agency 
pooled funds, including those related to 
the Funding Compact 2.0. See IN-DEPTH 
on Pooled Funding Progress Towards the 
QCPR and Funding Compact.

The MAF developed by the UNSDG in 
2019 and updated in 2021, sets out man-

agement and accountability standards for 
UN Country Teams (UNCTs), particularly 
regarding Joint Programmes (JPs) and UN 
inter-agency pooled funds. In 2024, the 
UN Office of Internal Oversight Services 
(OIOS) evaluated the Resident Coordina-
tor (RC) system, finding that inter-agency 
pooled funds, such as the Joint SDG Fund, 

were key enablers of integrated UN policy 
advice at the country level. These funds 
improved intra-agency accountability, sim-
plified donor engagement, and supported 
a One-UN approach. Additionally, joint pro-
grammes empowered RCs to coordinate 
multiple agencies and foster collaboration 
within UNCTs.

.

In 2024, the MPTFO continued its engage-
ment in shaping the policy environment for 
UN inter-agency pooled funds by promot-
ing pooled funds as key tools for advanc-
ing the SDGs. Through active participation 
in major global forums—including the UN 
ECOSOC Operational Activities Segment, 
the Summit of the Future, the Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) and its Con-
ferences of the Parties (COP16 and COP29) 
the MPTFO together with its partners high-
lighted the strategic value of pooled funds 
in enhancing UN coherence and efficiency, 
supporting global priorities like the Global 
Digital Compact, and driving climate and 
biodiversity action. These efforts under-
score the growing recognition of pooled 
funding as a vital mechanism for effective 
and efficient delivery of unified, impactful 
UN responses.

Based on the latest UN official data 
on financing the UN system and 2023 
data from the UN inter-agency pooled 
fund database (also including funds not 
administered by the MPTFO), UN pooled 
funds mobilized an estimated $2.8 billion, 
representing a 13.2% decrease from 
2022. In 2023, 61.6% of UN inter-agency 
pooled funds were allocated to humani-
tarian assistance, while 38.4% supported 
development-related initiatives, including 
funds for development (15.4%), peace and 
transition (14.5%), and climate and environ-
ment (8.5%). 

Financing for development-related (includ-
ing all three of the sub-categories outlined 
above) UN inter-agency pooled funds 
increased from $551.5 million in 2016 to 
$1.6 billion in 2021, reaching $1.3 billion by 

the end of 2023. This represented 8.1% of 
all non-core funding to UN development 
activities and 13.1% of non-core contribu-
tions for development activities provided 
by Member States through UN inter-agen-
cy pooled funds. The Funding Compact 
agreed in 2024 aims to increase this share 
to 30% by 2027. In 2023, 26 Member 
States allocated at least 10% of their 
non-core resources to UN operational 
activities through UN inter-agency pooled 
funds, with 12 of them ranking among the 
top 20 contributors to the UN system



Table 1: Progress in key pooled funding-related indicators included in the 2021-2024 QCPR monitoring framework¹
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This section examines some QCPR 
indicators related to inter-agency 
pooled funds. It provides an overview of 
achievements as reported in the Secre-
tary General’s Report on the Implemen-
tation of the QCPR since 2022. 

Data indicates the progress towards 
non-core resources and collaborative 
activities and programmes as outlined in 
the QCPR 2021-2024 Monitoring Frame-
work. Despite notable progress in some 
areas, they remain considerably below 
the QCPR targets.

From 2020 to 2024, most pooled fund-
ing-related indicators in the 2021–2024 
QCPR monitoring framework showed 
clear improvement, particularly those 
tied to joint programming. Overall prog-
ress was strong, with most targets met 
or nearly achieved, except for Indicator 
4.5.9 (percentage of non-core devel-
opment-related expenditures), which 
declined and fell short of its target. 

The total budget of all active JPs in-
creased from $3.4 billion in 2020 to $5 
billion by 2023. While JPs are funded 
using various modalities, a significant 
number are funded through UN-pooled 
funds. Overall, UNDS entities and 
UNCTs made significant progress in 
channeling non-core resources, engag-
ing in joint activities, and funding JPs.

Progress towards the Quadrennial Comprehensive 
Policy Review (QCPR) and Funding Compact in 2024

1 Source: QCPR Monitoring Framework, 2021-24
https://ecosoc.un.org/en/what-we-do/oas-qcpr/quick-links/qcpr-monitoring-framework-2021-24
2 Secretary General’s Report on the Implementation of the QCPR, 2024

IN - DEPTH

2

DRC Fonds National REDD 
(FONAREDD) - Masolela Masudi 
is one of the beneficiaries for the 
implementation of agroforestry 
activities in the village of Fataki (Pangi 
Territory, Maniema Province). With the 
programme's support, he successfully 
transformed a degraded area into 
agricultural land. 
© FONAREDD

DRC

https://ecosoc.un.org/en/what-we-do/oas-qcpr/quick-links/qcpr-monitoring-framework-2021-24


Table 2: Summary of MPTFO portfolio of funds

Figure 3: Proportion of deposits to MPTFO-administered funds by geographic scope
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Key trends in the MPTFO 
portfolio in 2024

3

The MPTFO continued to solidify its role 
as a center of expertise in UN inter-agency 
pooled funds, facilitating collaboration within 
and beyond the UN system. The Office 
administered global and regional MPTFs, 
country-level funds, and JPs structured 
around four broad areas of action: develop-
ment, peace and transition, humanitarian, 
and climate and environment. MPTFO-ad-
ministered funds provided flexible resources 

In 2024, 57% of deposits to the MPTFO 
portfolio were directed to global funds, while 
country-level pooled funds accounted for 
34%, as shown in Figure 3. The decline in the 
share of country-level deposits is primarily 
due to the transfer of six humanitarian coun-

for projects at the intersection of humani-
tarian, development, and peace, thereby 
enhancing collaboration and cooperation.

Over the past several years, the MPTFO 
has supported its partners in creating an 
enhanced, strategic portfolio with a diversi-
fied contributor base. In 2024, the MPTFO 
supported participating organizations in 
establishing 22 new UN inter-agency pooled 

try-based pooled funds (CBPFs) to OCHA, 
which began in 2023. Of note, excluding 
these six CBPFs, country-level pooled funds 
actually saw a 10% increase in deposits 
compared to 2023. The continued capitali-
sation of country pooled funds reinforces 

funds, including MPTFs and JPs (Table 2). 
A total of 135 funds were active during the 
year. Over the last eight years, 76 funds have 
been financially closed and 68 operationally 
closed, reflecting the MPTFO's dedication to 
maintaining effective fund management and 
administration throughout the entire pooled 
fund life cycle.

the Funding Compact's central objectives 
of promoting greater coherence among UN 
agencies and improving the effectiveness 
of development efforts aligned with national 
priorities. Regional funds maintained nearly 
the same proportions since 2022.

*Note: Figures between 2020 and 2023 were adjusted compared to previous reports following an update to the 
MPTFO Fund Administration System.*

Global Fund for Coral Reefs (GFCR) - 
Funding in the MAR region supported 
growth of a robust pipeline including 
more than 20 reef-positive market 
initiatives spanning sectors including 
aquaculture, sustainable fishing, blue 
carbon credits, and seaweed farming.
© Amy Jones 
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Global and regional funds bring together the 
UN and various partners, enabling stake-
holders to address multi-country challenges 
that a single country cannot tackle alone. 
Some, like the Joint SGD Fund, work across 
all development goals in multiple countries, 

while others bring together multiple stake-
holders to address common challenges. In 
2024, at the request of UN organizations, the 
MPTFO introduced four new global MPTFs 
and one regional fund to its portfolio. 

Deposits towards global and regional MPTFs 
increased by 30%, from $533.8 million in 
2022 to $570.2 million in 2023 and then to 
$601 million in 2024. By the end of 2024, the 

29 global and five regional funds accounted 
for 66 % of the total capitalization of all funds 
administered by the MPTFO, an increase 
from 60% in 2023. These global and regional 
MPTFs are essential tools for stakeholders 
to tackle cross-border challenges, enhanc-
ing coherence across the UN system, and 
enabling flexible, strategic, and scalable 
innovative solutions.

million. The 2024 financial data demonstrate 
the continued importance of pooled financ-
ing in supporting cross-sector integration at 
the country level.

In 2024, the MPTFO portfolio received de-
posits into five regional funds totaling $79.8 
million, representing 9% of the portfolio, 
as shown in Table 4. At the regional level, 
the Central African Forest Initiative (CAFI) 
had deposits of $69.5 million from eight 

3.1. Global and regional 
Multi-Partner Trust Funds

Table 3: Deposits to MPTFO-administered global funds in 2024 (US$)
Table 4: Deposits to MPTFO-administered regional funds in 2024 (US$)

contributors, reflecting continued and sub-
stantial support for the Fund. The UN Special 
Programme for Economies of Central Asia 
(SPECA) is a new and unique regional Fund 
established in 2024 with a capitalization of 
$3.5 million. The Fund demonstrates the 
uniqueness and agility of the pooled funding 
mechanism to enable regional stakeholders 
to operationalize stronger cooperation and 
integration amongst members in support of 
SDG achievement.

The Western Balkans SALW 
Control MPTF - An expert from 
Montenegro’s Forensic Center 
using a Raman instrument 
for the rapid identification 
of explosives. Specialized 
equipment and comprehensive 
support by UNDP Montenegro 
are advancing forensic 
capacities of the Police 
Directorate of Montenegro.
© UNDP Montenegro 
Photo: Ivan Mandic  
(www.mediatag.me) 

Montenegro

In 2024, the Peacebuilding Fund, Joint SDG 
Fund, Women’s Peace and Humanitarian 
Fund, UN-REDD Programme Fund, and the 
Systematic Observations Financing Facility 
(SOFF) received the highest deposits among 
global funds, as shown in Table 3. The 
National Biodiversity Strategies and Action 
Plans (NBSAP) Accelerator Action Account 
MPTF, Spotlight Initiative 2.0 Fund, and Kun-
ming Biodiversity Fund were established in 
2024, with a combined capitalization of $39 



Table 5: Deposits to MPTFO-administered country-level pooled funds in 2024 (US$)
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In 2024, country-level pooled funds were 
a critical component of the UN’s financing 
architecture, channeling both development 
and humanitarian resources to support 
national priorities. The RCs play a key role in 
defining and prioritizing funding while utiliz-
ing the expertise and resources of the UNCT 
to support national development priorities, 

including activities related to the humani-
tarian-peace-development nexus. Of note, 
country-level funds are accessible to non-UN 
organizations (NUNOs) and members of the 
UNSDG, enabling them to collaborate on 
initiatives that align with the strategic goals 
set forth in the UN Sustainable Development 
Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF) and 
national development agendas.

In 2024, deposits to 30 country-level pooled 
funds totaled $236.6 million, covering 

peace and transition, development, and 
humanitarian funds, as shown in Table 5. Six 
humanitarian funds transitioned from MPTFO 
to OCHA, and the largest share (50%) of 
country-pooled funds administered by the 
MPTFO was comprised of development 
funds. Country-level pooled funds have been 
instrumental in advancing more effective de-
livery of development outcomes aligned with 
national priorities, while fostering collabora-
tion and strengthening mutual accountability.

3.2. Country-level Multi-
Partner Trust Funds

South Sudan RSRTF - Livestock 
diseases pose a challenge for the 
traditional herding tribes in South 
Sudan. RSRTF provides traditional 
livestock-keepers veterinary training 
and support to protect their livelihoods 
and lessen area-based conflicts. The 
photo was taken in Bor.   
© South Sudan RSRTF

South Sudan



Table 6: Deposits in US dollars to MPTFO-administered joint programs, 2024

Table 7: List of evaluations of MPTFO-administered pooled funds between 2023 and 2024
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JPs using the pass-through fund manage-
ment modality often serve as the pooled 
funding instrument for joint development ac-
tions at the country level. Initiatives typically 

involve two to five UN organizations that 
agree on a specific programmatic scope and 
deliverables. 

Deposits to JPs amounted to $72.8 million 
in 2024, down slightly from $79.7 million in 
2023, demonstrating a sustained interest in 

JPs aligned with the 2024 QCPR resolution. 
By the end of 2024, the 25 JPs in the MPTFO 
portfolio constituted 8% of the total capitaliza-
tion of all funds administered by the MPTFO.

3.3. Joint programmes

Evaluative evidence and key lessons in 2024
Evaluations play a vital role in effective 
programme planning, accountability, 
and learning. They provide evidence of 
achieved results and help uncover lessons 
learned and best practices. In UN inter-
agency pooled funds, PUNOs assess pro-
grammes based on their evaluation poli-

cies and guidelines. They create evaluation 
Terms of Reference (ToRs) for collaborative 
assessment of stakeholders, and all evalu-
ation reports are shared with stakeholders 
via the Gateway Integrated Platform (GWIP) 
and uploaded to the UN Evaluation Group 
(UNEG) database.

IN - DEPTH

Key lessons from the recent evaluation of pooled funds
• All evaluations commended GWIP for 

being highly comprehensive, trans-
parent, and easily accessible. 

• The MPTFO was perceived as 
adequately resourced with qualified 
personnel knowledgeable about UN 
inter-agency pooled funds. 

• Evaluative evidence demonstrates 
the importance of UN inter-agency 
pooled funds in supporting UNDS 
reform, thereby bolstering initiatives 
to accelerate the achievement of 
Agenda 2030 targets. The pooled 
funds improved UNCT collaboration 
and coordination, allowing RCs to 
spearhead joint programmes and con-
nect stakeholders on key issues.

• Evaluations also confirmed that direct 
capacity development and local 
ownership are integrated within UN 
inter-agency pooled funds, leverag-
ing the UN’s special relationship with 
governments and leading to positive 
outcomes at both the global and 
national levels.  

• Evaluations revealed strong evidence 
of capacity development for stake-
holders, including new approaches 
to addressing gender issues and 
preventing violence against children, 
support for local government policy 
development, and assistance in 
analyzing and responding to crisis 
environments. 

• At the national level, pooled funds 
demonstrated the ability to enhance 
aid effectiveness, reinforce alignment 
and constructive policy dialogue with 
governments, and ensure coherence 
among donors.  

• Finally, evaluations highlighted that 
MPTFs effectively utilize UN delivery 
systems, normative roles, and risk-
sharing capacity in fragile contexts. 
Ultimately, programming quality is 
significantly influenced by several key 
factors, notably close collaboration 
with government partners and the 
level of coordination, participation, 
and leadership engagement within 
governance structures.  

Over the past two years, fund secretariats 
and contributors commissioned 13 inde-
pendent evaluations of various funds ad-
ministered by the MPTFO, seven of which 
were completed in 2024.
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Joint SDG Fund - Students attending a 
training in Dornod Province, Mongolia. 
The JP Strengthening Digital EMongolia 
Services and Communities (DEMOSC) 
aims to realize the Government of 
Mongolia’s "Digital Nation” vision.
Photo: © UNICEF Mongolia

Mongolia

The Joint Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) Fund³ is an innovative instrument 
that seeks to incentivize transformative 
policy shifts and stimulate the strategic 
investments required to get the world 
back on track to meet the SDGs. The UN 
Secretary-General views the Joint SDG 
Fund as a crucial component of reforming 
the UN’s development work, providing 
the necessary “muscle” for a new genera-
tion of RCs and UNCTs to accelerate SDG 
implementation. 

Key Progress and Achievements in 2024

The Joint SDG Fund made notable prog-
ress in 2024, catalyzing transformative 
action across 90 countries and designing 
and launching over 130 JPs with a total 
budget of $152 million. Under the leader-
ship of RCs, the Fund has committed $89.3 
million across six thematic areas, which has 
mobilized an additional $62.8 million in co-
funding. This showcases the Fund's ability 
to drive collaborative approaches for key 
SDG transitions. In terms of programmatic 
allocations by theme, the highest invest-
ment was towards Digital transformation 
($38.6 million), followed by Food systems 
($16.7 million), Social protection ($15.4 
million), SDG localization ($10.5 million), En-
ergy ($7.1 million) and Education ($1 million).

The Fund achieved a capitalization mile-
stone of $100.4 million in signed contribu-
tions, representing a 179% increase from 
the previous year. This growth included the 
addition of Poland as the 17th contributing 
Member State. Spain, Germany, and the 
European Union are the top contributors to 
the Fund.  

The Fund's development impact has been 
notable. Its $344 million total approved 
budget since 2017 has catalyzed an addi-
tional $6.6 billion in investments cumula-
tively since 2017, achieving a leverage ratio 
of 1:19. In 2024 alone, $1.6 billion was lever-
aged primarily through innovative financ-
ing mechanisms such as sustainability and 
thematic bond issuances in Indonesia. Ad-
ditionally, the Fund successfully mobilized 
over $25 million through blended invest-
ments in renewable energy financing. 

The impact of these investments is evident 
in the Fund reaching over 206 million 
people to date, with 10 million people 
supported in 2024 alone. Country-specific 
successes illustrate the Fund's adaptability 
and impact. In Tanzania, digital transforma-
tion in agriculture is supporting 500,000 
smallholder farmers through capacity 
building and providing access to digital 
platforms for agricultural services. Indone-
sia mobilized $1.6 billion in SDG-aligned 
bonds, while North Macedonia's Green 
Financing Facility allocated $26 million 
in credit lines through six local financial 
institutions. Zimbabwe's Renewable En-
ergy Fund reached $30 million, combining 

Fund resources with private sector invest-
ments to support the renewable energy 
transition. 

Lessons learned in 2024

The Fund's experience in 2024 under-
scores several lessons. First, RC leader-
ship is essential for fostering coordination 
among UN entities and ensuring alignment 
with national priorities. Second, tailored 
approaches to different country contexts 
yield more sustainable results than one-
size-fits-all solutions. Third, properly struc-
tured and supported innovative financing 
mechanisms can effectively bridge funding 
gaps and attract private sector investment, 
but they take time to mature. The Fund's 
work has also demonstrated the power of 
integrated programming across thematic 
areas, with digital and food systems serv-
ing as a connector among previously 
siloed development approaches.

The MPTFO has played a crucial role in 
the Joint SDG Fund's success by deliver-
ing efficient, transparent, and accountable 
fund management services. The Joint SDG 
Fund championed the utilization of the 

“The Joint Fund – a catalyst of cutting-edge 
solutions that accelerate sustainable development. 
The Fund crowds in resources for SDG action.  
But is more than a financing mechanism. It 
embodies a new way of thinking, recognizing 
the interconnectedness of our goals and uniting 
diverse stakeholders in a coordinated effort.” 

Amina Mohammed 
Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations

Joint SDG Fund 

MPTFO Fund Highlights
4

4.1.Selected Funds administered by MPTFO in 2024 
This section highlights a selection of pooled funds administered by the MPTFO in 2024. These funds provide a strategic platform for 
advancing global priorities while addressing local needs in alignment with national development goals.

new digital Fund Transfer Request (FTR)4, 
a tool in MPTFO that enhances efficiency 
and accountability in fund management by 
streamlining approvals, centralizing docu-
mentation, and enabling real-time transac-
tion tracking. 

Looking forward to 2025

Building on its 2024 progress, the Fund 
is poised to continue the momentum. It 

plans to commit an additional $50 mil-
lion through high-impact track initiatives 
focused on scaling market-ready business 
and financing solutions for the SDGs and 
addressing critical challenges in fragile 
and complex country settings. Strategic 
priorities include strengthening alignment 
with other pooled funding mechanisms, 
particularly the Peacebuilding Fund and 
Central Emergency Response Fund, to 
maximize synergies across the humani-

 3 https://www.jointsdgfund.org  4 FTR is the digital process of requesting and managing the accurate and efficient transfer of funds from MPTFO to participating organizations, ensuring tracking of 
the flow of funds and accountability.

tarian, peacebuilding, and development 
nexus. Enhanced monitoring and reporting 
mechanisms will demonstrate clear value 
for money to donors, while impact mea-
surement tools will showcase the multiplier 
effects of Fund investments.

https://www.jointsdgfund.org
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Peacebuilding Fund - In the lush, rolling hills of Kasaï, a 
quiet revolution is unfolding. Three hills—Pende, Tshokwe, 
and Lubaphones—once divided by fear and violence, are 
now reconnecting, thanks to women mediators.

© PBF

DRC

The Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding 
Fund (PBF)⁵ is the UN’s leading instrument 
to invest in prevention and peacebuilding, 
in partnership with the wider UN system, 
national and subnational authorities, civil 
society organizations, regional organiza-
tions, and multilateral banks. The Fund 
supports joint UN responses to address 
critical peacebuilding opportunities, 
connecting development, humanitarian, 
human rights, and peacebuilding pillars. 
The core principles of the Fund are being 
timely, catalytic, and risk-tolerant, and fa-
cilitating inclusiveness and national owner-
ship, integrated approaches, and cohesive 
UN strategies. 

Key Progress and Achievements in 2024

In 2024, PBF approved $118 million for 49 
initiatives in 33 countries and territories. 
Funding within the three priority areas of 
the 2020-2024 Strategy included $18.3 mil-
lion for cross-border and regional efforts, 
$29.6 million for facilitating transitions, and 
$31.8 million for empowering women and 
youth. In 2024, the Fund continued its up-
ward trajectory by allocating 43% of its in-
vestments to gender-responsive projects, 
well above its own 30% target, marking the 
eighth consecutive year of surpassing this 
benchmark.

The PBF continued with advances in local-
ization efforts. In Niger’s Tahoua province, 
for example, 255 conflicts - many related 
to natural resource management - were 
peacefully resolved with the assistance of 
a PBF-supported initiative that engaged 
community members in early warning 
mechanisms across seven communities. 
In the Central African Republic, 12 local 
peace and reconciliation committees fi-
nanced through PBF resolved 32 inter- and 
intra-community conflicts involving more 
than 3,000 people, bringing peacebuild-
ing closer to the communities it is meant to 
serve.

Efforts also focused on implementing 
General Assembly resolution 78/257, 
which designates $50 million annually from 
assessed contributions in the UN regular 
budget to PBF. To ensure alignment with 
the UN budget cycle, discussions with the 
Advisory Group helped pinpoint priority 
countries eligible for the Peacebuilding 
and Recovery Facility (PRF), which may 
receive assessed contributions in 2025. 
The priority countries will be chosen due to 
their transitional status and recent involve-
ment with the Peacebuilding Initiatives 
Commission (PIC).

Lessons learned in 2024

The 2024 Thematic Review on Synergies 
between Human Rights and Peacebuilding, 
conducted in collaboration with the Office 
of the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) and Switzerland, assessed 
92 projects across 45 contexts, yielding 
significant insights. The review reinforced 
the importance of consultative processes 
for fostering national ownership of peace-
building initiatives which continues to be a 
cornerstone of the PBF. 

As the AA of the PBF, the MPTFO plays 
a vital role in enhancing the scalabil-
ity, effectiveness, and transparency of 
PBF operations worldwide. The MPTFO 
leverages its pooled funding expertise to 
ensure financial management, manage 
donor contributions, and timely disburse-
ment of funds in response to PBF requests. 

Additionally, by producing consolidated 
financial reports, the MPTFO reinforces 
accountability, enhances UN coordina-
tion, and contributes to more efficient 
programme implementation. The decision 
in 2024 by the UN General Assembly’s 5th 
Committee to provide $50 million per year 
in predictable financing from Assessed 
Contributions for the Peacebuilding Fund 
recognizes the trust Member States place 
in pooled funds as instruments of joint UN 
action around crucial system priorities and 
in the MPTFO as an AA.

Looking forward to 2025

Following consultation with the Advisory 
Group in May 2024, the Fund’s strategy, 
originally set for 2020-2024, was extended 
to 2026. While the Fund will prioritize sup-
port for countries that are eligible under 
the PRF, it will also retain the flexibility to 
respond quickly to emerging needs and 
unforeseen opportunities. As an essential 
tool for advancing the Pact for the Future, 
the Fund will contribute to shifting the 
focus from reactive responses to proactive, 
nationally led, and sustainable prevention 
strategies that empower communities and 
build long-term resilience.

“Women are reshaping what leadership looks 
like in Kasaï. They have shown that peace 
is not just the absence of violence—it’s the 
presence of inclusion.” 

A local official in Kasaï 
Democratic Republic of Congo

Peacebuilding Fund

 5 https://mptf.undp.org/fund/pb000 

https://mptf.undp.org/fund/pb000
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Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund - Health-
care professionals receiving training and 
specialization in neonatal care. 
© Uzbekistan Vision 2030 FundUzbekistan

“Our primary objective is to restitute the 
money transparently and in a way that 
transforms lives in Uzbekistan and addresses 
root causes of corruption. By partnering with 
the United Nations, we’ve created a fund that 
invests in joint programming delivering real, 
measurable impact.”  

Konstantin Obolensky
Ambassador of Switzerland to Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund

The Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund⁶  was 
established in 2022 as a modality to 
facilitate the return of assets forfeited in 
the Swiss Confederation to the benefit of 
the people of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
The Fund supports principled, transparent, 
and effective asset restitution via programs 
aimed at accelerating the Government of 
Uzbekistan’s national reform agenda and 
the SDGs. The Fund is anchored in the 
UNSDCF (2021-25), which was devel-
oped through participatory and inclusive 
consultations with national stakeholders, 
UN entities, contributors, IFIs, and other 
development partners. 

Key Progress and Achievements in 2024

The Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund en-
hanced access to maternal and newborn 
care across the country. In 2024, a total of 
890,529 women and 934,781 newborns 
received high-quality inclusive services, 
which encompassed pregnancy care, 
skilled birth interventions, family planning, 
breast feeding support, and comprehen-
sive newborn care.

To ensure long-term and sustainable 
healthcare, the Fund also improved access 
to training for the healthcare workforce. 
With support from the Fund, 11,141 health-
care professionals received training, 
including 3,093 specialists in perinatal cen-
ters (20.1% of the target) and 8,048 primary 
healthcare workers (32.1% of the target), 
better equipping the workforce to manage 
pregnancy complications, emergencies, 
and neonatal care.

In 2024, the Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund 
supported a $23.5 million JP focused 
on ICT in Education. This programme 
enhances the Ministry of Preschool and 

School Education’s ability to provide inclu-
sive, equitable, and high-quality education 
to vulnerable children, particularly girls 
and those living in rural areas. It evalu-
ates pedagogical excellence, adaptable 
school-based digital learning models, and 
assistive technologies with the goal of 
improving access to lifelong learning and 
bolstering learning outcomes while equip-
ping students with vital digital skills.

The Fund also published its first annual 
report and annual and semi-annual project-
level reports. These were translated into 
Uzbek and made available on its newly 
launched bilingual website, which comple-
ments the GWIP, where detailed documen-
tation is accessible in English.

Lessons learned in 2024

The MPTF is an efficient and transparent 
vehicle for restituting funds to local com-
munities through the implementation of 
high-quality programmes designed to ad-
dress local priorities. Stakeholders ensured 
that benefits accrued to local communities 
and addressed local needs while main-
taining compliance with relevant policies 
and regulations in PUNO’s due diligence 
procedures.

The Uzbekistan Vision 2030 Fund is a 
unique pooled fund. The MPTFO acts as an 
AA and transfers funds following decisions 
made by the Management Committee. It 
showcases the MPTFO’s ability to restitute 
funds efficiently and transparently while 
consolidating stakeholder efforts to expe-
dite progress towards achieving Agenda 
2030.

Looking forward to 2025

In early 2025, the Uzbekistan Vision 2030 
Fund received an additional commitment 
of $182 million of restituted funds, bringing 
total commitments to $313 million. Look-
ing ahead, the focus is on continuing to 
implement high-quality programmes that 
provide clear, transformative, and impactful 
benefits, thereby enhancing public trust in 
the restitution process.

 6 https://www.ishonch.org/about-en

https://www.ishonch.org/about-en
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Global Disability Fund - Young people with 
Albinism attending the International Day of 
Persons with Disabilities dialogues in Manzini, 
Eswatini.   
©UNFPA Eswatini

Eswatini

The Global Disability Fund (GDF)⁷  for-
merly the UN Partnership on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD)—is a 
unique partnership that brings together 
UN entities, governments, Organizations 
of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs), and 
broader civil society to advance the rights 
of people with disabilities around the 
world. 

Key Progress and Achievements in 2024      

In 2024, the GDF supported 54 pro-
grammes in 63 countries to advance the 
implementation of the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The 
GDF reached its highest capitalization level 
ever in 2024, raising an additional $16.6 
million and adding two new contributors. 
In the same year, the GDF was selected to 
host a global initiative on inclusive cities, 
with an initial funding commitment of $10 
million from Germany.

The GDF Secretariat confirmed a new 
governance framework, elected a new 
Chair and members of the Steering and 
Programme Committees, and initiated a 
strategy development period. Additionally, 
they hosted a high-level event centered 
around the Summit of the Future, which 
focused on advancing the inclusion of 
persons with disabilities in international 
development frameworks.

Lessons learned in 2024 

In 2024, the GDF learned the value of 
embedding disability inclusion in the 
mainstream agenda to expand access to 
services. This ensures disability inclusion 
is integrated into policies, systems, and 
structures across major development areas 
such as health, education, climate action, 
and humanitarian response, which is es-
sential for catalytic impact and long-term 
sustainability. 

There is also a need to advance the leader-
ship of OPDs for sustained, meaningful en-
gagement and expand support to include 
a funding window directly to participating 
OPDs. Additionally, capacity building and 
the empowerment of OPDs to act as equal 
partners and decision-makers are needed.

It is also critical that GDF harnesses in-
novation and technology to drive impact, 
leveraging advancements in technology by  
ity to maximize their impact. The pooled 
funding mechanism alleviates the admin-
istrative burden of financial and grant 
management, including vital elements 
such as due diligence and reporting. As a 
result, GDF can maintain a lean structure 
while efficiently and effectively pursuing 
its mission to enhance the lives of persons 
with disabilities.

Looking forward to 2025

In 2025, GDF will launch a new strategic 
plan, building on past successes and ac-
celerating the implementation of disability 
inclusion commitments at the country level. 
Emphasis will be on the unique model of 
connecting UN agencies, donors, partners, 
OPDs, civil society, service providers, 
governments, and actors from the develop-
ment, climate, and humanitarian sectors 
to achieve sustainable, systemic disability 
inclusion. GDF will launch a global initiative 
on inclusive cities in partnership with Ger-
many and play a central role in the triennial 
Global Disability Summit in Berlin in April 
2025.

“The GDF has a key 
role in supporting 
developing countries 
to implement the 
CRPD." 
Ville Tavio 
MP of Finland and Minister for 
Foreign Trade and Development

Global Disability Fund

 7 https://globaldisabilityfund.org/about-us/
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The Systematic Observation Financing 
Facility (SOFF)⁸ is a specialized climate 
fund co-created by the World Meteoro-
logical Organization (WMO), UNDP, and 
UNEP, with the MPTFO serving as the AA. 
This innovative Fund aims to fill significant 
gaps in basic weather and climate data by 
providing financial and technical support to 
countries with the largest shortcomings in 
systematic observations. SOFF enhances 
global forecasts and climate resilience, 
playing a foundational role in initiatives like 
the UN Secretary-General’s Early Warn-
ings for All by enabling these nations to 
produce and share crucial weather and 
climate data. 

Key progress and achievements in 2024

In 2024, SOFF made significant progress in 
assisting countries to bridge their weather 
and climate data observation gaps. Within 
2.5 years of operation, SOFF supported 
60 countries in the readiness phase and 
approved or conditionally approved invest-
ment funding requests for 18 countries, 
totaling $115 million.⁹ 

SOFF's inclusive approach brings together 
72 partners, and this collective effort is 
expected to yield annual benefits of $5 bil-
lion by enabling countries to generate and 
share essential weather and climate data10. 
In 2024, over 90 organizations convened 
on three occasions to coordinate regional 
support for the Pacific, South Asia, and 
Africa.

In 2024, at COP29, SOFF was featured at 
Earth Information Day, highlighting the es-
sential role of earth observation systems in 
supporting climate adaptation, mitigation, 
and loss-and-damage efforts. Addition-
ally, SOFF signed agreements with the 
Weather-Ready Pacific Programme and 
the African Development Bank and joined 

the Agriculture Innovation Mechanism for 
Scale, aiming to provide weather infor-
mation to help farmers adapt to climate 
change impacts.

Lessons learned in 2024

In September 2024, SOFF’s peer advisors, 
participating organizations, and stake-
holders convened to assess the Fund’s 
progress, thereby reinforcing the tightly 
connected “SOFF operations community," 
which is a vital success factor for the 
Fund. All stakeholders, including SOFF 
countries, members of the SOFF advisory 
board, international partners, and partici-
pating organizations, positively evaluated 
the peer-to-peer model in the Fund and 
expressed interest in expanding this model 
beyond SOFF.

In addition to operations, SOFF identified 
that supporting Fragile and Conflict-Affect-
ed States (FCS) is especially critical due to 
their significant GBON (the WMO’s Global 
Basic Observing Network) data gaps. 
The 39 FCS, which will be home to 2.2 
billion people by 2030, currently has only 
7 GBON-compliant surface land stations. 
Resource mobilization efforts in the coming 
years will prioritize filling these gaps. Over-
all, an independent external review11 found 
that SOFF is fostering systemic change 
to ensure the long-term sustainability of 
GBON investments, including through 
the structured and ongoing relationship 

“Climate action is hampered by a lack of 
basic observations and capacity to deliver 
useful climate services. SOFF is ingeniously 
supporting countries to address these 
challenges.” 

Prof. Celeste Saulo
Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and 
SOFF Steering Committee co-chair

Systematic Observations Financial Facility (SOFF)

between countries, peer advisors, and 
participating organizations.

MPTFO supports SOFF by providing ef-
ficient, transparent pooled funding AA 
services, ensuring effective resource 
management. This allows SOFF to focus 
on enhancing global weather and climate 
data systems, demonstrating the value of 
high-quality pooled funding in achieving 
long-term goals.

Looking Forward to 2025

In 2025, initial investments in various 
countries are expected to begin yielding 
tangible results on the ground. At least 20 
surface stations will become operational 
in 11 countries, and human capacity will 
be increased, including upskilling through 
relevant technical training. SOFF aims to 
expand its support to countries by provid-
ing additional investment funding, impera-
tive to meet the demands of SOFF-eligible 
countries. As such, the priority will be on 
strengthening partnerships, deepening 
collaborations with existing partners, and 
seeking new alliances to amplify the im-
pact of systematic observations on global 
climate resilience.

SOFF - Uganda Meteorological Authority 
and SOFF Peer Advisor Royal Netherlands 
Meteorological Institute are assessing 
weather stations. SOFF investments are 
supporting Uganda to close its basic 
weather and climate data gap, and further 
build resilience through the Water at the 
Heart of Climate Action initiative.
©Royal Netherlands Meteorological  
Institute (KNMI)

Uganda

⁸ https://www.un-soff.org/soff-action-report-2024
⁹ See https://www.un-soff.org/dashboard
10 https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-
reports/documentdetail/192461614151036836/the-value-of-surface-based-meteorological-observation-data 
11 https://www.un-soff.org/document/draft-decision-7-2-soff-independent-external-review-and-management-response

https://www.un-soff.org/soff-action-report-2024
https://www.un-soff.org/dashboard
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/192461614151036836/the-value-of-surface-based-meteorological-observation-data
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/192461614151036836/the-value-of-surface-based-meteorological-observation-data
https://www.un-soff.org/document/draft-decision-7-2-soff-independent-external-review-and-management-response


Kunming Biodiversity Fund 

The challenge: Kunming Biodiversity 
Fund stakeholders play a crucial role in 
effectively implementing the Kunming-
Montréal Global Biodiversity Framework 
(KGBF) across regional, national, subna-
tional, and local levels, drawing on the 
participation of all sectors of society. This 
initiative enhances existing biodiversity 
funds by providing additional value and 
support to comprehensive actions aimed 
at reversing biodiversity loss and fulfilling 
the objectives outlined in the 2050 vision, 
which includes four long-term goals to be 
achieved by 2050 and 23 KGBF action 
targets by 2030.

The approach: By moving away from isolat-
ed sector strategies in policy making, Fund 
initiatives will tackle existing weaknesses 
in capacity for delivering and monitoring 
progress, address inadequate financial re-
sources (including from the private sector), 
and ensure that financial flows align with 
Fund goals and targets. Additionally, they 
will seek to enhance incentives for behav-
ioral change, emphasizing the crucial role 
of biodiversity in sustainable development. 
Ultimately, the goal is to expand social 
engagement to encompass Indigenous 
peoples, local communities, women, youth, 
and business owners.

Partners: UN organizations (UNDP, UNEP, 
Secretariat of the Convention for Biologi-
cal Diversity, UNESCO, FAO), the People's 
Republic of China. 

The UN MPTF on Catalytic Finance in 
Sanitation Hygiene and Wastewater 

The challenge: The Multi-Partner Trust 
Fund for Catalytic Finance in Sanitation, 
Hygiene, and Wastewater is the first trust 
fund focused on SDG target 6.212,  address-
ing underfunded sectors like sanitation, 
hygiene, menstrual health, and wastewater. 
Using market-based approaches, partners 
unite public and private sectors to create 
an environment where investments are 
incentivized and deliver greater impact for 
people, economies, and the planet.

The approach: The Fund seeks to establish 
a supportive environment for investments 
in sanitation, wastewater management, 
hygiene, and menstrual health and hygiene 
(MHH) to flourish. By collaborating with 
both public and private sectors, MPTF 
stakeholders promote sustainable and 
interconnected services that aid communi-
ties in need, generate economic opportu-
nities, encourage inclusivity, and develop 
self-sustaining sanitation economies and 
menstrual health markets. The emphasis 
on enhancing financing and market-based 
approaches for SDG 6.2 creates an oppor-
tunity to promote catalytic finance aimed at 
expanding the sanitation economy, which 
encompasses wastewater treatment, re-
source recovery, and the menstrual health 
sector. 

The initiative incorporates gender and 
climate-sensitive considerations in deci-
sion-making processes: fostering women’s 
leadership and employment opportunities, 
ensuring fair access, and endorsing efforts 
to reduce pollution, protect biodiversity, 
and address climate change. Solutions 
within the circular economy—like upcycled 
sanitation products and biodegradable ma-
terials—are emphasized to lessen resource 
depletion and environmental harm.

Partners: UN organizations (UNOPS, 
UNCDF, UNEP, UNFPA)

Spotlight Initiative 2.0 Fund 

The challenge: Midway through the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
violence against women and girls remains 
widespread. Globally, around 1 in 3 people 
have experienced violence in their lifetime. 
This figure is likely much higher, as vio-
lence frequently goes unreported. Even so, 
violence against women and girls is one of 
the most prevalent and pervasive human 
rights violations globally. Increasingly com-
plex and compounding crises from con-
flicts, climate disasters, and pandemics, as 
well as backlash to women’s human rights, 
have exacerbated existing inequalities 
and contributed to an increase in violence 
against women and girls. Given the global 
context, increased investment in and atten-
tion to ending violence against women and 
girls is needed now more than ever.

The approach: Launched in 2024, the 
"Spotlight Initiative 2.0 Fund” will build on 
the success of its first phase to amplify its 
impact. The Initiative aims to raise $1 billion 
through well-coordinated, transformative 
action, and to expand its reach to over 60 
countries globally. The Spotlight Initiative 
represents a ground breaking global com-
mitment to investing in gender equality as 
both a fundamental requirement and a cat-
alyst for achieving the SDGs. By transition-
ing from fragmented, isolated strategies 
to a comprehensive, high-impact model, 
the Initiative addresses the root causes of 
violence against women and girls. It unites 
governments, civil society, communities, 
leading experts, practitioners, and donors 
to drive change collectively. The Initia-
tive works to prevent and respond to all 
forms of violence against women and girls, 
emphasizing domestic and family violence, 
sexual and gender-based violence, harmful 
practices, femicide, human trafficking, as 
well as sexual and economic exploitation. 
Its model centers women and girls in the 
development of solutions while also facili-
tating the implementation of UN Reforms. 

Partners: UN organizations (EOSG, UND-
CO, UNOPS), the Governments of Belgium, 
Ireland, the Netherlands, and the United 
States of America. 

Table 8: List of Multi-Partner Trust Funds established in 2024

4.2.Funds established in 2024
Throughout 2024, the MPTFO supported participating organizations in designing and developing new pooled funds. This section 
features a selection of the latest pooled funds and their contributions to jointly managing or addressing various issues. 

United Nations Special Programme for 
Central Asia (SPECA)  

The challenge: The UN Special Programme 
for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA) 
serves as a tool for enhancing coopera-
tion and integration among its members 
through programmatic interventions fo-
cused on improving regional connectivity. 
Stakeholders employ proactive strategies 
to address common economic develop-
ment and regional integration challenges 
while also considering global issues such 
as climate change, pollution, biodiversity 
loss, digitalization, and shifting global sup-
ply chains, along with region-specific fac-
tors and trends. Financial stakeholders are 
dedicated to customizing initiatives to suit 
varying situations, allowing for adaptability 
to the changing development environment, 
the complex challenges of sustainable 
development, and the priorities of SPECA 
member countries.

The approach: SPECA benefits from 
unique advantages as it was created by its 
member countries, which also govern it. 
It addresses critical regional cooperation 
issues by utilizing international legal instru-
ments, norms, standards, and recommen-
dations. This initiative combines technical 
assistance and capacity-building efforts 
from UNECE and UNESCAP experts with 
high-level, cross-sector policy discussions 
and ongoing dialogues involving policy-
makers, businesses, and researchers. 
Since all major partner nations in Central 
Asia are members of either UNECE or 
UNESCAP, SPECA acts as a neutral plat-
form for tackling complex strategic issues 
related to intra- and inter-regional coop-
eration. It comprises six working groups 
that focus on transport, water and energy, 
trade, statistics, ICT for development, gen-
der and the economy.

Partners: UN organizations (ECE), the Gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan.
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 12 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the 
needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations.
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Data from the MPTFO-administered funds 
indicates a significant rise in deposits 
across all thematic areas in 2024. Examin-
ing the portfolio's composition in 2024 
reveals that climate and environment 
deposits rose from 15% in 2022 to 23% 
in 2024, while funding for development 
increased from 21% to 36%, and peace and 
transition funds grew from 30% to 39% in 
the same period. 

In 2024, $123.5 million (14% of annual 
deposits went to 19 new funds receiv-

ing deposits for the first time. Of these 19 
funds, the Papua New Guinea UN Country 
Fund II and the NBSAP Accelerator Action 
Account MPTF had the highest amounts, at 
$40 million and $20.3 million, respectively.

Overall, several Funds achieved their 
highest annual capitalizations since the 
introduction of the SDGs in 2016. The Joint 
SGD Fund ($89.8 million), the Women’s 
Peace and Humanitarian Fund ($65.9 
million), UN-REDD ($40.1 million), the 
South Sudan RSRTF ($22.3 million), and 

the Global Disability Fund ($19.9 million) 
all received their highest levels of annual 
capitalizations since 2016. 

In 2024, several Funds also experienced 
notable growth in deposits, including the 
Special Trust Fund for Afghanistan ($36.9 
million), the Migration MPTF ($15.1 million), 
the SDG MPTF Kenya ($12.3 million), and 
the Leaving No-One Behind-Internal Dis-
placement Solutions Fund ($9.6 million).

Infrastructure Resilience Accelerator Fund 
(IRAF) - Members of the implenting part-
ner Build Change are surveying a building 
structure in Dominica. IRAF together with the 
Ministry of Housing & Urban Development 
are running a project to assess exposure and 
vulnerability of the existing infrastructure. 
© Build Change 

Dominica

ministered innovative and diverse UN inter-
agency pooled funds delivered through 
a wide-ranging network of partnerships 
across development, environmental, 
humanitarian, and peacebuilding sectors. 
These initiatives played a key role in maxi-
mizing resource efficiency and fostering 
greater integration across the UN system, 
accelerating progress toward the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs).

At their recent peak, in 2022, humanitar-
ian funds constituted 34% of the MPTFO 
portfolio. In 2024, they represented only 
2% of the MPTFO's annual deposits, with 
no commitments extending beyond 2024 
due to the transition to OCHA.  In 2024, the 
MPTFO portfolio continued to grow in de-
velopment, climate and environment, and 
peace and transition thematic areas due 
to increased demand for UN inter-agency 
pooled funds in these areas. 

Pooled funding partnerships 
and portfolio engagement

5

Graph 2: Transfers from MPTFO portfolio by thematic scope (US$, 2016-2024)
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Support for UN inter-agency pooled funds 
administered by the MPTFO remained 
strong in 2024, reaching nearly $910 mil-
lion. In 2024, there were 71 contributors, in-
cluding Member States, the private sector, 
philanthropic organizations, foundations, 
and charities. 

The MPTFO transferred $1.1 billion to 116 
programme countries, 41 UN organizations, 
and 83 non-UN entities. The MPTFO ad-
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Non-traditional donors, such as private 
sector partners, international financial 
institutions, civil society organizations, and 
foundations, have increasingly invested 
resources in UN pooled funds over the 
years, complementing financing from 
Member States.  Since the start of the 
SDGs in 2016, 56 non-traditional donors 

Table 10: List of non-traditional contributors to MPTFO-administered pooled funds 
in 2024 (in US$)

have contributed $135 million to various 
MPTFO-administered funds, contributing 
to the acceleration of the achievement of 
SDGs.  In 2024, 19 non-traditional donors 
contributed $22.6 million, a year-on-year 
increase of 28%, from $17.6 million in 2023, 
as shown in Table 10.  

In 2024, multilateral organizations, includ-
ing the European Union, international 
financial institutions, foundations, the 
private sector, Member States, and UN 
organizations, all invested resources in UN 
inter-agency pooled funds to advance the 
achievements of the SDGs.

In 2024, the top 20 contributors to the 
MPTFO-administered UN pooled funds 
included the Governments of Germany, 
Norway, the United Kingdom, Sweden, 

Table 9: Top 20 Contributors to MPTFO-administered funds in 202413

Australia, Spain, the Netherlands, the Euro-
pean Union, Denmark, and Canada in the 
list of the top 10 contributors. See Table 
9. The remainder of the top 20 included 
Switzerland, the United States of America, 
Ireland, New Zealand, France, Belgium, 
Finland, the Republic of Korea, Italy, and 
Luxembourg. 

The top 20 contributors to the MPTFO-
administered funds in 2024 made invest-
ments totaling $855.1 million. Eighteen of 

the top 20 contributors have consistently 
contributed over $10 million per year since 
2021. The number of contributors to UN 
inter-agency pooled funds administered by 
the MPTFO nearly doubled over five years, 
from 39 in 2019 to 71 in 2024. This increase 
in contributors showed renewed momen-
tum for the pooled funding mechanism as 
a powerful tool for mobilizing coordinated, 
flexible, and impact-driven financing. 

5.1. Contributors

13 Full versions of the tables found in chapter 5 can be found in the annexes 1-4.
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Graph 3: Trend of deposits from non-traditional donors to MPTFO-administered 
pooled funds (2018 –2024)

Trends from 2018 show a gradual increase 
in deposits from non-traditional donors from 
$7.5 million in 2018 to $20.4 million during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. These deposits 
declined in 2023, as noted above, but 
reached a new high in 2024, as shown on 
Graph 3 (below). 

Non-traditional donors are essential to 
expanding the reach and effectiveness of 
the pooled funding mechanism. Their sup-
port contributes not only additional financial 
resources but also injects innovation, agility, 
and diverse perspectives into development 
efforts. 

The MPTFO transferred funds to 124 partic-
ipating organizations in 2024, with UNDP, 
UNICEF, UN Women, IOM, and FAO being 
the top five PUNOs, based on volume (see 
Table 11).  In 2024, 41 PUNOs received 
funds from the MPTFO-administered funds. 
The remaining 83 participating organiza-
tions were NUNOs. 

5.2. Participating organizations

Table 11: Top 20 Participating organizations by transfers in 2024

Ukraine Community Recovery 
Fund (UCRF) - Following IOM's 
Community Consultancy Meet-
ings, women, youth, IDPs, veter-
ans, and other vulnerable groups  
are interviewing to submit their 
applications to UCRF projects. 

© UCRF

Ukraine
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Non-traditional donors are essential to 
expanding the reach and effectiveness of 
the pooled funding mechanism. Their sup-
port contributes not only additional financial 
resources but also injects innovation, agility, 
and diverse perspectives into development 
efforts. 

Trends from 2018 show a gradual increase 
in deposits from non-traditional donors from 
$7.5 million in 2018 to $20.4 million during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. These deposits 
declined in 2023, as noted above, but 
reached a new high in 2024, as shown on 
Graph 3 (below). 

Table 12: Top 20 Non-UN Organizations transfers in 2024 (US$)

The MPTFO transferred resources to five 
regions encompassing 116 programme 
countries in 2024, compared to 106 pro-
gramme countries in 2023. (See Annex 
3 for the full list of programme countries 
and amounts transferred.) Transfers to the 
top 20 programme countries accounted 
for $578.6 million or 52.6% of the trans-

5.3. Programme countries and regions

fers, and an additional $210.2 million was 
transferred to Global and interregional 
initiatives. 

Approximately $548.4 million (51%) of 
the transfers in 2024 went to the 44 
economies designated by the UN as Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), underscor-

ing the role of pooled funds in helping 
partners support sustainable development 
in hard-to-reach areas and fragile contexts. 
As shown in Table 13 (below), 13 of the top 
20 programme countries receiving UN 
inter-agency pooled funds in 2024 are 
states in the Fragile and Conflict-affected 
Situations14 (FCS) category.

Table 13: Top 20 programme countries based on transfers from MPTFO-administered funds in 2024 (US$)

 14 https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/brief/classification-of-fragile-and-conflict-affected-situations 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/brief/classification-of-fragile-and-conflict-affected-situations
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A comparative analysis by region (Graph 4) 
shows that the Africa region remained the 
largest recipient, with $484.6 million (45%), 
followed by Global and Interregional pro-
grammes at $210.2 million (20%) and Asia 
at $194 million (18%); the remaining three 
regions shared $180.1 million. Compared 
to 2023, transfers to all regions increased 
in 2024, except in Asia, where transfers 
decreased by 41%. 

The decrease in transfers to the Asia 
region was primarily attributed to a de-
cline in activity in CBPFs, particularly the 

Afghanistan Humanitarian Fund in 2024, 
and reduced programming from UN pooled 
funds in Yemen and Bangladesh. 

Transfers to the Oceania region nearly 
tripled, driven by a doubling of transfers to 
Papua New Guinea and new transfers to 
several Small Island Developing States15 
(SIDS) - including Kiribati, the Cook Islands, 
Micronesia, Niue, and the Marshall Islands, 
which had received no transfers in 2023. 
This growth was largely attributed to 
development and climate and environment 
funds.

The geographic distribution of pooled 
funds, as shown in Graph 4, highlights their 
role as a strategic mechanism for directing 
resources to diverse regions and contexts. 
UN inter-agency pooled funds enabled 
coordinated and impactful responses to 
global challenges such as climate change, 
humanitarian emergencies, development, 
and peacebuilding. By uniting contribu-
tions under shared priorities, pooled funds 
promoted equity, efficiency, and collective 
action across borders.

Graph 4a and 4b: Transfers by region, a comparison between 2023 and 2024 (US$)

Partnership between MPTFO and the Dag 
Hammarskjöld Foundation on Financing the 
UN Development System
In 2024, the MPTFO, alongside the Dag 
Hammarskjöld Foundation, published 
the 10th edition of the flagship Financing 
the UN Development System report – a 
comprehensive and in-depth overview of 
the revenues and expenditure of the UN 
system. The report brings together data, 
analysis and expert voices on the funding 
of the UN development system and its ef-
forts to support the 2030 Agenda. 

This report aims to empower policymakers, 
researchers, the public, and all stake-

holders with a deeper understanding of 
how the UN is financed, fostering more 
effective alignment toward shared global 
objectives. Through this collaboration, the 
MPTFO and the Dag Hammarskjöld Foun-
dation contribute to advancing knowledge 
exchange and enriching policy discussions 
on development financing.

The report contains two parts: Part One 
examines UN resource and expense flows 
based on the most up-to-date official data 
sources. It provides evidence and insights 

IN - DEPTH

into the volume and characteristics of the 
funding to the UN, including resources 
channeled through UN inter-agency 
pooled funds. The section examines the 
sources of UN system funding and the 
main financing instruments: assessed 
contributions, voluntary core contributions, 
earmarked contributions, and revenue from 
other activities. In 2022, the UN raised 
$74.3 billion, 67% from earmarked funds, a 
significant barrier to flexibility and respon-
siveness.

Figure 4: Cover page of the 10th 
Edition of the Financing the UN 
Development System report

Part Two, the marketplace of ideas, hosts 
thought pieces by leaders and experts in 
development, peace, humanitarian, and 
climate transition issues.  

The 2024 Financing the UN Development 
System report underscores that realizing 
the ambitions of the 2030 Agenda requires 
bold, coordinated action, sustained 

political will, and a shared responsibility 
to invest in a more resilient, inclusive, and 
effective multilateral system. 

While the UN development system has 
made commendable progress in aligning 
resources with the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and enhancing financial trans-
parency, challenges include an overreli-
ance on earmarked funding and persistent 

liquidity constraints. In an increasingly 
complex global environment marked by 
overlapping crises, the report calls for re-
newed multilateral commitment to predict-
able, flexible, and high-quality financing. 

Production of the 11th edition of the Financ-
ing the UN development system report, 
which will be released in the second half of 
2025, is underway.

15 https://www.un.org/ohrlls/content/about-small-island-developing-states 

https://financingun.report/
https://financingun.report/
https://www.un.org/ohrlls/content/about-small-island-developing-states
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UN Sri Lanka SDG MPTF - Schoolchildren 
from Puttalam in Sri Lanka received furni-
ture to support their learning.
© IOM

In accordance with AA protocol and the 
legal framework governing pooled funds, 
the MPTFO, a self-funded entity, charged 
each pooled fund a 1% administrative fee 
on contributions to cover its operational 
costs. The MPTFO’s operational costs 
include investments in maintaining an agile 
workforce, consultancies, and long-term 
solutions that ensure that quality service 
requirements are met.  

6.2. Operational resources

MPTFO operational  
performance and financial 
resource management

6

The MPTFO offers flexible fund design and 
AA services that foster collaboration among 
multiple stakeholders while upholding the 
highest fiduciary and financial standards 
of all UN organizations. The MPTFO's work 
is guided by three key areas: creating and 
maintaining a quality-assured strategic 
portfolio of pooled financing instruments; in-
creasing efficiency by consistently pursuing 
efficiency gains, transparency, and achieving 
key performance indicators; and fostering a 
client-focused culture that brings creativity 
and agility to requests for both current and 
expanded AA services to diversify client 
service offerings. 

• Enhancing Quality 

The MPTFO strives to enhance the quality 
and management features of UN inter-
agency pooled funds. This begins with a 
focused analysis of fund design for newly 
established pooled funds, emphasizing 
collaboration among multiple stakeholders 
and leveraging robust financial instru-
ments. In 2024, the MPTFO fully met the 
demand for well-designed, professionally 
managed pooled fund design and AA 
services. The Office facilitated significant, 
innovative, and diverse multi-stakeholder 
partnerships for achieving the SDGs by 
effectively managing an extensive portfolio 
of UN inter-agency funds and overseeing 
the transfer of $1.1 billion to support pro-
grams in 116 programme countries. 

• Efficiency

The MPTFO built on prior investments to 
enhance its business practices, processes, 

and standard legal agreements, while also 
improving information services to meet 
the increasing demand for more effec-
tive pooled funding. In 2024, the MPTFO 
pushed forward its ambitious digitiza-
tion initiative for fund management and 
administration by integrating the FTR into 
its digital platform. The FTR will streamline 
fund administration and management by 
automating the approval process and the 
digital submission from the Fund secretar-
iat to the MPTFO, thereby reducing delays 
associated with paper-based systems. It 
will also enhance transparency by estab-
lishing an audit trail and a standardized 
digital footprint for the process.

• Client focus

The MPTFO facilitates collaboration among 
various partners, leveraging an extensive 
network of governments and contributors 
and implementing organizations to nurture 
effective financing platforms. Throughout 
2024, the strategic focus of the MPTFO's 
administered portfolio of UN inter-agency 
pooled funds continued to shift toward a 
stronger emphasis on climate and envi-
ronment, development, and peace and 
transition funds, including flagship initia-
tives such as the Peacebuilding Fund and 
the Joint SDG Fund. At the country level, 
the MPTFO contributed to enhanced joint 
action by UN Country Teams, aiding in the 
establishment of 22 new country-pooled 
funds. 

In 2024, the MPTFO continued its leader-
ship role by co-chairing the sub-group 
of the Fiduciary Management Oversight 
Group (FMOG) on inter-agency pooled 
funds, essential for informing QCPR re-
ports and other Member State-mandated 
processes and facilitating legal standards 

for the UNSDG. The Office spearheaded 
the third annual FMOG survey on Common 
Management Features, a mandated report 
on the Funding Compact to ECOSOC, to 
assess the progress of UN inter-agency 
pooled funds in their alignment with the 
Funding Compact's common management 
features. Following the adoption of the 
Funding Compact 2.0 in 2024, the MPTFO 
provided technical inputs and updates 
to UNDCO regarding reporting progress 
against indicators related to UN inter-agen-
cy pooled funds.  It also took the technical 
lead in piloting an inter-agency training 
session on pooled funds, which was highly 
lauded and will be rolled out more broadly 
in 2025.

In 2024, the MPTFO facilitated stake-
holder consultations with the Financial 
and Administrative Framework Agreement 
(FAFA) group to revise the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) Addendum and 
standard operating procedures regarding 
European Union contributions to MPTFs 
and JPs. Subsequently endorsed by 
FMOG, these procedures strengthened the 
European Union's engagement with UN 
inter-agency pooled funds.  

The ongoing partnership with the Dag Ham-
marskjöld Foundation has resulted in the 
production, launch, and distribution of the 
10th edition of Financing the UN Develop-
ment System: Resourcing the Future, ex-
panding its reach, readership, and influence. 
The MPTFO actively engaged with partners 
and provided tailored platforms for delib-
erations on pooled funding, including the 
Office’s ‘Stakeholder Forum’ in May 2024. 

6.1. MPTFO strategic 
objectives

Sri Lanka
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In 2024, the Office invested in processes 
that improved efficiencies, optimized 
resources, and drove economies of scale. A 
set of key performance indicators monitors 
and tracks performance in delivering core 
fund AA services. 

6.3. Operational performance

KPI 1
Timely application of donor deposits and transfers to Participating UN 
Organizations (PUNOs)
In 2024, the MPTFO received 910 million in deposits from 71 contributors. The 
Office met the indicator for timely fund transfers, with $1.1 billion transferred to 41 
PUNOs and 83 NUNOs. In 2024, 93% of the funds were transferred within a five-
day window, compared to 90% in 2023.

KPI 2

Timely submission of 2023 Annual Consolidated Progress Report

Narrative and annual financial reports are released to steering committees, donors, 
and stakeholders by May 31 of the following year. Fund secretariats are accountable 
for writing and finalizing narrative reports, and the MPTFO provides input by offering 
consolidated financial information to participating organizations.  

Standardization and automation of annual financial narrative reports through GWIP 
enabled the MPTFO to provide financial information in a timely manner. By May 2024, 
98% of the annual and final consolidated narrative reports had been finalized and 
published, a percentage consistent with the office’s performance in 2023. 

KPI 4

Targets for project closure   

As per the standard MoU for UN 
inter-agency pooled funds, all par-
ticipating organizations that receive 
resources through a given fund must 
close their projects and submit a fi-
nal refund and financial report within 
18 months following operational 
completion. This enables the MPTFO 
to close corresponding projects and 
funds financially. In collaboration 
with participating organizations, the 
MPTFO accelerated the closure of 
completed projects and funds, in-
cluding those recommended by the 
UN Board of Auditors. In 2024, the 
Office financially closed 476 projects 
in collaboration with participating 
organizations. 

Table 14 shows the UN's perfor-
mance for projects with an end date 
of 2022 or earlier. It displays the 
number of UN agency projects for 
which certified final project state-
ments have been received within 
the two years, which is in line with 
the standard MoU. Data for the 
MPTFO portfolio for projects ending 
in 2022 reveals that 3,272, or 30%, 
of certified project closure reports 
due by the end of 2024 were still 
outstanding.

KPI 3
Timely production of 2023 Certified Sources and Uses of  
Funds Statements
Legal agreements for MPTFO-administered funds require that all contributors and 
participants submit a certified annual financial statement for each MPTF and JP by 
May 31 of the following year. In 2024, for the tenth consecutive year, all certified 
financial statements were published on the individual GWIP web pages by the end 
of May; 100% of the statements were submitted by May 31. 

PAGE - PAGE led a regional work-
shop on regional cooperation and 
green finance bringing together 
senior government experts from 
Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Kyrgyzstan, 
and Uzbekistan.

© UNDP / PAGE

Central Asia
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Table 14: Agency financial closure performance for projects with an end date of 2022 and prior

MPTFO Gateway Integrated Platform (GWIP): 
Flexible and inclusive pooled financing

In 2022, the MPTFO released its new 
online GWIP, an integrated digital system 
designed to enhance partnership engage-
ment and information access for MPTFO-
administered pooled funds. It provides a 
transparent one-stop entry point with data, 
results achieved, and information on UN 
inter-agency pooled funds in real time, in-
cluding financial data by region, thematic, 
and geographic scope.

In 2024, the MPTFO improved the GWIP to 
streamline pooled funding processes and 
create efficiency gains. The Office adopted 
a partner-centered approach in upgrading 
the GWIP site, involving consultations to 
produce a revamped digital platform and 
improved functions and filters to enhance 
data retrieval and data analysis. 

New features  

In 2024, the MPTFO introduced new fea-
tures that enhanced the GWIP's functional-
ity. The features ensured simplified access 

to information on UN inter-agency pooled 
funds while also enhancing transparency, 
results, and informed analysis. The new 
features include:    

• Finalization of the digital project form. 

• Rollout of the digital FTR and creation 
of the learning center, specifically 
created to support the rollout of the 
digital FTR. 

• Other digital forms for fund adminis-
tration, i.e., Approval Committee (PAC) 
Form, and Fund Structure Form. 

• Full alignment of the Fund status table 
on the website with the Source and 
Use of Funds (SUoFs) template from 
the annual report template.

• New Dashboards for monitoring key 
performance indicators to enhance 
performance measurement and en-
sure efficiency.

IN - FOCUS

Looking forward  

The MPTFO is committed to driving in-
novation throughout the fund management 
cycle. This includes implementing end-to-
end digital fund management and admin-
istration tools that enhance efficiency and 
accountability in administrative services. 
Additionally, the MPTFO aims to enhance 
the website's usability by adding more 
functions that improve data analysis and 
search capabilities, increasing information 
and data accessibility for all partners. 
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Portfolio and partner 
data annexes

The work of the MPTF Office is possible 
thanks to the support and engagement of 
contributors, participating organizations, 
and programme countries that establish 
and capitalize UN inter-agency pooled 

funding mechanisms. This section includes 
partner information, data on deposits, 
and a list of all pooled funds that received 
deposits in 2024.

Annex 1: Deposits to MPTFO-administered funds (US$, 2016-2024)

7
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Annex 2: Contributors to MPTFO-administered pooled funds (US$, 2016-2024)
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Annex 3: Transfers to programme countries from MPTFO-administered 
pooled funds (US$, 2018-2024)
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Annex 4: Transfers to participating organizations in MPTFO-administered 
pooled funds (US$, 2018-2024)
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