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Importing used vehicles from developed markets allows many African countries to access 
vehicles that meet advanced safety and environment standards in an affordable way, because 
the EU, Japan and the US introduced strict vehicles standards several years ago. For example, 
used vehicles of less than 15 years old typically have some or all the following safety features 
installed: pedestrian protection, anti-lock braking systems, electronic stability control, airbags, 
safety belts and anchorages on all seats, crumple zones, and others. They would also have 
advanced, cleaner and more efficient engines with advanced emission control systems. 

However due to the lack of national standards and regulations and the lack of an Africa–wide 
harmonized approach, the import of used vehicles in Africa does not always contribute to 
improved road safety and a cleaner environment. A large share of the used vehicles imported 
cause major road safety issues and result in increased emissions. So, Africa is missing out on 
the potential benefits of importing quality used vehicles. 

Africa is the region which has the least road safety standards in place of all regions – see 
illustration below. 
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Number of key safety vehicle standards (WHO Global status report on road safety 2018) 
 

Most African countries have no or weak regulations and standards for used vehicles. The map 
below shows that only a handful countries in Africa have standards and regulations that are 
considered to be strong. Some countries have banned used vehicles, and while they don’t have 
the problems that old used vehicles present, they also can not benefit from the potential benefits 
– access to affordable advanced safety and environment technologies. 

 

The import of sub-standard used vehicles does not only impact vehicles occupants, due to the 
lack of air bags, anti-lock braking systems, or crumble zones, but also reduces the safety of other 
road users, because of lack of pedestrian protection, rear view monitoring systems etc (and of 
course increased air pollution).  

Inspection schemes will be developed to prevent that uncompliant used vehicles leave exporting 
countries, either to be repaired or recycled. 
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The programme will raise funds to implement the activities of the programme, in specific activities 
within the African countries. This can include setting up a small levy for used cars being exported 
to Africa as earmarked contribution (for example one USD per exported car). 

Activities 
• Establish working groups for importing and exporting countries 
• Organize consultation meetings between exporters and importers 
• Develop proposed minimum requirements 
• Organize a meeting to review proposed minimum requirements 
• Coordinate consultations and review of the requirements 
• Present final proposal of the requirements for adoption by the partners 

 
Outcome 
Exporting and importing countries develop and agree on the minimum requirements for used 
vehicles for Africa. 
 
Work package 2 – Implementation of the Action Plan 
Importing African governments will develop and adopt national and sub-regional standards and 
policies. These will ensure the implementation of the agreed minimum requirements for used 
vehicles. Similarly, exporting governments will put in place systems to ensure that vehicles 
exported to Africa comply with the agreed requirements. This will involve private sector actors 
that export & import used vehicles to Africa. This includes developing a label/certificate for used 
vehicles exported to Africa showing they meet the agreed requirements. 
 
Activities 

• Establish an African used vehicles working group 
• Organize meetings with African countries and regional groups 
• Provide technical support to develop sub-regional and national policies and standards 
• Present final national and sub-regional standards to stakeholders for endorsement 
• Establish a working group for used vehicles exporters to Africa 
• Organize meetings with exporting countries 
• Provide technical support to develop standards and regulations for export of used vehicles 

to Africa 
• Present the regulations to African stakeholders for review and inputs 

 
Outcome 
Supported African countries and sub-regional organisations with the implementation of agreed 
used vehicles standards and policies. And supported exporting countries to put in place systems 
that will ensure that only used vehicles meeting the required standards will be exported.  
 
Work package 3 – Activities to support Implementation and Enforcement 
 
The programme will develop an inspection and monitoring component that will track compliance 
to the agreed requirements 
 
Activities  

• Facilitate sharing of information on used vehicles between Africa and exporting countries 
• Provide technical support on inspection and enforcement 
• Support the development of inspection and monitoring frameworks and systems 
• Support the implementation of compliance systems, including training 
• Support the conducting of random inspections at export and importing points 
• Establish a working group to develop a used vehicles label 
• Facilitate a peer review process for the label 
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Safer vehicles will decrease the number and severity of road traffic accidents, for both vehicle 
occupants and other road users. Ensuring a minimum set of operational safety features leads to 
a 30% reduction in mortality and morbidity, according to a study looking at the impact of UN 
regulations on road safety3. 
Periodic technical inspection also decreases the number of vehicles involved in fatal accidents 
due to technical defects by 50% 4 
Ensuring vehicles are equipped with working standard equipment to reduce emissions, e.g. 
exhaust filters, will result in emissions reductions of up to 90% (compared to vehicles not 
equipped with filters or equipped with non-working filters). 
 
Africa today has the worse rate of death and of injuries per inhabitant, according to WHO Global 
report on Road Safety that is increasing over the last years.  Africa has also among the highest 
pollutant emissions per vehicle. 
Assuming the reduction in injury and fatality rates between 2021 and 2030, cumulated with the 
growth of population expected in Africa in the next decade, road deaths and injuries are expected 
to be drastically curbed once the programme fully implemented over the continent in 2030. 
 

 
Total annual deaths resulting from ambient particulate matter pollution across the African 
continent was estimated at 250,000 in 2013. This figure coincides with the estimated economic 
cost of premature deaths from ambient particulate matter pollution in Africa being approximately 
USD 215 billion in the same period (OECD 2016). With transport contributing a significant amount 
of ambient air pollution especially in urban areas, interventions in cleaning up the vehicle fleet 
through better vehicle emission standards produce significant health benefits. Reducing 
emissions of short-lived climate pollutants like black carbon (a constituent of particulate matter) 
also has a direct and immediate impact on climate change and can therefore be a valuable 
complement to reducing CO2 emissions as a tool to limit climate change. 
 
POTENTIAL LONG-TERM IMPACT: 
Targeted number of lives saved: 1.7 million by 2030 
Targeted number of injuries avoided: 17 million by 2030 
Other targeted road safety impact(s) (please describe):  _________ 

                                                           
3 TRL, 2019, New Report Finds 195,000 Deaths and Serious Injuries Could Be Prevented in Argentina, Chile, 
Mexico and Brazil if Vehicle Safety Regulations Were Applied 
https://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/new-report-finds-195000-deaths-serious-injuries-prevented-argentina-
chile-mexico-brazil-vehicle-safety-regulations-applied/ 
Accessed 29 Nov 2019 
4 Center for Transportation Research at The University of Texas at Austin, 2018, Economic and Safety 
Considerations: Motor Vehicle Safety Inspections for Passenger Vehicles in Texas,  
https://citainsp.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/safteyInspectFullStudy-TX.pdf 
Accessed 29 Nov 2019 
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(2-5, see 
Annex II in 
Guidelines) 

(1-5 see 
Annex II in 
Guidelines) 

COVID 
pandemic 
delaying 
implementation 

4 3 12 The situation around 
COVID is still unclear. 
Especially it is unclear if 
and when COVID might 
peak in Africa.  
COVID only has a limited 
impact on the first set of 
project activities (reaching 
out to exporters and 
importing countries; 
creating awareness about 
the issues; developing 
communication materials; 
outreach to media). If 
COVID lock down 
measures, especially 
international travel and 
face-to-face meetings, will 
continue after the summer 
vacation period (ie 
September 2020), some 
project activities will likely 
be delayed. UNEP will 
stay in close contact with 
the UNRSF secretariat as 
COVID further develops. 

18 

No interest with 
importers and 
exporters in 
addressing the 
issue 

2 3 6 Importers and exporters 
have expressed a keen 
interest to work on the 
issue 
African countries have 
adopted several (sub) 
regional recommendations 
to address the issue 
African countries have 
requested partners for 
support on the issue 
Awareness raising in the 
initial phases of the project 
is expected to convince 
any remaining doubters 

6 

Exporters and 
importing 
countries will 
not manage to 
agree on 
minimal 
requirements 

3 4 12 Project partners will 
develop proposals for 
possible minimum 
regulation 
Project partners will 
propose to develop a step 
by step approach, so all 
countries can be part of 
the solution and is 
adequate to their initial 
situation 

18 

Agreed minimal 
requirements 
will not be 

3 4 12 Actions for implementation 
will be taken both at the 
exporting and importing 

24 
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Unsatisfactory, Unsatisfactory and Highly Unsatisfactory.) The draft end of project evaluation 
report will be shared with all partners leading the different work packages for comments. These 
comments will then be compiled and included as part of the final evaluation report before sharing 
with the UNRSF secretariat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
 
The undersigned certifies, following diligent inquiry, as follows: 

1. Project Personnel7 have not engaged in any activity which would violate Sections III 
(Special Provisions Regarding Financing of Terrorism) or VII (Fraud, Corruption and 
Unethical Behaviour) of the Fund MOU, nor do there exist any circumstances which 
could reasonably be perceived to present a potential or actual conflict of interest8 on 
the part of the Applicant or its Implementing Partner(s), or any contractors, vendors or 
suppliers.   

2. The Project (including related projects within a larger project or programme) shall not 
directly or indirectly (e.g., through Implementing Partners or third parties) engage or 
provide financial or personal benefit to, whether individually or by corporate ownership, 
participation or benefit, members of the Fund’s governing bodies. 

3. The Project (including related projects within a larger project or programme) is not 
currently engaged, nor shall it engage, in any relationship or arrangement, financial or 
otherwise, which may constitute a conflict of interest or a violation of Sections III or VII 
of the Fund MOU. 

4. In managing and implementing Project activities, Project Personnel shall not seek or 
receive instructions from any Government or from any other authority external to the 
Applicant except as otherwise provided in the Project Documents and Governing 
Agreements. 

5. It has disclosed all pertinent facts surrounding Project Personnel, and any relationship 
or arrangement, financial or otherwise, which may constitute a conflict of interest or a 
violation of the Fund MOU Sections III and VII [Attachment 1]. 

6. It has disclosed all complementary funding received, pledged or sought with respect 
to Project activities in item V. of the Project Proposal. 

 
 
[Signature Block of Executive Officer or designate] 
 

                                                           
7 “Project Personnel” shall mean any person or entity employed or engaged in any capacity with respect to the 
Project, including without limitation, employees, interns, volunteers, contractors, or vendors, whether engaged 
directly or through third parties including Implementing Partners. 
8 “Conflict of interest” shall refer to circumstances where, by act or omission, a party’s private interests or those of 
his or her family members, such as outside professional relationships or personal financial assets, interfere or 
appear to interfere with the proper performance of his or her professional functions or obligations to the 
contracting organization. 
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Mr. Rob de Jong 
Head, Air Quality and Mobility Unit 
UN Environment Programme 
rob.jong@un.org 
Ph +254-20-7624184 
 

15 April 2020 
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ANNEX 1 – SUPPORT LETTERS 
Find attached support letters from: 

• ECOWAS - Economic Community of West African States 
ECOWAS.pdf

 

• ECCAS - Economic Community of Central African States
ECCAS draft.doc

 

• The Government of Uganda
Uganda.pdf

 

• The Government of Ivory Coast
Cote D'Ivoire 

Draft.odt  

• The Government of DR Congo
Democratic 

Republic of Congo.j 

• The Government of Cameroon
Cameroon.pdf

 

• The Government of Tunisia 
Tunisia.pdf

 

• The Federation Internationale d’Automobile (FIA) 
letter FIA.pdf

 

• The International Motor Vehicles Inspection Committee (CITA)
letter CITA.pdf

 

• The International Transport Forum (ITF) 
letter ITF.pdf

 
 
 

• A letter from SADC – South Africa Development Community – is expected. 
• A letter from EAC - East Africa Community – is expected 
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ANNEX 2 - LIST OF ACTIONS FROM THE GFPA TACKLED BY THE PROJECT 
 

The project will, from its inception, implement the following actions from the Global Framework 
Plan of Action: 

- Legislation Area: actions 1), 2), 3), 4), 6) and 7) are helping to put in place the 
necessary legal framework allowing for quality used vehicles to be exported and 
imported 

- Enforcement Area: actions 1), 3), 4), 6) and 7) are needed to develop the expertise 
and appropriate tools to ensure quality used vehicles perform as expected and to 
provide all the necessary information to ease the duties of enforcement officers. 

- Education Area: actions 1), 2), 3) and 4) are increasing the acceptability of the project 
and the adoption by civil society, politicians and individuals and to train administrative, 
customs officers and technical inspectors to the latest techniques and procedures for 
a proper implementation of the project 

- Technology Area: action 2) might be adapted to the most advanced African countries 
willing to further improve the safety of vehicle occupants and of other road users 

- International Regulatory Support: Amendment to the 1997 Agreement along with 
Amendments of and/or new Rules to the 1997 Agreement are likely to be most effective 
way to develop the global component of the project for a wide deployment of the project 
policy package allowing for quality used vehicles. 

 

The project is expected to have ripple effects on the following actions: 

- Legislation Area: actions 5) and 9) are anticipated to benefit from the project 
implementation and to accelerate the introduction of effective inspection scheme for 
all vehicles registered and of adequate policy mechanisms respectively. 

- Enforcement Area: actions 2), 5) and 8) are expected to be deployed faster thanks to 
the project contribution with trained experts already available in the country for 
roadworthiness and inspection tests and with an enforcement legal framework readily 
available to be adopted for a wider range of vehicle beyond used vehicles imported. 

- Education Area: action 5) on ensuring adequate budget for education and training 
would be easier to implement thanks to the project experience where training and 
education costs could be provided to the partner countries for wider training of 
personnel if needed. 

- International Regulatory Support: amendments to UN Regulations or UN GTRs under 
the 1958 and 1998 Agreements might be needed in order to adapt future new vehicles 
to technical requirements needed as part of the project implementation 
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