/ N

(1N
y

PBF PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT

COUNTRY: The Gambia \\ll
TYPE OF REPORT: SEMI-ANNUAL, ANNUAL OR FINAL: \,\é/ \él,/
Seman gual Uni’recﬁ\l\ati n:
YEAR OF REPORT: 2020 Peclcebuiloln(j
Project Title: Increased Women and Youth Participation in decision-making processes and as agents of community conflict
prevention
Project Number from MPTF-O Gateway: PRF 00113368 i
If funding is disbursed into a Type and name of recipient organizations:
national or regional trust fund:
] Country Trust Fund please select United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) (Convening Agency)
] Regional Trust Fund please select United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
please select
Name of Recipient Fund: please select
please select

Date of first transfer: 12" December, 2018
Project end date: 315 December, 2020
Is the current project end date within 6 months? Yes

Check if the project falls under one or more PBF priority windows:

(] Gender promotion initiative

[] Youth promotion initiative

[_] Transition from UN or regional peacekeeping or special political missions
[_] Cross-border or regional project

Total PBF approved project budget (by recipient organization):

Recipient Organization Amount
UNFPA $ 930,000.00
UNICEF $ 370,000.00
$
$

Total: $ 1,300,000.00
Approximate implementation rate as percentage of total project budget: 68.10%
*ATTACH PROJECT EXCEL BUDGET SHOWING CURRENT APPROXIMATE EXPENDITURE*

Gender-responsive Budgeting:

Indicate dollar amount from the project document to be allocated to activities focussed on gender
equality or women’s empowerment: US$604,907.00

Amount expended to date on activities focussed on gender equality or women’s empowerment:
US$451,589.79

Project Gender Marker: GM2
Project Risk Marker: Low
Project PBF focus area: 2.3 Conflict Prevention/Management




Report preparation: Alél{ el
Project report prepared by: Lamin CAMARA i

Project report approved by: Kunle ADENIY] < o /%[M .
Did PBF Secretariat review the report: Yes 7




NOTES FOR COMPLETING THE REPORT:
- Avoid acronyms and UN jargon, use general /common language.
- Report on what has been achieved in the reporting period, not what the project aims to do.
- Be as concrete as possible. Avoid theoretical, vague or conceptual discourse.
- Ensure the analysis and project progress assessment is gender and age sensitive.

PART 1: OVERALL PROJECT PROGRESS

Briefly outline the status of the project in terms of implementation cycle, including whether
preliminary/preparatory activities have been completed (i.e. contracting of partners, staff
recruitment, etc.) (1500 character limit):

Despite a seemingly slow start, project preparatory activities have been completed. A PBF
Project Manager has been hired from May 2020 to support implementation and coordination of
all PBF Projects for UNFPA and similarly, the Gambia National Youth Council capacity has
been strengthened with the acquisition of a PBF Coordinator to support them in managing the
youth partners they work with. This has increased our technical oversight initiatives. The
baseline study is finally completed in May 2020 and the findings has helped in strengthening
the project indicators as well as inform strategic planning for the remaining part of the project.
Collaboration and partnership between the implementing agencies and the partners has also
been strengthened with review meetings, orientation and reflection sessions which identified
best practices and lessons learned from 2019 activity implementations. Capacity of
implementing partners was also assessed and training needs identified and conducted to support
effective and efficient programme implementation and management.

Progress registered included the strengthening of platforms and mechanisms that facilitate
dialogue sessions and improve coordination on peacebuilding, participation of women and
youth in decision making and strengthened engagement for social cohesion. Structures such as
the Children’s National Assembly of The Gambia (CNAG) was established while the National
Working Group on Women, Youth, Peace and Security and National Youth Parliament were
strengthened.

Overall, interactions with partners and participating communities indicate a high understanding
of the importance of participation of women and youth in decision making and the practise of
basic principles of peacebuilding to enhance social cohesion which is reflected in the baseline
study report.

Please indicate any significant project-related events anticipated in the next six months,
i.e. national dialogues, youth congresses, film screenings, ete. (1000 character limit):

Covid-19 has changed the context of programme implementation and we have been able to
slowly adapt to our new realities to inform programme implementation to achieve project
results. In view of this, programme implementation will continue with a series of virtual
interactions with partners and communities to implement outstanding project activities thus
observing and respecting social distancing principles especially for activities that cannot take
place virtually. The final child-friendly material is planned for the second half of 2020 to
coincide with the resumption of schools.



Data will be generated and programme implementation including information sharing guided
by continuous utilization of technology (U Report platform) and a new app being developed
named “Suma Tyme” from UNFPA core resources to engage adolescent and youth on various
issues including peacebuilding and to allow them to participate in national discourse. Mobile
technology and social media platforms will continue to be used to find out whether adolescent
and youth can demonstrate understanding of the different levels of decision-making process
within Government including decentralized structures.

Community reflection sessions will be jointly planned between UNICEF and UNFPA to find
out how project participants are utilizing knowledge and skills acquired from the project in
promoting inclusion and maintenance of peace in their communities. A plan for this will be
developed and shared with the PBF Secretariat

Based on Government guidance, the biennial National Youth Conference and Festival will be
conducted to discuss youth issues including their leadership and participatory role in decision-
making processes. The Women’s Bureau will follow up with the ten political parties that had
earlier committed to develop a roadmap for the inclusion of women and youth in political
decision making and leadership. Additional resources will be commiited to also commit the
remaining political parties that were registered after the completion of this intervention.

FOR PROJECTS WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF COMPLETION: summarize the main
structural, institutional or societal level change the project has contributed to. This is not
anecdotal evidence or a list of individual outputs, but a description of progress made toward the
main purpose of the project. (1500 character limit):

The project has supported the institutional and capacity strengthening of the National Youth
Parliament through establishing secretariats in four regions which has helped them in
coordination efforts and provided space for youth leadership and participation in decision
making processes at the regional level. The Gambia National Youth Council and some of its
member organisations have received capacity assessment and got training which has helped in
improving the operations of these organisation and has led to better reporting both financial and
narrative.

The establishment of the Children’s National Assembly has helped strengthen interface between
children representatives and policy makers including Cabinet Minister, National Assembly
Members and Local Government Authorities.

In a few sentences, explain whether the project has had a positive human impact. May
include anecdotal stories about the project’s positive effect on the people’s lives. Include
direct quotes where possible or weblinks to strategic communications pieces. (2000 character
limit):

The project has positive human impact as demonstrated by comments during reflection sessions
in several of the communities where it was implemented. In Jappineh, the mothers’ club
members demonstrated human impact as “f can understand that decision making is important,
and everyone should be involved but due to our culture and tradition, most of the time husbands
decide and we follow. Influencing such decisions is seen as disobeying culture and traditional
values and women don’t want to be seen acting in such manners as you can even lose your
marriage”.



As obvious from most of the consultations conducted to enhance women’s participation in
decision making, most women leaders at grassroots level are only utilized as mobilizers for
voters (local government and national election), cheerleaders and appointed as councillors for
ceremonial purposes. However, with capacity building from this project, women are resolved
to change this unfortunate status quo. A lady Councillor from Jimara in the Upper River Region
said “We have been clapping for male politicians for so long, we now have splits in our hands.
It should no longer continue, because we need better representation”

Another lady Councillor from the Central River Region explains how women especially female
leaders can

promote peace-building in their communities by saying “earlier this year, in my community, a
man came to seek help from me to restore peace in his home as his wives keep malice”

As evidenced by the impact of the trainings and interactions with community members in
various regions, a female teacher shared the following story: “One member of a group was
insulting the student in the other group and insisted that she will fight her. All these students
walk distance to get home, who knows if they had fought what would have happened. |
intervened by calling the two and spoke to them in private, then I kept one with me to stay behind
while I asked the other student to go home. I even threatened them that I would report the matter
to the school principal the next day if I heard they had got into any fight with each other. If it
were not the training, I would ignore such matters, thinking it does not concern me not knowing
such incidents can lead to serious problems where even families can be involved .

Another one said, “My daughter told me that one of her classmates stopped coming to school
because the parent wanted to give her hand in marriage. [ mobilized the club members and went
to the house of the girl and engaged both father and mother. It was tough but at the end we were
able to convince them to allow the girl to continue her education”.

The project has had some influence in the lives of the communities, institutions and
beneficiaries. For instance, during the inter-party engagement conducted in 2019, it was
highlighted that the inter-party committee in LRR and CRR have never had a meeting nor any
inter-party interaction to bring about social cohesion but since the interaction through this
project, they have started having some engagements to build peace among party members
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4Y zqRbIAZ0

Similar sentiments were also expressed by Nenneh Jallow woman at Jarra Soma
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmmziqBy( g

Again, the intercultural art fair has exposed participants to other ethnic cultures. Angelic Mendy,
a teacher explained that she learned that all her students should be treated equally no matter their
ethnic background. “My students have now lold me to perform the cultures in the school to
educate my colleague " https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmmzigBy0 g

PART II: RESULT PROGRESS BY PROJECT OUTCOME

Describe overall progress under each Outcome made during the reporting period (for June
reports: January-June; for November reports: January-November; for final reports: full
project duration). Do not list individual activities. If the project is starting to make/has made a



difference at the outcome level, provide specific evidence for the progress (quantitative and
qualitative) and explain how it impacts the broader political and peacebuilding context.

*  “Ontrack” refers to the timely completion of outputs as indicated in the workplan.

" “On track with peacebuilding results” refers to higher-level changes in the conflict or
peace factors that the project is meant to contribute to. These effects are more likely in
mature projects than in newer ones.

If your project has more than four outcomes, contact PBSO for template modification.

Outcome 1: Youth and Women participate in decision-making and early warning
processes at national, regional and community levels that provide peace, inclusiveness
and national ownership

Rate the current status of the outcome progress: on track

Progress summary: (3000 character limit)

Decentralized structures were revitalized and strengthened, (2 Technical Advisory Committees
comprising 35 members each, 2 Multi-disciplinary Facilitation Teams comprising 40 members
each in the two regions), District/Ward Development Committee (D/WDC) and Village
Development Committees (VDCs) in LRR and CRR. During a reflection session with
Department of Community Development, it was revealed that there is the need to conduct a
mapping to determine their existence, functionality, governance structure etc. The mapping
will inform the capacity needs in order to strengthen and improve governance modalities such
as representation and term limit. As part of these efforts, training materials were developed
including Interpersonal skills, Participatory Rural Appraisal and tools for developing a
community Action plan. In consolidating the importance of women and youth inclusion,
participation in decision making and collective action in maintaining peace and ownership at
community level, the project supported the continuous participation of youth (5
representatives) and women (6 representatives) in coordination meetings, field monitoring of
various community projects implemented by different Government and Civil Society
Organizations, regional strategic plan development and community mobilization particularly
during COVID-19 prevention and response. The capacities and mentorship for 50 aspiring
female candidates was built ahead of the 2021-2023 electoral cycle in increasing women
participation in decision making and also to serve as agents of community conflict prevention.
This mentorship and capacity building programme has empowered women to make
commitments to engage in political decision making and leadership instead of merely serving
as cheerleaders. The Children National Assembly of the Gambia trained and engaged children
and adolescents in participating in virtual learning sessions and providing basic information on
building resilience to prevent and reduce violence during COVID-19 as schools are closed. 100
women from mother clubs where the project is implemented engaged in promoting peace and
sensitizing women on their role in keeping their children safe during the COVID-19. The U-
Report platform mobilized and engaged more than 10,000 adolescents and youth in decision
making processes. The platform was used to find out the level of understanding of adolescents
and youth in preventing COVID-19 and their perception of the Ministry of Basic and
Secondary Education virtual learning lessons was also measured. Early warning tools were
developed, which will be used by community monitors for early warning reporting. The
capacity of a pool of trainers in early warning peacebuilding and dispute management processes
was built. 13 women and youth were trained in WCR, URR and GBA. A youth beneficiary
from the training of trainers in the month of May 2020 established ‘Peace Hub The Gambia’ a
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peace building and social cohesion network, which seeks to create a conducive environment
for youth and women in peacebuilding, social cohesion and reconciliation to support and
strengthen the gains of the Gambia’s transitional Justice processes.

Indicate any additional analysis on how Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
and/or Youth Inclusion and Responsiveness has been ensured under this Outcome:
(1000 character limit)

Gender equality, women empowerment and youth inclusion were ensured under this outcome
through activities focusing on women groups such as mothers club. These clubs are 100%
women and they engage women in communities, female students in schools. For youth
inclusion, selection is based on gender (60 percent female and 40 male) in all activities. The
Children National Assembly has 56 females and 49 males representation. These includes
children and youth with special needs.

Outcome 2: National and local level leaders including elected representatives promote
women and youth participation in decision making and peacebuilding for social
cohesion

Rate the current status of the outcome progress: on track

Progress summary: (3000 character limit)

Through effective continuous engagement of women and youth at community level the
following were achieved in advancing community initiatives geared towards improving
lives:1) 900 women and 100 youths were engaged to lead COVID-19 response efforts by
working with local governments in mobilizing and sensitizing communities on the preventive
measures while reminding parents and adults of their primary duties and responsibilities
towards children. 2) women and youth mobilized and initiated local initiatives geared towards
maintaining social cohesion and COVID-19 prevention and response activities.3) In LRR and
CRR where the project is implemented 90 women and 100 youth participated in community
mapping for social protection interventions and provided support towards distribution of the
relief to the needed families. Current and former female National Assembly members are
serving as mentors to young women aspiring to elected leadership positions. This further
strengthens and promote the participation of women and youth in decision-making and
peacebuilding efforts.

In the two regions (LRR and CRR) where project implementation has taken place, local leaders
have been engaged on the rights of women and young people to participate in decision making
processes. These included Chairpersons of Area Councils, National Assembly Members,
Councillors and Chiefs and Alkalolu including the WDC and VDC. Some of the leaders have
started consulting and involving youth and young women into community actions and decision
making.

Indicate any additional analysis on how Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
and/or Youth Inclusion and Responsiveness has been ensured under this Qutcome:
(1000 character limit)

During the implementation of these activities, gender equality was based on percentage
representation approach (60 percent female and 40 male). This is to give women the
opportunity to participate and get involved in activities, Giving women opportunity to
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participate by sharing their opinion/views is a form of empowering them. For youth, the same
approach is applied just to give female youth more opportunities to participate and get involved
in community actions.

QOuicome 3:

Rate the current status of the outcome progress: Please select

Progress summary: (3000 character limit)

Indicate any additional analysis on how Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

and/or Youth Inclusion and Responsiveness has been ensured under this Qutcome:
(1000 character limit)

Outcome 4:
Rate the current status of the outcome progress: Please select

Progress summary: (3000 character limit)

Indicate any additional analysis on how Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
and/or Youth Inclusion and Responsiveness has been ensured under this Qutcome:
(1000 character limit)

PART I11: CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES

Monitoring: Please list monitoring Do outcome indicators have basclines? yes
activities undertaken in the reporting
period {1000 character limit) Has the project launched perception surveys or other

community-based data collection? yes
A baseline survey has been conducted to
guide the revision of indicator baselines at
the outcome and possibly output levels as
well as ensure alignment of any future
project.

A pool of media practitioners were trained
to conduct community level perception
polling through focused group discussions
at local bantabas and street interviews in
three administrative regions within the
Greater Banjul Area (Banjul, Kanifing
Municipality and West Coast Region).
The survey captured the views of the




selected communities on democracy,
peacebuilding, social inclusion and
gender equity.

Overall sixty-five (65) representatives of
youth, women, migrant returnees,
persons with disability and local
authorities participated in the survey.

| Evaluation: Has an evaluation been
conducted during the reporting period?
no

Catalytic effects (financial): Indicate
name of funding agent and amount of
additional non-PBF funding support that
has been leveraged by the project.

Evaluation budget (regponse required): US$20,000.00

If project will end in next six months, describe the
evaluation preparations (1500-character limit):

Consultations have commenced with the PBF Secretariat to
initiate the processes for the conduct of an evaluation for the
project especially in the context of Covid-19. An initial
terms of reference is being drafted for review by the
Secretariat to ensure compliance with PBF guidance on end
of project evaluations.,

Name of funder:  Amount:

Other: Are there any other issues
concerning project implementation that
you want to share, including any capacity
needs of the recipient organizations?
(1500 character limit)
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Annexe 1: Links

Participants who have voted in the 1996 referendum explain that they voted but they did not
know what they were voting. Thus, this activity provides them information on referendum
and its purpose.

https://twitter.com/ActivistaGambia/status/1263524008626176000

https://twitter.com/ActivistaGambia/status/1262366797480804352

https://twitter.com/ActivistaGambia/status/1262344801325928456

https://gambia.unfpa.org/en/news/advancing-women-and-youth-participation-decision-
making-during-covid-19-and-beyond

https://gambia.unfpa.org/en/news/women-leadership-pathway-advancing-sustainable-
peace-and-human-rights

https://twitter.com/thinkvoungwomen/status/12699593722953400327s=21
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Background

This survey was conducted by media practitioners trained by Peace
Ambassadors The Gambia with the support of UNFPA through the UN Peace
building Project. It covered three (3) administrative regions within the
Greater Banjul Area (Banjul, Kanifing Municipality and West Coast Region)
and captured the views of the selected communities on democracy,
peacebuilding, social inclusion and gender equity.

Overall sixty five (65) representatives of youth, women, migrant returnees,
persons with disability and local authorities participated in the survey.

Summary report

The chart below shows the number of participants per community.

Region/Community

65 responses

@ Banjul (BJL)
@ Kanifing Municipality (KM)
@ Brikama (WCR)
Region/Community Number of Respondents Percentage
Banjul 23 35.4%
Brikama 22 33.8%

Kanifing 20 30.8%



In terms of age bracket, the chart below shows number of
respondents by age;

Age bracket

65 responses

w» 15-248
@ 24-35
@ Above 315

The chart below shows the gender representation;

Gender

65 1esponses

@ Male
@ Female

@ Prefer notto say




The survey resilts:

1) The perceptions on Democracy.
1.1 How democratic is Gambia?

“50Nses

@ a) Very democrali;
@ b) Partially democratic

al A ¢) Not demaocratic

The survey revealed that out of 65 respondents, 44 people representing
67.7% viewed the Gambia as partially democratic, 13 people representing
20% strongly believe that the Gambia is very democratic while the
remaining 8 people representing 12.3% said the Gambia is not democratic
at all.

Those who believed the Gambia is “Very democratic” cited below as their
reasons:

They observed that Citizens can now express their opinions freely and they
can criticise the Government openly without any fear of being arrested or
seeing as anti-Government/opposition. Some believe that for the fact that
the constitution of the Gambia guarantees every citizen the rights to
freedom of expression or assembly in its self is an absolute democracy.
Others cited the issuance of permits to certain groups of the society to
demonstrate peacefully, and the ongoing transitional justice processes such
as the Janneh Commission, the Constitutional Review Commission, the
Truth, Reparations and Reconciliation Commission and well as the Security
Sector and Civil Service Reforms as bright examples for the Gambia’s strong
practise of democracy as a country,



Those who believed that the Gambia is “'Partially democratic” cited below
as their reasons:

They are with the opinions that the word “democracy’ is not understood
by all Gambians, and as a result it’s been abused by some to the extent that
people now taking the law into their own hands. The continues arrest of
some citizens including journalists and not independent nature of certain
Government arms including the legislature and the judiciary, and continues
denial of rights to participation and rights to be heard of vulnerable groups
such as persons with disability, women, children and youth were noted as
their main conclusion.

Those who believed that the Gambia is "Not democratic’’ cited the
following reasons:

They feel that the executive particularly the President of the Republic is over
empowered by the laws of the country, and can at his/her own discretion
overruled certain decisions of the legislature when not in his/her favour or
interest. Specifically, the issue of Public Order Act as a tool to deny citizens’
rights to protest or assemble peacefully and frequent travels of public
officials to outside the country and lack of reporting mechanisms to inform
the citizens on reasons and outcome of their trips were also noted as
justification for the Gambia’s weakness in exercising democracy as a
country.

2) The perceptions on Peacebuilding.
2.1 Is Gambia peaceful?

LI NS

@& Yes
& No




The survey revealed that out of 65 respondents, 52 people representing
80% viewed the Gambia as peaceful and 13 people representing 20% said
the Gambia is not peaceful.

Those who believed that the Gambia is “'Peaceful” cited the following
reasons:

They are with the views that security presence can be felt every corners of
the country, there is ethic and religious tolerance amongst different groups
of the society, free movement of people, goods and services without much
hindrance, inter-marriage and political will to create the conducive
environment for all peoples in respective of their political affiliation, faith and
ethnicity to co-exist were noted by the respondents.

Those who believed that the Gambia is “Not Peaceful” cited the following
reasons:

They noted the increased in criminal activities such as stealing, burglary or
robbery, killings, rape and trafficking of persons on regular basis; limited job
opportunities and engagement of youth particularly those living in rural
areas in viable economic activities. Personal attacks and hate speech against
certain personalities and groups of society by politicians or political parties
and divided security forces were observed as a threat to peace and security
of the country. Specifically, the issue of “¥3 Years Jotna” and lack of
government’'s willingness to engage them in dialogue was noted as a peace
and security threat.



3) The perceptions on Political Parties Contribution to Peacebuilding.

2.2 Are political parties contributing to peacebuilding in The Gambia?

& Yes
® No

The survey revealed that out of 65 respondents, 46 people representing
70.8% viewed the Political parties as not contributing to peacebuilding in
the Gambia and 19 people representing 29.2% said they are somewhat
contributing to peacebuilding in Gambia.

Those who believed that the “'Political Parties are not contributing to
peacebuilding” cited the following reasons:

They noted tribalism as a sensitive issue within the parties, and political
parties putting their individual interests at the forefront in their day to day
business and paying less attention to national interest. The continues attack/
insults on certain political figures or leaders as well as the divided coalition
2016 was observed as not contributing to propagating peace but rather
igniting possible violence and hatred amongst tribal lines and political
parties. Specifically, political maturity, the limited understanding or
appreciation of multi-party democracy system as well as civic education on
citizens’ rights and responsibility, and adherence to the electoral guidelines
(rules and procedures) were highlighted as contributing factors to this.

Those who believed that the “Political Parties are contributing to
peacebuilding’ cited the following reasons:

They noted the existence of multi-party platforms or committees which are
prompting peace and unity amongst various political parties; some parties
preaching for peaceful co-existence and advising their members to respect
diversity, adhere to rule of law, maintain calm and peace in the country
during and after their political rallies; they also observed that some parties
are engaging members of the '3 Years Jotna” in dialogue with a view to



main peace, order and national unity and some are engaging youth to
advocate for peace and respect for others.

4) The perceptions on the Rootscauses of Irregular Migration.

2.3 Irregular migration in The Gambia is still at an alarming rate. a) What are
the root causes? Please explain:

HOr 2]

The 65 respondents, perceived that the following factors are contributing
to the increased of youth irregular migration in The Gambia.

They observed that the family pressure and peer influence are the major
cause of irregular migration, the mindset of the society and the youth that
one can only make it outside the Gambia, the huge amount of remittance
from the diaspora, increased in poverty, dependent ratio and
unemployment, the poor education system, pay scale are not encouraging,
and the society not empowering/patronising the services and products of
skilled youth or workers and young entrepreneurs, limited support system
by government and development partners, limited opportunities and
Government not investing in youth economic empowerment initiatives, none
existence of skills training centers or technical institutions in some parts of
the country, conditions attached to existing mini grants and loans by
projects in-country not favorable and funds are restricted to certain category
of people in the society as a result they are pushed to leave the country in
search of greener pasture elsewhere,.

5) The perceptions on Social Inclusion - contributing factors to the
increased of youth unemployment.

3.1 According to the 2018 Gambia Labour Force Survey, youth unemployment
has increased from 38% to 41.5%. a) What are the contributing factors?

The 65 respondents, perceived that the following factors are contributing
to the increased of youth unemployment in The Gambia.

They noted lack of enforcement of retirement age for old people to give
chance to young people, skills mismatch, high taxation on companies



providing employment opportunities, Government does not have a workable
strategy for employment, agriculture and fishing sectors largely occupied by
none Gambians, requirement for work experience particularly for fresh
graduates, limited factories and multi-national companies to employ youth,
limited participation of young people in decision making processes, and
young people are not willing to take certain types of jobs and skills as a
result remained unemployed or underemployed.

b) What can be done to tackle this?

The respondents suggested the following solutions to address youth
unemployment.

They suggested that the Government should promote TVET and
entrepreneurship at an early stage of education to inspire self-employment
as Government cannot create employment for all, Invite investors to invest
In productive sectors of the economy such agriculture, ICT, hotels and food
processing factories to provide employment for youth, enforce the
retirement age and minimum wage so as to encourage youth employment,
increase the budget allocation of the Ministry of Youth and Sports with a
view to expand its services to many young people in the country, build many
skills and technical training centers across the country, review the conditions
of mini grants and loans to make it accessible to all young people in the
country, re-visit the education system in order to make it more quality and
relevant and put in place employment strategy to reduce nepotism in public
and private institutions.

6) The perceptions on Social Inclusion - contributing factors to the
marginalisation of persons with disability in decision making
processes.

3.2 In The Gambia, persons with disabilities are generally marginalized from
decision making processes. a) What are the contributing factors?

WIn



The 65 respondents perceived that the following factors are contributing to
the marginalisation of persons with disability in decision making processes
in The Gambia.

They noted that the mindset of the society that persons with disability
cannot contribute to the development of the country, their limited
representation in key decision making spaces such as the National Assembly
and Area Councils, the discrimination, isolation, stigma and unfriendliness of
the society makes them even more vulnerable. The government often have
no regard or doubt the ability of PWDs to deliver, none existence of PWDs
Act, limited education and support system by government and development
partners.

b) What can be done to improve this?

25ponses

The respondents suggested the following solutions to improve their
inclusion and participation in decision making processes.

They suggest the Government and development partners should give PWDs
special attention and priority. Create Economic empowerment initiatives
directly targeting them and when building public and private spaces
including sporting facilities should be constructed in such a way that it is
easily accessible to them. They should be given a certain number of seats in
parliament and area councils and Government should consider appointing a
special minister to look into the affairs of PWDs and ensure the PWDs Act is
passed by the National Assembly.

7) The perceptions on Gender Equity — contributing factors to the
limited participation of women in politics and decision making
processes.

4.1 Generaily, women participation in politics and in decision-making
processes in The Gambia is low. a) What are the contributing factors?

10



The 65 respondents perceived that the following factors are contributing to
the limited participation of women in politics and decision making
processes in The Gambia.

They observed that the society as well as the cultural, traditional and
religious believes often discourages women. In their views women tend to be
shy away from politics, they are not motivated by their family and at times
even by their fellow women, they lack the support systems on both sides but
particularly on the side of men, generally they are used by men to campaign
and vote for them, and for those married hardly gets the approval of their
husbands when want to run for a political position. In certain communities,
politics is viewed largely as men-show and women are only considered when
it’s time to vote. And some perceived that only men can effect change or
lead and women are just there to follow or clap for men. In addition, most
political parties in the Gambia are not gender sensitive and therefore lack
the necessary mechanism to include women in their party leadership or
support women to lead/participate in decision making processes.

b) What can be done to improve this?

The respondents suggested the following solutions to improve their
inclusion and participation in politics and decision making processes.

They suggested that political parties and development partners should
organise capacity building for women to participate in politics and decision
making beyond the ballot box, initiate civic education programs to enlighten
women on their civic and political rights/duties as well as inspire them for
political leadership and participation, political parties should insititute a
quota system to allocate certain number of seats directly to women,
government should put in place policies to empower and promote women
participation and leadership at all levels of governance and women should be
encouraged to run for elections including vying for presidency or become
leaders in their party’s executive.

--END--
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