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Tel: +998 (97) 002-41-08 

E-mail: davlatmuratovna@gmail.com

6. Ms Shakhnoza lkramova

Parent of a child with an intellectual disability, founder and Director of the network of inclusive

child development centers "Umnichka" (Non-governmental educational institution)

Tel: +998 (90) 808-94-74

E-mail: shahnoza.ikramova@gmail.com

Government focal points name and contact details: 

1. Alisher lnakov

Director

The Agency for Development of Medical and Social Services under the Cabinet of Ministers of the

Republic of Uzbekistan

Tel: +998 (71) 241-04-13; +998 (71) 241-04-16

2. lnteragency Council on the Affairs of Persons with Disabilities

Other Partners names and contact details: 

- Uzbek Society of Persons with Disabilities
- Uzbek Society of the Deaf

- Uzbek Society of the Blind
- Republican Centre for Social Adaptation of Children (NGO)

Programme description (max 250 words) 

Today, the national efforts to realize the rights of persons with disabilities are characterized by uncoordinated 

sporadic interventions, unsupported by a joint commitment to a systematic change from all relevant 

stakeholders. The systematic realization of the CRPD rights is made difficult by the weak legislative and policy 

framework, lack of earmarked budgets, low capacity of the civil society and missed opportunities to 

mainstream disability rights in all policies and programmes. Furthermore, lack of sufficient inclusive and high­

quality services in the community for all populations of persons with disabilities has been described as the 

key reason for institutionalization, poverty, violence and ill-health. 

Therefore, the programme will consolidate the multi-stakeholder commitment to the achievement ofCRPD­

compliant SDGs through a robust legislative and policy framework, sound coordination structures and 

meaningful participation of organizations of persons with disabilities. It will address the essential building 

blocks to the CRPD implementation that are legislative reform, strengthening the representativity and 

capacity of OPDs, and availability of inclusive services (UNPRPD Outcome 1). The programme specifically 

focuses on accessible person-centered and age-appropriate services in the community, aimed at supporting 

the autonomy and inclusion of children, women and men with disabilities and prevention of 

institutionalization, violence and abuse. Development of early identification and early intervention services 

for children with disabilities will be one of the focus areas of the programme, as will the inclusion of women 

and girls with disabilities in programmes addressing gender-based violence (UNPRPD Outcome 2). 
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The programme also intends to strengthen disability mainstreaming within the implementing country-level 

UN agencies' activities to ensure that national development assessments, plans, budgets, programs and 

monitoring mechanisms supported under the SDG processes advance disability-inclusive development in 

Uzbekistan (UNPRPD Outcome 3). 

The programme will be implemented in a participatory and inclusive manner with full involvement of 

organizations of persons with disabilities, and experts with disabilities, with a specific emphasis on women, 

persons with disabilities from underrepresented groups and persons with disabilities in rural and remote 

areas. 

Targeted CRPD Articles: 3,4,5,6,7,16, 19,28, 33 

Targeted SDGs: Target 1.3, Target 3.7, Target 4.5, Target 5.1, Target 16.2 

Preconditions: Equality and non-discrimination; inclusive service delivery; accountability and governance 

Target groups: Children, youth and women with disabilities 

2. Background and rationale

2.1. Challenges and opportunities to be addressed by the project. 

The Situational Analysis identified stigma, negative stereotypes and rampant discrimination of persons with 

disabilities, particularly children, youth and women with disabilities in all areas of life. Charity and medical 

approaches to disability are still prevalent while the recent ratification of the UNCRPD in 2021 has not yet 

brought up legal and policy changes towards inclusion yet. The officially reported number of persons with 

disabilities is likely underestimated at about 2 percent of the population, given that an estimated 15 percent of 

people around the world have some form of impairment, and about 80 percent of them live in developing 

countries. These low official figures may be explained by the outdated Soviet-era (self-reported) disability 

assessment and determination system, which influences Uzbekistan's current definitions of disability and state 

policies designed to support persons with disabilities. 

Normative and institutional frameworks influenced largely by the Soviet disability policies are based on purely 

medical understandings of disability. The recent Law "On the Rights of Persons with Disabilities" despite its aim 

to promote human rights of persons with disabilities the legal act still puts emphasis on "fixing" persons 

impairments rather than removing attitudinal and environmental barriers. Disability is still conflated with 

impairments in contradiction to the UNCRPD. Medical model of disability is also prevalent within the 

institutional framework namely the Medical Labour Expert Commissions (VTEK) for adults and Medical 

Consultative Commissions for children which determine the "degree of disability" through medical examination, 

International Classification of Functioning (ICF) is still being piloted but have not yet brought up systemic 

changes in disability assessment and determination. 

Lack of early identification and early interventions services for children with disabilities is one of the key 

challenges and gaps which is a cause of institutionalization of children, their segregation and deprivation of 

access to essential services at the community level necessary for development at early stages of their lives. 

Another challenge is faced by women and girls with disabilities as due to double discrimination on the basis of 

gender and disability they are prone to higher levels of inequality, unemployment, poor economic conditions 
































































































