United Nations Integrated Office in Burundi (BINUB)
Peace Building Fund

Project Summary

	Recipient UN Organization:  UNFPA
	Priority Area: Strengthening of peace and social cohesion

	National Authority : Ministry of Youth and Sports

	Project Number:
	BDI/A-4

	Project Title: 
	Youth participation in social cohesion at community level 

	Location
	6 provinces: Cankuzo, Makamba, Kayanza. Bujumbura Rural, Mwaro and Bujumbura Mairie

	Project Cost
	US$ 4,000,000 

	Duration
	12 months

	Steering Committee Approval Date : 5 July 2007
	Starting Date :
	Completion Date : 

	Project Description:

Burundi is a country of young people, with 56% of its population between 15 and 29 years – an extreme case of what demographers call the “youth bulge”, which can constitute both a risk or a real opportunity (the “demographic dividend”)  if the needs of this large cohort – in terms of livelihoods and life-skills – are addressed. 
In a country such as Burundi that is emerging form war, the risk of sliding back into conflict is very real, especially if no effort is made to address such factors as extreme poverty, lack of economic opportunities, neglect of the specific needs of the most vulnerable groups including youth. The crisis which Burundi went through has affected youth heavily:  the number of orphans greatly increased, resulting in an increase in number of households headed by children; very high unemployment among the youth of all categories, including graduates; and a weakening of the social fabric 
The goal of the project is to unleash momentum aimed at bringing the youth closer, making them useful to themselves and the community through (a) HIMO (labour-intensive) activities; (b) capacity building for self-employment and, access to micro-credit services, vocational training, and first job openings, and (c) training and sensitization around themes aiming at peace consolidation and life skills (non-violent communication, peaceful conflict resolution, health and HIV, sensitivity on gender, loan and micro credits, income- generating activities,..) organised in cionjunction with the HIMO activities.. When young people are gradually prepared to be self-reliant, they will be more able to resist proposals that go against their very interests. By so doing they will be participating in peace building within their communities. Through HIMO activities (reforestation, maintenance of the environment, sanitation of town, rehabilitation of community basic infrastructures and sports activities) which give right to cash for work, young people will participate in the strengthening of social cohesion.  
Although young people are animated by a spirit of initiative and creativity, they cannot get loans from existing financial institutions. The project will set up a guarantee fund to facilitate the access of young people to micro credits. This facility will allow to young people to familiarize themselves with financial institutions’ conditions in terms of savings account, reimbursement within time, and with interest. This guarantee fund will also permit to perpetuate the access to micro finance services even after the implementation of the project.
Finally, cultural events, sports competitions and radio programmes will be organised to ensure the visibility of the role of youth in peace consolidation.




	Global Goal:

Greater self-fulfilment among the youth who are self-reliant and able to fully participate in peace-building within their communities. 

	Specific Objectives :

1. Offer young people with no schooling and no jobs the opportunity to take part in community reconstruction and social cohesion effort through HIMO projects. 
2. Strengthen the economic independence of the youth through vocational training, AGR and access to savings and loan facilities, 
3. Increase the visibility of the role of young people in peace-building.


	Outputs:

1. Young people will be recognized and valued by the community as actors in peace-building and community reconstruction;

2. The ability of young people to be self-reliant and to strengthen social cohesion will be stepped up;

3. Foster the visibility of the role of young people in peace-building.

Key Activities:

1. Training the youth to the preparation of nursery and plantation of at least 700.000 plants;
2. Rehabilitate common infrastructures and sports ones identified in a participative way;

3. Organize sanitation activities in different zones of Mayor Bujumbura;

4. Development and implement training/awareness programmes hinged on social cohesion and the development of the entrepreneurial spirit;
5. Organize cultural activities after HIMO activities;
6. Identify youth micro projects to be financed and provide follow-up; 
7. Organize sports competitions, cultural contests and radio broadcast to strengthen the visibility of the role of young people in peace-building.




	Procurement:

Inputs for HIMO activities, building material and equipment for the rehabilitation of community infrastructure, guarantee fund, assessment, and material for the training and management unit: 2 vehicles, 3 desktop computers, 1 laptop computer, 1 photocopier, 1 digital camera and office equipment.


PAGE  
1

