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Project Summary

	 Participating  UN Organization:  
	UNESCO Office in Kathmandu
	UN Fund cluster and/or Nepal PBF Priority area: 
	Security; Rights and Reconciliation

	Implementing partner(s): 
	Nepal Press Institute, Media and Democracy, Sancharika Samuha, OHCHR, UNFPA, INHURED International and Article 19

	Project number: 
	UNPFN/E-3

	Project title:
	Training Women Journalists in the Terai

	Total approved project budget:
	$20,048.68

	Location:
	Terai region (Dhanusa district), Nepal

	Executive Committee approval date:
	27 Aug 2009

	Project duration:
	4 Months

	Starting date:
	14 August 2009
	Completion date:     
	10 December 2009

	Project description:
	Experiences in 2008 and early 2009 has shown that women journalists in the Terai are vulnerable to threats sometimes leading to their death. Use of threats to silence reporting on key issues is seen to impact the security situation in the Terai that has direct effect on the democratic space on the ground. This Project is designed to train 25 women journalists in the Terai in order to improve their basic journalism skills, improve their knowledge on human rights, gender based violence, conflict sensitive reporting as well as improve the confidence of these women by providing them with personal security training. 

The UNPFN funds will contribute towards two specific activities:

· Training on Conflict sensitive journalism and Human rights

· Preparation of a manual and a video documentary on Personal security, basic skills, Gender and conflict journalism for women journalists in the Terai.




	Peacebuilding Impact:
	Key indicators to both outcomes above which impact the peacebuilding process: 

· Fewer cases of violence and harassment reported on the 25 women journalists trained and generally on women journalists in the region; 

· More women back to work in the field of media in the Terai region;

· Higher quality in hr, conflict, gender and GBV reporting and generally in reporting standards; 

· More work available for higher qualified journalists; 
· Higher level of awareness on the above issues within and outside the community where the journalists are based.


	Project Outcome(s):
	Provide 25 women journalists in the Terai the skills and knowledge to improve: 

· Their security and to feel confident continuing to working in an environment of heightened personal security risk; 
Their journalism, particularly through their ability to address issues pertaining to: human rights; conflict and gender; and gender based violence. 


	Outputs and key activities:
	The total length of the training is of 4 months. The whole project will be implemented by the Nepal Press Institute (NPI) in collaboration with Sancharika Samua, UNFPA, OHCHR, INHURED International, Article 19 and Media and Democracy (M&D). 

The training is broken down in 2 phases: 

· Phase I: 

· Theoretical Part I (12 days long training on Personal Security training, Human Right training, Basic Journalism skills training);

· Practical Part I (3 weeks of work assignments to apply the skills gained during the first 3 trainings, closely monitored and supervised by the implementing partners).

· Phase II:

· Theoretical Part II (11 days long training on conflict and gender-sensitive and gender based violence journalism);

· Practical Part II (3 week long practical period where again trainees will carry out assignments on the basis of their newly acquired skills, while supervised in the field by the trainers who trained them during the ‘theoretical’ part II).

An additional element of motivation will be provided by this programme when the newly formed group of women journalists will be affiliated to three different Media Houses that will commit to work with them during and after the training (through internships or fellowships). Additionally, the group of trainees will be also encouraged and advised to join local chapters in their own community of the main journalist organizations in the country. 

A final ceremony to conclude the training will be held in Janakpur on November 6 2009 (date tbc). A final conclusive conference will be organized jointly with UNFPA on December 10 2009 to bring together all stakeholders and discussed about the main issues around women media workers in the Terai region. 

A publication (training manual) including all modules of the training (both in video and text format) will be produced by UNESCO in Nepali and distributed to different stakeholders. 



	Indicator and benchmarks:
	Benchmarks: 
· Media professionalism and standards closer/equal to journalists based in Kathmandu;

Indicators:

· Number of cases of violence reported, filed, investigated towards women journalists in the Terai region;

· Employment opportunities for the 25 women journalists trained. 

	Procurement:
	


